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BY "A DOMESTIC." 



" I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them." (Eze. xx. 12.) 

" There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and 
saying, Where is the promise of his coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep all 
thbags continae as they were fix>m the beginnhig.** (2 Pet. ill. 4.) 

"This know also, that in the last days perUons times shall come: for men 
shall be loversof their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobe- 
dient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, false accusers, 
despisers of those that are good, traitors, highmindcd, lovers of pleasure more than 
lovers of God ; having a form of godliness, but denying the power of God : firom all 
such turn away. . . .Ever leaminjg, and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth." (2Tfan.iIi. 1, 8.) 

"But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night" &c (2 Petiii. 10) ; 
"therefore let no man deceive you with vain words : for because of these things 
Cometh the wratii of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye therefore 
followers <^4bem." (Eph. v. 6, 7.) 
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PREFACE 



That the Crucified One who ascended into heaven 
would come again at the expiration of 6000 years 
from Creation, has been the belief ever since the days 
of the ancient Church. A tradition also is traceable 
before the Christian Era, amongst the Jewish writers, 
for they expected that then would be fulfilled to them 
those great and glorious promises spoken of in God^s 
revelation. For such an advance, it is true, there is 
no positive proof in the Word of God ; but still there 
are many passages from which we may gather such a 
conclusion. For instance, " Oiiie day is with the 
Lord as a thousaiid years/' Now this, taken in con- 
nection with the six days of creation, is a type of the 
world's continuance for 6000 years ; the seventh day, 
or day of rest, being regarded as a type of another 
period of a thousand years (or seventh thousand), which 
will intervene between the first and second resurrec- 
tions. (Rev. XX. 4, 5, 6.) At the same time we do well 
not to rely upon the age of the world as any certain 
proof of the nearness of the end — Christ's immediate 
Advent — yet if it can be shewn from the Bible, 
and from the best authority, that we are fast ap- 
proaching the expiration of that period, it laa.^ \i^ 
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regarded as a strong proof in support of the nearness 
of that event. 

I do not presume to state positively that I can 
prove this world to be just 6000 years old, but will 
endeavour to shew, from the best evidence we have 
— the Bible and other sources — ^when we may expect 
the completion of that period. I shall therefore 
follow the Bible, and that alone, as far as it gives us 
any information on the subject, which is up to the end 
of the seventy years Captivity an(l the first of Cyrus. 

We will therefore begin with the Creation and 
present the evidence which the Bible gives us of the 
age of Creation, and in no way wiU I vary from one 
text, imless that variation can be satisfactorily proved 
by another. And now, while I endeavour to make 
that feeble attempt, I have one request to make, and 
that is, that the reader will not form an opinion too 
quickly or condemn too rashly, but have the Bible 
by his side and turn to the passages of Scripture as 
they are referred to in the following pages. 

Bucks, 
Nov. 1869. 
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SHEWING FROM THE SCaiPTURES AND HISTORY THAT WE CANNOT 
BE FAR FROM THE END OF 6000 TEAR'S OF CREATION. 



'* One day is with the Lord as a thousand years." St. Peter, 
(2 Peter, iii. 8.) 

** For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday." 
(Psalm, xo. 4.) 

"The seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God." 
(Ex. XX. 10.) 

" I gave them my sabbaths, which is a sign between me and 
man." (Ez. xx. 12.) 

•' Which are a shadow of things to come." St. Paul. (Col. ii. 
17.) 
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itm Creation* 



AQE A.M. B.O. 

Creation • • • 1 4069 

Genesis, v. 3. — " And Adam lived an 

hundred and thirty years and hegat a 

son in his own likeness, after his image, 

and called his name Seth" .... 130 130 3929 

- V. 6. — " And Seth lived an hun- 
dred and five years, and be^at Enos" 105 235 3824 

■ V. 9. — " And Enos hved ninety 
years and begat Cainan" 90 325 3734 

— — - V. 12. — " And Cainan lived sev- 
enty years and begat Mahalaleel" . . 70 395 3664 

' V. 15. — "And Mahalaleel lived 
sixty and five years, and begat Jared" 65 460 3559 

V. 18. — " And Jared lived an 

hundred and sixty and two years, and 

begat Enoch'' 162 622 3437 

V. 21. — •* And Enoch lived sixty 

and five years, and begat Methuselah" 65 687 3372 

' V. 25. — " And Methuselah lived 
an hundred and eighty and seven years, 
and begat Lamech" 187 874 3185 

V. 28. — " And Lamech lived an 

hundred and eighty and two years, and 

begat a son" 182 1056 300^ 

B 
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AGE A.M. B C. 

Genesis, vii. 6. — "And Noah was six hun- 1056 3003 

dred years old when the flood of waters 
was upon the earth" 600 1656 2403 

Note, — Here we haye the number of years before 
the law, or from the Creation, namely, 1656 years, and, 
according to this, 2403 years before Christ. 

Genesis, viii. 13. — " Flood on the earth 
for one year" 1 1657 2402 

xi. 10. — " These are the genera- 
tions of Shem. Shem was an hundred 
years old, and begat Arphaxad two 

years after the flood" 2 1659 2400 

■ xi. 12. — " And Arphaxad lived 

five and thirty years, and begat Salah" 35 1694 2365 

■ xi. 14. — " And Salah lived thirty 

years, and begat Eber" 30 1724 2335 

xi. 16. — "And Eber lived four 

and thirty years, and begat Peleg" . 34 1758 2301 

xi. 18.— "And Peleg lived thirty 

years, and begat Eeu" 30 1788 2271 

xi. 20. — " And Eeu lived two 

■ and thirty years, and begat Serug" . 32 1820 2239 

■ xi. 22. — " And Serug lived thirty 

years, and begat Nahor" ..... 30 1850 2209 

xi. 24. — " And Nahor lived nine 

and twenty years, and begat Terah" . 29 1879 2180 
xi. 26. — " And Terah lived se- 
venty years, and begat Abram (a), 
Nahor, and Haran" 70 1949 2110 

Note, — Here I vary from all other chronologies a 
period of 60 years, namely in the age of Terah. " And 
the days of Terah were two hundred and five years ; and 
Terah died in Haran." (Gen. xi. 32.) Saint Stephen 
tells us (Acts, vii. 4) that, after the death of his father, 
Abraham removed from Haran, or, as he calls it, Charran, 
to the land of Canaan. Now, in Gen. xii. 4, we are told 

(a) Abntna, according^ to tbe Hebrew, was born in tbe 70th of 
*^^^ I aeeortiiiig to- tbe Samaritan, in the ISOth of Terah. 
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tliat Abraham was seventy-five years old when he departed 
out of Charran. Then, again (Gen. xi. 26), we are told 
that Terah was seventy years old when Abraham was 
born ; and yet, in verse 32 of the same chapter, it is 
affirmed that Terah died, being two hundred and five 
years old. But at this rate Terah must have lived sixty 
years after Abraham's going from Haran; for seventy- 
five, the number of Abraham's years when he left Haran 
(Gen. xii. 4), being added to the seventy, the niunber of 
Terah's (Gen. xi. 26) when he begat Abraham, would 
make 145 years only : whereas the account in the text of 
Genesis is that he lived 205 years. (G^n. xi. 32.) Here 
then is the sixty years I do not approve of, and from 
which I difter. This, therefore, I think must proceed 
firom a fault in the text of Moses. I say I think it is, 
but in my own mind I feel positive that it really is ; but 
it is not because I feel such I wish others to do the same. 
No : my ideas may be wrong, my opinions erroneous. 
And yet of the 205 years which are given to Terah in the 
text (Gen. xi. 32), when he died at Haran, he only lived 
145 according to the present literal reading of the Eng- 
lish version. Now the only reason I can suggest, should 
my idea prove to be wrong, is this: that, instead of 
Abraham being the eldest (and I take it for granted that 
he was, as he stands first in the text. Gen. xi. 26), he 
must have been the youngest, and not bom imtil his 
fiither, Terah, was 130 years old : then adding Abraham's 
number (7j5), when he left Haran, to his father's age, 130, 
when he was bom, would make the number spoken of in 
the text — 205 years as the days of Terah at his death. 
But, remember, this is only man's idea (I mean the latter 
part of this subject), and quite contrary to the version of 
the Scriptures, and therefore it behoves us to prefer the 
Bible as our guide, in preference to the opinion of man. 
Now what I want to impress upon all is this : that from 
the calling of Abraham in his seventy-fifth year, the 
begiiining of the Exode at the death of his father (St. 
Stephen, Acts, vii. 4; St. Paul, Heb. xi. 8), or the com- 
mencement of the wanderings of the children of Israel in 
Egypt, to the bringing of them out of that land by the 
hwid of Moses in his eightieth year (Exodus, vii. 7), 
there elapsed exactly 430 years ; which I \^\W. etAtbwj^Aix 

b2 
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to shew and explain, as far as my knowledge will allow, 
from Scripture, after I have entered the Exode. 

AGE A.M. B.G. 

1949 2110 
Genesis, xii. 4 — 14. — Abraham, seventy- 

five at the death of his father; then 

began the Exodus 76 2024 2036 

Exodus, xii. 40, 41. — " Now the sojourn- 
ing of the children of Israel, who dwelt 

in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty 

years." " And it came to pass at the 

end of the four hundred and thirty 

years, even the self same day it came 

to pass, that all the hosts of the Lord 

went out from the land of Egypt." 

This agrees with St. Paul (Gal. iii. 17), 

St. Stephen (Acts, vii. 6), Gen.xv.13 430 2454 1005 

Note. — Here I will explain what I have just previ- 
ously stated ; namely, that from the calling of Abraham 
in his seventy-fifth year, when he left Haran (for then 
began 'the Exode), to the bringing of them out of the 
land of Egypt by the hand of Moses in his eightieth 
year, there elapsed exactly the time specified in the text. 
(Exodus, xii. 40, 41.) 

In Genesis, xii. 4, we have the commencement, which 
agrees with St. Paul (Heb. xi. 8), St. Stephen (Acts, 
vii. 4). In Exodus, xii. 40, 41, and St. Paul to the Ga- 
latians, iii. 17, we have the duration. In Exodus, vii. 7, 
we have the ending of the Exodus. Now in these texts 
we have; first, the beginning; secondly, the duration; 
thirdly and lastly, the ending. 

Now let us take one step further, and see how literally 
this was fulfilled from that blessed and sacred page, the 
Bible, which so many despise and few understand — I 
mean, comparatively speaking. 

Shewn thus: From the calling of Abraham in his 
seventy-fifth year to to the birth of Isaac in his one 
hundredth year (Gen. xxi 5) there elapsed twenty-five 
years. Isaac sixty when Jacob was bom (Gen. xxv. 26) : 
60 added to 25 make 85. Jacob was 130 when he stood 
before Pharaoh. (Gen. xlvii. 9.) In Gen. xii. 46 we read 
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that Joseph was thirty when Pharaoh had his dream, and 
he interpreted it. Here is a little difficulty, because we 
read that Joseph was thirty when Pharoah had his dream ; 
but this, I think, may be a mistake in the translation, 
and that instead of thirty he must only have been twenty- 
three. For if we were to read thirty it would then throw 
the Exode wrong seven years according to other texts of 
Scripture, and is not at all likely. But by reading twenty- 
three that agrees with other portions of Scripture. I 
would not advance such ^an idea if it were not said in 
other parts that the Exode should continue 430 years ; 
neither will it be unreasonable or violating the Scriptures 
in saving we may find a text here and there wrong, yet 
on tne whole we are not left in total darkness ; for by 
constant study and searching of the Holy Scriptures, 
which is far stronger and more sure than all the know- 
ledge and opinion of man in the whole world put together, 
believing (having faith) to find that which we are in 
Anarch of — " The Truth," we are enabled to bring for- 
ward other texts, which will bear and throw light upon 
that subject which before seemed to remain in total 
obscurity, and to all appearance unfathomable. 

I meet the obstacle that may be raised, " How dare I 
to aay the Bible is wrong ?*' by answering, " I neither say 
nor mean to say it is, nor to add or take from it ;*' for 
what is said of such who do in Eev. xxii. 19 : — (In this 
book is revealed the end of time, and if there is one book 
that requires our serious attention more than another it 
ia the book of the Eevelations, and that I think is the 
least studied of all) : — " And if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part out of the book oi life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
book." All I have to say is this, that those texts which 
may be translated wrong in one part can be satisfactorily 
proved in another, and that an error may be committed 
18 not at all unlikely. There are several I could select, 
but will select that which is the plainest. Compare 
2 Kings, viii. 26, with 2 Chron. xxii. 1, 2. In those texts 
you will find a difference of twenty years ; yet if we 
wanted that calculation we could prove from other por- 
tions of Scripture which of the two is right. 
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We wiU now return again to our subject, and begin 
with Joseph. Joseph, then, we read, was^ twenty-three 
when Pharaoh had his dream; then seven years plenty and 
two of famine make thirty -two, the age of Joseph when 
his father, in the second year of the limine, stood before 
Pharaoh in his 130th year. (Gen. xlvii. 9.) Subtract 
then Joseph's age (32) from his father Jacob's age (130), 
there remains (98) the age of Jacob (a) when Joseph was 
born. Add then (98) the age of Jacob when Joseph was 
born to the other ages (85), making 183. Now add the 
age of Joseph when he died (110), (Gen. 1. 26) to the 
other number, which makes 293. Amram was the father 
of Moses, and he died in Egypt at the age of 137. 
(Ex. vi. 20.) Moses was eighty when he spake with 
J?haraoh (Ex. vii. 7) and left the land of Egypt with all 
the children of Israel. In the same year Amram, the 
father of Moses, died, and was buried in Egypt, Now 
subtract the age of Moses (80) when he left the land of 
Egypt from his father's age (137), there remains (67) the 
age of Amram when Moses was bom. Now add (57) the 
age of Amram to the other ages, which makes 350 years. 
Then add the age of Moses when he left Egypt (80) to 
the other number (350), which makes in all 430 years, 
the time given in the texts, Ex. xii. 40, 41, and by St. 
Paul, Gal. iii. 17. 

A Chronological Table of the Exode, made easy to 
save the reader time and trouble. 

Years. 

From beginning of Exode to birth of Isaac ... 25 
Erom the birth of Isaac to the birth of Jacob . . 60 
From the birth of Jacob to the birth of Joseph . . 98 

From the birth of Joseph to his death 110 

From the death of Joseph to the birth of Moses . 57 
From the birth of Moses to the end of the Exode . 80 



Total amount of years for the Exode . . 430 

Here, I hope, I have explained myself, and given a true, 
plain, and correct account of the Exode, and consistent 

(a) His age, according to the opinion of other learned men. 
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with the Word of Gtod ; at least I have endeavoured to 
do so to the best of my knowledge, and if I have failed I 
own it is too difficult for me. 

AGE A.M. B C. 

2454 1605 
Joshua, V. 6. — "The childrenof Israel walk- 
ed forty years in the wilderness." (Num. 
xiii. 25 ; xiv. 32 — 34 ; Deut. i. 3 ; ii. 7 ; 
viii. 4 ; Neh. ix. 21 ; Ps. xcv. 10, 11 ; 
Acts, xiii. 18.) 40 2494 1565 

2^ote. — To this period the Bible has given us un- 
bounded proofs, as is shewn above. But now we come to 
a break in the chain of chronology, and which the Bible 
does not supply ; namely, the reign of Joshua, the conti- 
nuance of the Elders, and the Anarchy. Josephus says 
for Joshua, 25 years ; others, 28, 17, 14 ; and Archbishop 
Tsher, 9 ; I give 10 years. That of the latter, 40, 30, 25 
years ; Josephus, 18 years ; Archbishop Usher, 12. I 
give 10. But, remember, this is only man's idea, and 
therefore, as we cannot prove it satiaactorily from the 
Word of God, we must not place too much confidence. 

It was not until after I had made my calculations, 
and that I had received a work from a beloved minister 
of the Gospel of an adjoining parish (one whom I truly 
love and esteem, and whose advice I greatly value, and to 
whom I am greatly indebted for help and instruction, 
well knowing that from his lips, I hear the truth and 
Jovful news of " The GK)sper'), that I saw or even heard 
of the account here given by Archbishop Usher. 

Had I not made my calcidations, and I had been asked 
my opinion which of the above to take, I certainly should 
give Archbishop Usher's the preference, for that is the 
most consistent with the Scriptures (at least to my idea), 
though others might see and fancy differently. 

In support of this, the Bible gives the following evi- 
dence. JBxodus, xxxiii. 11 : " And the Lord spake unto 
Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. 
And he turned again into the camp ; but his servant 
Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out 
of the tabernacle." Joshua at this time, I think, was 
about sixty years of age, and considered a young man. 
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This idea to some may seem strange and next to madness, 
— ^that I should call a man joung at sixty. Not at all : it 
seems more reasonable to my mind to call a man young 
at that age in "those days,'* than it would at thirty-five 
or forty. For what we might call old in our days, in 
"theirs" might be termed young. Now from several 
passages of Scripture I am led to believe a man in " those 
days" was in the prime of life at the age of fifty or sixty. 
For instance, the phrase " child," — signifying maturily, 
and about the age of twenty. See also the account 
Caleb gives of himself at the age of eighty-five. (Joshua, 
xiv. 6 to 13.) 

I do not mean to say positively that this is a true and 
correct account, because I look upon this period as 
beyond the reach of man. (I mean for man to say he can 
be positive too.) And if there is one period of Chronology 
more difficult than another, it is this, though we may not 
be far out either way. 

I shall therefore say sixty; then forty years in the 
Wilderness would make him, at the death of Moses, 100 
years old. Then from that time to his death, in his 110th 
year, there elapsed ten years for his commandership. 

AGE A.M. B.C. 

2494 1565 
Joshua, xxiv. 29. — " And it came to pass 

after these things that Joshua, the son 

of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, 

being an hundred and ten years old" . 10 2504 1555 
Elders and Anarchy for ten years . . 10 2514 1545 
Judges, ii. 7, 10. — " And the people served 

the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all 

the days of the elders that outlived 

Joshua, who had seen all the great works 

of the Lord that he did for Israel. And 

also that generation were gathered unto 

their fathers ; and there arose another 

generation after them, which knew not 

the Lord, nor yet the works which he 

had done for Israel." 

N^ote.—'H.erQ I think begin the Judges ; but there 
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are so many different opinions as to when they began, 
and the time they occupied, that you must not take this 
chronology for granted, because it is covered with much 
difficulty, and its accuracy cannot be vouched ; the only 
assistance to be had is from the Bible, and the Bible 
only. 

But I would advise the reader, before he goes any fur- 
ther, to take his Bible, and read with care and attention 
the last six chapters of Joshua, beginning at the 18th 
chi^ter, where Joshua divides the land by lot, and com- 
pare them with Acts, xiii. 16 to 22 : we shall no longer, I 
think, doubt, as regards the beginning or the end of the 
Judges. Calmet says, from the time of Joshua till Saul 
(after the Elders and Anarchy) was 399 years, others 311 ; 
but according to this chronology there are 450 which 
agrees with St. Paul. (Acts, xiii. 20.) 

I know it is supposed that some of the Judges were 
contemporaneous with each other (that may be, for I 
cannot say they were not), but this idea would be quite 
opposite to the literal reading of the Scriptm^s, which 
describes them as one Judge after the other. 

I own I cannot explain, or understand that, from the 
children of Israel coming out of Egypt to the building 
of the Temple in the fourth year of the reign of Solom6n, 
there only elapsed 480 years. (1 Kings, vi. 1.) Clinton 
says 580. Jahn's Hebrew Commentary reads 692 ; ac- 
cording to this, 594. 

* AGE A«M. B«C« 

2514 1545 

Judges, iii. 8. — " Therefore the anger of 
the Lord was hot against Israel, and he 
sold them into the hands of Chushan- 
rishathaim, King of Mesopotamia, and 
the children of Israel served Chushan- 
rishathaim eight years" ..... 8 2522 1537 

iii. 9, 11. — " And when the chil- 
dren of Israel cri^d unto the Lord, the 
Lord raised up a deliverer to the chil- 
dren of Israel, who delivered them, even 
Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's 
younger brother. And the land had 
rest forty years. And Othniel died'' . 40 25^^ 14^1 

B 3 
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AGE A.M. B C. 

Judges iii. 12, 14.—'* And the children of 2662 1497 

Israel did evil again in the sight of the 

Lord : and the Lord strengthened Eg- 

lon the Kiog of Moab against Israel, 

because they had done evil in the sight 

of the Lord. So the children of Israel 

served Eglon the King of Moab eighteen 

years" 18 2580 1479 

■■ iii. 15 and 30. — " But when the 

children of Israel cried unto the Lord, 

the Lord raised them up a deliverer, 

Ehud, the son of Geva, a Benjamite. 

And the land had rest eighty years" . 80 2660 1399 
iv. 1, 2, 3. — " And the children of 



Israel again did evil in the sight of the 
Lord, when Ehud wa& dead. And the 
Lord sold them into the hand of Jabin, 
King of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor. 
And twenty years he mightily op- 
pressed them" 20 2680 1379 

iv. 4, 14, 23.—" And Deborah, a 



prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she 
judged Israel at that time. And Debo- 
rah said unto Barak, Up, for this is the 
day in which the Lord hath delivered 
Sisera unto thine hand, Is not the Lord 
gone out before thee ? So God subdued 
on that day Jabin, King of Canaan." 
(Judges, V. 31.) — " And the land had 

rest forly years" 40 2720 1339 

— — vi. 1. — " And the children of Is- 



rael did evil again in the sight of the 
Lord, and the Lord delivered them into 
the hand of Midian seven years" . . 7 2727 1332 
vi. 12, 13, 14.— "And the Lord 



appeared unto Gideon, and said unto 
him. The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 
man of valour. And Gideon said unto 
him, Oh my Lord, if the Lord be vdth 
us, why then is this befallen us P and 
where be all his miracles which our 
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AGE A M. B.C. 

fathers told us of, saying, Did not the 2727 1332 

Lord bring us up out of Egypt; but 

now the Lord hath forsaken us, and de- 
livered us into the hands of the Midia- 

nites. And the Lord looked upon him, 

and said, Oto in this thy might, and 

thou shall save Israel from the hand of 

the Midianites : have not 1 sent thee P" 

(Judges, viii. 28.) " Thus was Midian 

subdued before the children of Israel 

so that they lifted up their heads no 

more, and the country was in quietness 

forty years in the days of Gideon" . 40 2767 1292 
Judges, viii. 32, 33. — " And Gideon, the 

son of Joash, died in a good old age." 

*^ And it came to pass, as soon as 

GKdeon was dead, that the children of 

Israel turned again and went a whoring 

after Balaam, and made Baal-berith their 

god." (Judges, ii. 6, 22, 53, 64.) 

'^ And all the men of Shechem gathered 

together, and all the house of Millo, 

and w^ and made Abimelech king." 

" And when he had reigned three years 

over Israel, a certain woman cast a 

piece of a mill stone upon his head, 

and all to brake his skull." " Then he 

called hastily unto the young man, his 

armourbearer, and said unto him, Draw 

thy sword and slay me, that men say 

not of me, A woman slew him. And 

his voung man thrust him through, and 

he died" 3 2770 1289 

•- I. 1, 2. — " And after Abimelech 

there arose to defend Israel Tola, the 

son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of 

Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in 

Mount Ephraim." "And he judged 

Israel twenty-three years, and died, and 

was buried in Shamir" 23 2793 1266 

X. 3, 5.—" And after him (Tola) 
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arose Jair, a Gileadite, and judged Israel 2793 1266 
twenty-two years." " And Jair died, 
and was buried in Camon" .... 22 2815 1244 
Judges, X. 6, 7, 8. — " And the children of 
Israel did evil again in the sight of the 
Lord, and served other gods." " And 
the anger of the Lord was hot against 
Israel, and he sold them into the hands 
of the Philistines, and into the hands of 
the children of Ammon." " And that 
year they vexed and oppressed the (Chil- 
dren of Israel eighteen years" . . .18 2833 1226 

Note, — Here the Lord raised up Jephthah. (Judges, 
xi. 1, 3—8, 11—13.) " Now Jephthah, the Gileadite, 
was a mighty man of valour." "And Jephthah fled 
from his brethren and dwelt in the land of Too." " And 
it came to pass, in process of time, that the children of 
Ammon made war against Israel." " And it was so, that 
when the children of Ammon made war against Israel, 
the elders of Gilead went and fetched Jephthah out of 
the land of Tob." " And they said unto Jephthah Come 
and be our captain." "And Jephthah said unto the 
elders of Gilead, Did not ye hate me, and expel me out 
of my father's house ? and why are ye come unto me 
now when ^e are in distress ?" " And the elders of 
Gilead said unto Jephthah, Therefore we turn again to 
thee now, that thou mayest go with us, and light against 
the children of Ammon." "Then Jephthah went with 
the elders of Gilead." " And Jephthah sent messengers 
unto the king of the children of Ammon, saying, "What 
hast thou to do with me, that thou art come against me 
to fight in my land ?" " And the king of the children of 
Ammon answered unto the messengers of Jephthah, Be- 
cause Israel took away my land when they came up out 
of Egypt ;" to which Jephthah replied (verses 15 and 26), 
" Thus saith Jephthah, Israel took not away the land of 
Moab, nor the land of the children of Ammon." " While 
Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and 
her towns, and in all the cities that be along by the 
coasts of Amon three hundred years P why therefore did 
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ye not recover them within that time?" This means, I 
think, that Israel must have been firmly settled before 
that time ; but, if they thought they had been wronged, 
why let so many years elapse before they made their 
demand ? To the beginning of the Captivity (Elders and 
Anarchy) out of which they were just delivered, according 
to Jephthah, was 300 years ; but according to this 
chronology 319 years. 

AGE A.M. B.C. 

Judges, xi. 32.—" So Jephthah passed 2833 1226 

over unto the children of A.mmon to 

fight against them, and the Lord deli- 
vered them into his hands.'* (Judges, 

xii. 7.) " And Jephthah judged Israel 

six years. Then died Jephthah, the 

Gileadite, and was buried in one of the 

cities of Gilead" 6 2839 1220 

■ ' xii. 8, 9. — " And after him Ibzan 

of Beth-lehem judged Israel." " And 

he judged Israel seven years" ... 7 2846 1213 
xii. 11. — " And after him Elon, a 



Zebulonite, judged Israel ; and he judged 

Israel ten years" 10 2856 1203 

xii. 13, 14. — " And after him Ab- 



don, the son of Hillel, a Pirathanite, 
judged Israel; and he judged Israel 

eight years" 8 2864 1195 

xiii. 1. — " And the children of 



Israel did evil again in the sight of the 
Lord ; and the Lord delivered them 
into the hands of the Philistines forty 
years." But out of this period Sampson 
judged them twenty. (See Judges, 

XV, 20; xvi. 31.) 40 2904 1155 

We are not informed how long Israel 
served the Philistines after Sampson's 
death, before their forty years servitude 
ended ; but that it did end before Eli 
judged we see from Judges, xxi. 24, 25. 
After they had smitten the children of 
Benjamin, we read that " The children 
of Israel departed thence At that time, 
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every man to his tribe, and to his 2904 1155 
famuy, and they went out from thence 
every man to his inheritance." " In 
those days, there was no king in Israel : 
every man did that which was right in 
his own eyes." After this we read 
(1 Sam. iv. 10—13) " that the Philis- 
tines fought, and Israel was smitten; 
and they fled every man into his tent ; 
and there was a very great slaughter, 
for there fell of Israel 30,000 footmen." 
"And the ark of God was taken." 
" And it came to pass, when the mes- 
senger mentioned the ark of Q-od, that 
Eli fell from off the seat backward by 
. the side of the gate, and his neck brake, 
and he died : for he was an old man 
and heavy. And he judged Israel forty 

years" .40 2944 1115 

1 Sam. vii. 1, 2. — " And the men of Kir- 
jath-jearim came and fetched up the 
ark of the Lord." " And it came to 
pass while the ark abode at Kirjath- 
jearim, that the time was long ; for it 
was twenty years : and the house of 
Israel lamented after the Lord." (Here 
end the Judges, 450.) 20 2964 1095 

A Chboi^ological Table of the Judges. 



Judges, iii. 8. Under Chushan 

11. Othniel . 

" 14. Eglon . 

30. Ehud . 

" iv. 3. Jabin , 

" V. 31. Barak . 

" vi. 1. Midianites 

" viii. 28. Gideon . 

" ix. 22. Abimelech 

" X. 2. Tola . . 

3. Jaip , . 



YEARS 

. 8 
, 40 

18 

80 

20 

40 
7 

40 
3 

23 

22 



BIBLE CHBOKOLOGY. 15 



YEARS 

Jodges, X. 8. Philistines . . 18 

" xii. 7. Jephthah . . 6 

" 9. Ibzan . . 7 

11. Elon ... 10 

" 14. Abdon ... 8 

Sampson and Philistines. (Judges, 

xiii. 1 ; XV. 20 ; xvi. 31) .... 40 
1 Sam. iv. 18. Under Eli .... 40 
Ark abode at Kirjath-jearim (1 Sam. 
vii. 2) for 20 



The whole number of yeartf for the 

Judges (Acts, xiii. 20) . . . 450 
Joshua, y. 6. Wilderness state ... 40 
Joshua, Elders and Anarchy . 20 
Acts, xiii. 21. Saul the first king . . 40 
1 Kings, ii.ll. David the second king . 40 
The foundation of the Temple was 

laid in the year of Solomon's reign. 

(See 1 Kings, vi. 1) 4 

The whole number of years . . . 594 

Note, — Here I differ in the whole number of years 
which are given by other chronologers for Samuel, namely, 
20, 22, and 24 years. But before I shew why I add no 
additional time, it would be right and just to give the 
age of Samuel at his death, according to the opinion of 
man ; so that all might read, and judge for themselves, 
whether there ought or ought not to be any additional 
time added ; and likewise see how far short my ideas and 
calculations fall of that number given (98). 

Samuel, then, was supposed to have died in the ninety- 
eighth year of his age, that he was thirty-eight at the 
death of Eli, and that he died from two to four years 
before Saul. 

Now, if Samuel was thirty-eight at the death of Eli, 
then twenty years added to that (the time the ark abode 
at Kirjath-jearim) would make him fifty-eight when 
Saul began to reign. Then, if Saul survived Samuel 
from two to four years, Samuel must have been. coi^\s!l- 
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porary with Saul thirty-six or thirty-eight years, because 
Saul reigned forty years. Now, if we take the latter 
number (38) and add it to SamuePs other number (58), 
that will make 96, the age of Samuel at his death, two 
years short of his supposed age. Or, if we take the former 
number (36), that would make him, at his death, ninety- 
four, four years short of his number (98.) 

I am well aware we read in 1 Samuel, vii. 15, "That 
Samuel judged Israel aU the days of his life." Yet, fix)m 
the 16th and 17th verses of the same chapter, we may very 
readily suppose, without violating the Scriptures, that 
Samuel was not only a prophet, but a judge and magi- 
strate in settling disputes and differences throughout the 
land, the same as judges and magistrates do now-a-day, 
and that he sat, perhaps every day, to hear and judge 
causes, thus making good the text, " Samuel judged Israel 
all the days of his life," Now, we know for a fact that 
Samuel was contemporary with Eli and Saul, and that he 
anointed Saul king; therefore I cannot see how there 
ought to be any additional time added. But, if there should 
be any time given, it would be that of the ark abiding at 
Kirjath-jearim, for that is the only time we can find in 
Scripture that would answer; but as I have given that 
time in the table of the Judges I do not give it again, 
because we cannot, or ought not, give the same time 
twice over. 

I do not expect this assertion will be believed, because 
all chronologers allow a set time for Samuel, and then it 
is natural enough to say — as all agree they therefore 
must be right, and that my ideas are wrong. But is 
there not a reason for all agreeing ? I think there is. 
Suffice it to say, we are all too apt to prefer and copy the 
dates and opinions of man rather than read and study the 
"Word of God and judge for ourselves, (I mean on such 
points as those). 

I think I have given a just reason (at least I have 
endeavoured to do so to the best of my knowledge) why 
I give no time for Samuel, and shall therefore pass it over 
and begin with the reign of Saul. 

Acts, xiii. 21. — " And afterward (after the 
expiration of the Judges) they desired 
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a king, and God gave unto them Saul, 2964 1095 

the son of a Cis, a man of the tribe of 

Benjamin, by the space of forty years." 

(See 1 Samuel, viii. 10, to end of chapter, 

and chapters ix. and x.) 40 3004 1055 

2 Samuel, v. 4, 5. — " David was thirty- 
three years old when he began to reign, 

and he reigned forty years." " In He- 
bron he reigned over Judah seven years 

and six months ; and in Jerusalem he 

reigned thirty-three years over all Israel * -^^ 

ana Judah." (See 1 Kings, ii. 10. 11 ; 

1 Chron. xxix. 26, 27 ; 1 Chron. iii. 4.) . 40 3044 1015 
1 Kings, ii. 12. — " Then sat Solomon upon 

the throne of David his father." Then, 

(1 Kings,xi. 42,43) " And the time that 

Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all 

Israel was forty years." " And Solomon 

slept with his fathers, and Eehoboam his 

son reigned in his stead." (2 Chron. ix. 

30,31.) 40 3084 975 

* xii. 1. — " And Eehoboam went 

to Shechem ; for all Israel were come to 

Shechem to make him king." (1 Kings, 

xiv. 21, 31.) " And Eehoboam, son of 

Solomon, reigned in Judah " Eehoboam 

was forty-one years old when he began 

to reign, and he reigned seventeen years 

in Jerusalem. " And he slept with his 

fathers." "AndAbijah his son reigned 

in his stead." (2 Chron. xii. 13, 16 ; 

1 Chron. iii. 10, Abia ; Matt. i. 7, Abia 

is Abijah.) 17 3101 958 

- XV. 1, 2, 8. — " Now in the eigh- 



teenth year of king Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat reigned Abijah over Judah." 
" Three years reigned he in Jerusalem." 
" And Abijah slept with his fathers;" 
" And Asa his son reigned in his stead." 

(2 Chron. xiv. 1, 2.) 3 3104 965 

XV. 9, 10, 24.—" And in the 
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twentieth year of Jeroboam king of 3104 955 

Israel reigned Asa over Judah." " And 
forty and one years reigned he in Jeru- 
salem." "And Asa slept with his 
fathers." "And Jehoshaphat his son 
reigned in his stead." (2 Chron. xvi. 

13, 14.) 41 3146 914 

1 Kings, xxii. 41, 42, 60. — " And Jehosha- 
phat the son of Asa began to reign over 
Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king 
of Israel." " Jehoshaphat was thirty- 
five years old when he began to reign ; 
and he reigned twenty-five years in 
Jerusalem." "And he slept with his 
fathers ; and Jehoram his son reigned 
in his stead." (2 Chron. xx. 31.) . . 25 3170 889 

Note, — Here I differ two years in the time given 
for the reign of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat. Dr. 
Jarvis gives eight, I give six. Shewn thus : 2 Kings, 
viii. 17, " Joram the son of Jehoshaphat was thirty-two 
years old when he began to reign ; and he reigned eight 
years in Jerusalem." Here, then, is the reason for eight 
years being given. Now I will shew why I only give six. 
We read, in 2 Kings, iii. 1, " That Joram the son of Ahab 
began to reign over Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth 
year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah ; and reigned twelve 
years." Then, in 2 Kings, viii. 16, we read " That in the 
fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel, Jeho- 
shaphat being then at the same time living and king of 
Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah 
began to reign." Here, you see, Joram the son of Ahab 
king of Israel began his reign in the eighteenth year of 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah ; and that Joram the son of 
Jehoshaphat began his reign in the fifth year of Joram the 
son of Ahab kmg of Israel. So that the fifth year of 
Jorom the son of Ahab king of Israel answers or coincides 
to the twenty-third year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 
when Jehoram his son began to reign ; but, remember, his 
father still Uving. Jehowiaphat reigned twentj-five years 
(1 Kings, xxii. 42) ; so from the twenty-third year of 
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Jehoshaphat, when his son Jehoram began to reign, to his 
(Jehoshaphat's) death in his twenty-fifth year, there 
elapsed two years for the reign of Jehoram with his father. 
Then subtract tho^e two that he reigned with his father 
fix)m his number (8), there remain six for him to reign 
alone. 

AGE A.M. B.C. 

1 therefore give, according to this, six years 3170 889 

to Jehoram the spn of Jehoshaphat . 6 3176 883 

2 Kings, viii. 24, 26. — "And Jehoram 
slept with his fathers ; and Ahaziah his 
son reigned in his stead." " Twenty- 
two years old was Ahaziah when he 
began to reign ; and he reigned one year 

in Jerusalem." (2 Chron. xxii. 1, 2.) . 1 3177 882 
xi. 1 — 3, 20.— "And when 

Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw 

that her son was dead, she arose and 

destroyed all the seed royal." "But 

Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, 

sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of 

Ahaziah, and stole him &om among the 

king's sons which were slain ; and they 

bid him £rom Athaliab, so that he was 

slain not." " And he was with her hid 

in the house of the Lord six years : and 

Athaliah did reign over the land. ' * "And 

they slew Athaliah with the sword." 

(2 Chron. xxii. 10, 11.) 6 3183 876 

2 Chron. xxiv. 1, 2, 5, 27. — " Joash ( Jeho- 

ash) was seven years old when he began 

to reign ; and he reigned forty years in 

Jerusalem." "And his servants con- 
spired against him, for the blood of 

Jehoiada the priest ; and slew him on 

his bed, and he died." " And Amaziah 

his son reigned in his stead." (2 Kings, 

xi. 21 ; 2 Kings, xii. 1, 20, 21.) ... 40 3223 836 
2 Kings, xiv. 1, 2. — " In the second year 

of Joash son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, 

reigned Amaziah the son of Joash king 

of Judah." " He was twenty-five years 
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old when he began to reign, and he 3223 836 
reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusa- 
lem." (2 Chron. xxv. 1.) 29 3252 807 

Note, — Here is allowed an interregnum for eleven 
years in the kingdom of Judah, namely, " From the very 
end of the fifteenth, or the beginning of the sixteenth year, 
of Jeroboam king of Israel (which coincides with the 
twenty-ninth of Amaziah king of Judah, when he was 
slain), to the twenty-seventh of Jeroboam king of Israel, 
when Azariah son of Amaziah was made king of Judah : 
in which Archbishop Usher, Dr. Hale, and Dr. Jarvis 
concur. But from whom I differ, and will endeavour to 
shew that there ought not to be allowed an interregnum 
in the kingdom of Judah ; but those eleven years ought to 
be made a part of Azariah' s number (52), and to be 
reckoned from his father's death (Amaziah) . But that 
an interregnum ought to be allowed in the kingdom of 
Israel for eleven years. 

A regency and no interregnum for the kingdom of 
Judah, but an interregnum for eleven years in the king- 
dom of Israel. Thus shewn ; 2 "Kings, xiv. 1, 2 : " In the 
second year of Joash king of Israel (he reigned sixteen 
years, 2 Kings, xiii. 10) began Amaziah king of Judah" 
(he reigned twenty-nine years, 2 Kings, xiv. I, 2, and 
2 Chron. xxv. 1). Amaziah then was contemporary with 
Joash king of Israel fourteen years. So the end of Amar 
ziah's fourteenth year coincided with the sixteenth year of 
Jehoash king of Israel at his death, and Jeroboam his son 
reigned in his stead (2 Kings, xiv. 16). Here I account 
for fourteen years out of Amaziah' s number (29) ; now we 
have fifteen years of Amaziah' s left (2 Kings, xiv. 17). 
In this text we read " that Amaziah, the son of Joash 
king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of Jeho- 
ash king of Israel." Then, verse 23, same chapter, we 
read " In the fifteenth year (must be first month) of 
Amaziah king of Judah began Jeroboam the son of 
Jehoash king of Israel, and he reigned forty-one years." 
In this text we find Amaziah was fifteen years con- 
temporary with Jeroboam king of Israel ; so if we add 
this number fifteen to the other number fourteen, that 
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will make Amaziah's number of years twenty-niDe, which 
coincides with the end of the fiileenth year of Jeroboam 
(the last month) king of Israel, when Amaziah was slain 
and Azariah his son ascended the throne, but could not 
have been more than five years old ; and then from that 
time till he was crowned at the age of sixteen, which was 
the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel, there 
elapsed the eleven years regency. We read, 2 Kings, 
XV. 1, 2, " That in the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam 
king of Israel began Azariah (not crowned till this time), 
son of Amaziah king of Judah, to reign." Sixteen years 
old was he when he was made king and he reigned fifty- 
two years ; but they must be reckoned from his father's 
death and not from the time he was crowned ; but allow, 
as I have just said, a regency for eleven years in the 
kingdom of Judah : but an interregnum for eleven years 
in the kingdom of Israel. And here is my reason for 
such an idea: We find by so doing that the death of 
Jeroboam king of Israel, who reigned forty-one years 
(2 Kings, xiv. 23), coincides with the twenty-seven of 
Azariah king of Judah ; and then from that time till 
Zachariah the son of Jeroboam was made king of Israel, 
which was the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of 
Judah (2 Kings, xv. 8), there elapsed eleven years inter- 
regnum in the kingdom of Israel. 

Now, if we reckon the other way, viz., allow an inter- 
regnum in the kingdom of Judah for eleven years, what 
do we find in that of Israel ? An interregnum of twenty- 
four years, because the fourteenth year of Azariah coin- 
cides with the forty-first of Jeroboam king of Israel ; so, 
from the fourteenth year of Azariah king of Judah to his 
thirty-eighth year, when Zachariah son of Jeroboam was. 
made king of Israel (2 Kings, xv. 8), there elapsed twenty- 
four years from the death of Jeroboam king of Israel to 
the crowning of his son Zachariah. Is it likely, is it 
reasonable ? — I think not. And is it not strange and 
remarkable, that, though all concur (chronologers whose 
names I have mentioned at the beginning of this argu- 
ment) to an interregnum in the kingdom of Judah for 
eleven years, there is not one word mentioned about an 
interregnum in that of Israel. But have we not, I ask, 
iiite as strong or even a stronger foundation for suppos- 
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ing there was an interregnuin in the kingdom of Israel 
for eleven years, as we have for supposing that of Judah. 

1 think we have, as I have previously shewn. 

But do not think, because I may fancy this, or fancy 
that, that I want to lead or to make any believe the 
same : " No," that would not be right or just, because 
my ideas and calculations may be completely wrong ; and 
then, by so doing, we should not be any nearer the truth. 
But what I would advise all to do is this : read, study 
and judge for yourselves, and do not be led away with my 
ideas, or with the ideas of any man, but let your own 
judgment be your expositor. 

AGE A.M. B.C. 

2 Kings, xiv. 21.—" And all the people of 3252 807 
Judah took Azariah, TJzziah, or Ozias 

(which was 16 years old) and made him 

king instead of his father Amaziah." 

Then, 2 Kings, xv. 1, 2.—" And he 

reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem." 

Same chap. v. 7. — " So Azariah slept with 

his fathers, and Jotham his son reigned 

in his stead." (TJzziah, 2 Chron. xxvi. 1, 3 ; 

Ozias, Matt. i. 8, 9 ; Azariah, 1 Chron. 

iii. 12.) 62 3304 755 

2 Chron. xxvii. 1, 8, 9 — " Jotham was 

twenty-five years old when he began to 

reign, and he reigned sixteen years in 

Jerusalem." " And Jotham slept with 

his fathers, and Ahaz, or Achaz, his son 

reigned in his stead." (2 Kings, xv. 33, 38 ; 

1 Chron. iii. 12.) 16 3320 739 

■— ^— — xxviii. 1, 27. — " Ahaz, or Achaz, 

was twenty years old when he began to 

reign, and he reigned sixteen years in 

Jerusalem." " And Ahaz slept with his 

fathers, and they buried him in the city, 

even in Jerusalem, and Hezekiah his son 

reigned in his stead.' ' (2 Kings, x vi. 1, 2, 

20 ; Achaz, Matt. i. 9.) 16 3336 723 

xxix. 1. — " Hezekiah began to 



reign when he was twenty-five years old, 
and he reigned twenty-nine years in 
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Jerusalem.'* Then chap, xxxii. 33 — 3336 723 

" And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, 

and Manasseh his son reigned in his 

stead." (2 Kings, xviii. 1, 2 ; 1 Chron. iii. 

13 ; Matt. i. 9, 10.) 29 3365 694 

2 Chron, xixiii. 1, 20. — " Manasseh was 

twelve years old when he began to reign, 

and he reigned fifty-five years in Jeru- 
salem." '' So Manasseh slept with his 

fathers, and Amon his son reigned in his 

stead." (2 Kings, xx. 21 ; xxi. 1 ; 1 Chron. 

iii. 13 ; Matt. i. 10.) 66 3420 639 

xxxiii. 21, 24, 26. — " Amon was 

twenty-two years old when he began to 

reign, and he reigned two years in Jeru- 
salem." " Then his servants conspired 

against him, and slew him in his own 

house." " But the people of the land 

slew all them that had conspired against 

king Amon, and the people of the land 

made Josiah his son king in his stead." 

(2 Kings, xxi. 19 to the end of chapter) 2 3422 637 
— xxxiv. 1. — " Josiah, or Josias, 



was eight years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
thirty-one years." Then chap, xxxvi. 1. 
" Then the people of the land took 
Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and made 
him king in his father's stead in Jeru- 
salem." (2 Kings, xxii. 1 ; xxiii. 28, 29, 

30 ; Josias, Matt. i. 10.) 31 3463 606 

xxiii. 31, 34, 36. — " Jehoahaz was 



twenty-three years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned three months 
in Jerusalem." " And Pharaoh-nechoh 
made Eliakim the son of Josiah (and 
brother to Jehoahaz), king in the room 
of Josiah his father, and turned his 
name to Jehoiakim." " And he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem." 
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Now from other portions of Scripture which I intend 
to bring forward to bear upon this point, I am led 
strongly to believe, in my own mind, that seven years out 
of Jehoiakim's number (11) ought to be allowed in the 
seventy years Captivity predicted by Jeremiah ; but which, 
according to the ideas and calculations of those more 
learned than myself, is quite the reverse. 

My method of studying the Scriptures is plainly this :— 
I do not stand upon the strength of one text only for my 
information, but compare one with another; not that 
I mean to say any text is wrong ; but if we were to rest 
satisfied with one, and one only, it would then throw us 
wrong in our calculations, i'or instance, we read that 
Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat reigned eight years : so 
he did, but he began to reign while his father was alive, 
and reigned two years with him. This reduced his num- 
ber (8) to (6) for him to reign alone. The same occurs 
with Jehoiakim, for though we read he reigned eleven 
years, which he did, yet seven out of the eleven he 
reigned by permission of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Note, — Here then I vary a period of eight years: 
thus, — From whose time and reign are we to date the 
seventy years Captivity ? — there are several. Shall we 
date it from the general opinion and that which is taken 
for granted, namely, the first year of the reign of Zede- 
kiah ? If so, the first of his reign would coincide with 
the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar, and would be quite 
opposite to the Scriptures, which describe the Captivity to 
begin with the first year of Nebuchadnezzar, and to end 
with the death of Cyaxares, or Darius the Mede, and the 
first year of Cyrus. And then, by dating it from that 
time (the first of Zedekiah) to that of Cyrus, we fall short 
of the number seventy by eight years, for instead of se- 
venty years we can only reckon sixty-two. But if you 
will date it from the time I advance, namely, the fourth 
year of the reign of Jehoiachim, you will find that we 
not only have the seventy years for the Captivity, but 
we have also undisputed Scripture authority for the 
first year of Nebuchadnezzar (and which cannot be 
denied) and that is what I am in search of. Thus shewn : 
Daniel, i. 1, 2. In the third year of Jehoiakim king of 
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Judfth came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jeru- 
salem, and besieged it. " And the Lord gave Jehoiakim 
into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of 
God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the 
house of his god ; and he brought the yessels into the 
treasure-house of his god," &c. Compare this with 

AGE. A.M. B.C. 

25th Jeremiah, 1. '' The word that came 8453 606 

to Jeremiah concerning all the people 
of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoia- 
kim, the son of Josiah king of Judah, 
that was the first of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon ;" here then began the 
Captivity 4 3457 602 

Perhaps there are those who may try to raise an 
obstacle here, and say. But Daniel and Jeremiah differ. 
I answer they do not. 

Hiere are two ways which this can be explained. 
Krst. — Daniel may be speaking of Nebuchadnezzar as 
lewamg with his father in the kindom of Babylon, and 
/ which, to my mind, is the correct one. Secondly. —He 
-^ may mean tms : that at that time (third Jehoiakim) came 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, against Jehoiakim king 
of Judah ; but, according to Jeremiah, he (Johoiakim) 
did not fall into his hands till the fourth of his reign : 
th^n began the vassalage. 

Here you see the end of the third according to Daniel, 
and the beginning of the fourth to Jeremiah coincides 
with the first of Nebuchadnezzar, so that either way they 
agree. And so explicit is Jeremiah that he says the fourth 
of Jehoiakim " was the first of Nebuchadnezzar." 

Now the reason for my first idea is this : "We read in 
Daniel (i. 8, 4, 5), " That after he and his friends had been 
learning the Chaldean language for three years," Nebu- 
chadnezzar (we read in Daniel ii. 1) had this dream. *^ And 
in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzal*, 
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit 
was troubled, and his sleep brake from him," &'c, to end 
of chapter. 

This would exactly agree with Jeremiah. For Daniel 
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and his friends were taben captive in the third of ;rehma* 
kim, nearly one year before Jehoiakim became tributary 
to I^ebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. (This was before 
he (Nebuchadnezzar) reigned alone, &r when Daniel and 
his Mends were taken captiyes he was then reigning with 
his father.) And that, according to this. Darnel's third 
year answers to the second of Nebuchadnezzar, when he 
had his dream and Daniel interpreted it. 

As a further proof that the first of Zedekiah '^ was 
not the first of Nebuchadnezzar," but of that of the fourth 
of Jehoiakim, the Bible giyes the following. (Compare 
Jeremiah, xxxiz. 1, 2, and lii. 4, 5, 12, with 2 Kings, xxy. 
1, 2, 8.) 

There you will see that the eleventh year of Zedekiah 
^&9 the nineteenth of Nebuchadnezzar. Here then is a 
fact that the first of Zedekiah was not the first of Ne- 
buchadnezzar. But reckon from the fourth of Jehoiakim, 
as I have just stated, up to the elevenUi of Zedekiah, you 
will then have, according to Jeremiah, the nineteenth ye» 
of Nebuchadnezzar, ^ewn thus: Jehoiakim, king of 
Judah, reigned eleven years, but in his fourth he became 
tributary, so that from his fourth to his eleventh there are 
seven years ; then one year for his son Jehoiachim by 
grant of Nebuchadnezzar (see 2 Chron. xxxvi. 8, 9, 10) 
makes eight ; then the eleventh year of Zedekiah being 
added makes nineteen. Thus making good the text, 
'' the eleventh of Zedekiah was the nineteenth year of 
Nebuchadnezzar." (See also Jeremiah zxvi. 1—10; Jep. 
xxvii. 1 — 12 ; Jer. xxiii. 1—6, and reckon, as before 
stated, 2 Kings, xxiv. 12.) 

JVb^^.-^Here, we read, Jeremiah is told that seventy 
years shall be the duration of the captivity in Babylon* 
(Jeremiah xxv. 1, 2, 3, 4—8, 9, 10, 11.) " The word that 
came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in 
the fourth year of Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah king ci 
Judah, that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon." "The which Jeremiah "the prophet spake 
unto all the people of Judah, and to all of the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem," saying " From the thirteenth year of 
Josiah, the son of Amon king of Judah, even unto tins 
day, that is the twenty-third year, the word of the Lord 
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hath oome unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising 
early and speaking ; but ye have not hearkened." ^ And 
the Lord hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, 
rifling early and sending them ; but ye have not hearkened, 
nor inclined your ear to hear." Therefore thus saith the 
Lord of Hosts, ** Because ye have not heard my words, 
behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, 
saith the Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Baby- 
Ion, my servant, and will bring them against this land, 
and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these 
nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and 
make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and per- 
petual desolations." *' Moreover, I will take from them 
the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of 
the bridegroom, and the voice of tl^ bride, the sound of 
the mibtones, and the light of the candle. And this 
whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment ; 
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy 
yearq." This is a period covered by the aoe a.m. b.c. 
sure word of prophecy, and which thus 70 3527 532 
marks its commencement. 

The end of the Captivity is also marked in the pre- 
dicted prophecy (Jeremiah, xxv. 12, 13, 14.) '^ And it 
shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, 
that I will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, 
saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of the 
Chaldeans, and wiU make it perpetual desolations. And 
I wiU brinfi; upon that land all my words which I have 
pronounced against it, even all that is written in this 
Dook, which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the 
nations. For many nations and great kings shall serve 
themselves of them also : and I will recompense them 
according to their deeds, and according to the works of 
their own hands." This is shewn by Daniel to have been 
Mtwrally fulfiUed. (Daniel v. 1, 4, 5—30, 31.) " Belshazzar 
Hbe. king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, 
and dnmk wine before the thousand. They drank wine, 
and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of 
iron, of wood, and of stone. In the same hour came forth 
fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the can- 
dlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king's palace : 
and the kmg saw part of the hand that wrote. In that 

2 
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night was Belsbazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain, 
and Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about 
sixty-two years old." 

Darius was uncle and father-in-law to Cyrus, and, after 
reigning two years, he died, and left the whole of them to 
Cyrus. These sevent;^ years must therefore have ended 
with the death of Darius the Mede, although it is gene- 
raUy supposed they ended with that of Belshazzar. But 
we know the duration of the Captivity was to continue 
seventy years. (Notes : Dan. ix. 2 ; Zach. vii. 5 ; Jer. 
XXV. 11, 12 ; xxvii. 7 ; xxix. 10 ; 2 Chron. xxivi. 21.) And 
that after the expiration of that period the Jews were to 
be released from their captiviiy ; and that that was to 
take place in the first year of the reign of Cyrus. Now 
we know, for a fact, Cyrus did not succeed Belshazzar in 
the kingdom of Babvlon, but Darius ; consequently the 
seventy years ended, in my mind, with the death of 
Darius, and the overthrow of the Babylonian empire in 
the first year of the reign of Cyrus ; and who, in the first 
year of his reign, proclaimed liberty to the captive Jews. 
(Notes : 2 Chron. xxxvi. 20 to 23 ; Ezra i. 1, 2.) " Now 
in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of 
the Lord, spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah, might be 
accomplished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, 
king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout 
his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith 
Cyrus, king of Persia: all the kingdoms of the earth 
hath the Lord G-od of Heaven given me ; and he hath 
charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is 
in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people P 
the Lord his Q-od be with him, and let him go up." 

Cheokologioal Table of the Capttvitt. 

Nebuchadnezzar, after the first captivity of the Jews, 
in the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim (Jer. xxv. 1), 
reigned forty-five years (Jer. lii. 31) : "And it came to 
pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the cantivity of 
Jehoiachin, king of Judah, in the twelfth montn, in the 
five and twentieth day of the month, that Evil-merodach, 
king of Babvlon, in the first year of his reign, lifbed up 
the head of Jehoiachim, king of Judah, and brought him 
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forth out of prison." (See 2 Kings, xxv. 27.) In these 
texts we find Nebuchadnezzar reigned after the captivity 
of Jehoiachim thirty-seven years. Now add one year 
that Jehoiachim reigned in Judah, before he was taken 
captive, by grant of Nebuchadnezzar (see 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
9, 10 ; 2 Kings, xxiv. 8 to 13), making thirty-eight years. 
Then seven years of his father's number (11) being 
added, make in all forty-five years ; because Nebuchad- 
nezzar took Jehoiakim his father in the fourth of his 
reign. (See Jer. xxv. 1 ; Dan. i. 1, 2.) He reigned eleven 
years (2 Chron. xxxvi. 5 ; 2 Kings, xxiii. 36.) 

Nebuchadnezzar reigned 
Evil-merodach .... 

NerigHssar .... 

Belshazzar ..... 
Darius the Mede 

Total number of years for the Ba- — 
bylonish captivity . . .70 

I have thus brought down the chronology of the 
world to the end of the seventy years Captivity, which is 
as &r as the chronology of the Bible throws any light 
upon the subject. I trust by so doing I have not varied 
so much in one text but that I have been able to prove 
it satisfactorily by another. But I must own I have not 
found it an easy or an ordinary task, but quite the re- 
verse ; for it has been a task of time, as well as one for 
the head. And so very difficult and bewildering have I 
found it, that at times I have been completely lost ; so 
much so that 1 could neither spell nor cast up my calcula- 
tions. I therefore ask you, as speaking to Christians and 
reasonable beings, this being my first attempt of the kind, 
and as I am not high learned, but of poor and humble 
parents, myself being a domestic, whether under such 
circumstances all little errors and mistakes ought not to 
be overlooked and pardoned. I trust they will be. 

We will now return to our chronology, and begin with 
the rise of the Persian Empire, and trace it through to its 
fall ; from that to the death of Alexander the Great, and 
the Ptolemies of Egypt ; and from the Ptolemies of Egypt 
to the death of Herod the Great. But in doing so I shall 
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not confine myself to one historian, but quote sereral, so 
that the imleamed, like myself, may understand ; though 
at the same time I am well aware it is not required for 
those who are above me. But I do it for the poorer chiss, 
those of my own equal, and for those below me. For mjnself 
I think we cannot have those things laid down too easy 
or too simple, and I have no doubt your views are the 
same. 

There are different dates given for the rise of tba 
Persian empire, though all concur in the same tune for iti 
fall, viz., 330 B.C., and by Alexander the Great. The dates 
for its rise are as follows : 559, 538, 536, 526^ b. o. ; but 
according to this chronology, 532 b. o. 

Now if the date for the rise of the Persian empire, 
538 B. 0., could be proved, I certainly should prefer that 
to any of the others. But as we cannot, I do not think 
it just to give it for the sake of gratifying my own ideas, 
or to suit my own calculations, or to make myself appear 
clever and ^. On the contkry, it is &r kore h^ 
and just to give a number we can prove (as far as the 
history of man can be relied on), than to give one we c^- 
not prove. 

But do not misunderstand me ; I do not mean to say 
that because I cannot prove that date (viz. 538 B.C.) for 
the rise of the Persian empire, that tnat date and the 
others are all wrong. No, far from it ; or that my ideas 
and dates are right : but will simply lay before the teader 
the name of each king, and the number of years each 
reigned, as given by other historians. 

Not as a proof of the correctness of what I have or 
am about to state, but that the reader may judge for 
himself. At the same time let me beg of you not to place 
too much confidence in those things, especially when 
there are so many different opinions, but an allowance 
must be made for so many handling them : yet, on the 
whole, I think there are irresistible proofs sufficient to 
shew that we cannot vary far from it. 

My reason for saying I prefer for the rise of the Pei> 
sian eiinpire the date 538 b.o. is this : I believe tiiat with 
that date is greatly connected Daniel's vision of 2300 
days, i, e. years. It is taken for granted, by all students 
on prophecy, that they are to be dated from some 



BIBLE CHBOirOLOGY. 31 

point between the rise and fall, and that it stood 208 



Now, what is corroborative of this ? Dr. Gamming, one 
of the most able and learned writers on prophecy, main- 
tains, (and he speaks of it in that excellent and most 
valuable work of his ** The End,") that Daniel's vision 
of 2300 days, i, e. years, should be dated from the Meri- 
dian or noon-tide glory of the Persian empire. If this 
be true, I will endeavour to shew from it hereafter (but 
I do not say for certain), and from another resource far 
stronger, tlmt Damel's vision of 2300 days (years) relates 
to the decay of the Turkish empire and the decline of 
Mohammedism, and that his vision of 1260 days (years), 
which relates to the Eoman empire and the dedine of 
Popery, terminates in the self same year, a.I). 1866, 
whence we may look for the return of the Kings of the 
East, ^ The Jews," and that his vision of 1290 days ter- 
minates A^ B. 1896. And his last and greatest vision of 
1335 days terminates with the 6000 years of creation, 
and that the 6000 years from creation expire a. n. 1941. 

A. If. B.C. 

The rise of the Persian empire ; the first 
year of Gyrus, and the return of the 
Jews, began here 3527 i^32 

Enras of Pebsia. 

Cyrus, the first King of Persia, and 
founder of that empire. He in- 
vaded the kingdom of Assyria, and 
took the ciiy of Babylon, by diying 
the channel of the Euphrates, and 
marching his troops through the 
bed of the river, while the people 
were celebrating a grand festival 
(Dan. V. 1-— 5, 30, 31.) So, having 
broken in and slain Belshazzar, he 
promised neace and safety to aU 
who laid down their arms ; a ge- 
neral submission followed, and the 
empire reduced almost without fur- 
ther bloodshed. But the reader 
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must bear in mind that while Cyrus 3527 532 

was transacting these things, he 

was not reigning alone, but only 

retained the command of the army^ 

and had great power over the whole 

empire. Therefore those years are 

not to be reckoned to Cyrus, but 

his years calculated j&om the time 

he began to reign alone, which took 

place after the death of Darius, in 

the year 532 b. c, and after reign- 
ing seven years he died, aged y. m. 

seventy 707 3534 625 

In the same year Smerdis usurped 

the throne of Persia for seven 7 

months, but was afterwards put to 

death by his brother Cambyses» . 
Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, succeeds 
. his father in the same year that he 

killed his brother Smerdis : and, 

after subjecting Egypt, he dies 

after a reign of seven years and 7 5 7 3542 517 

five months, &om a small wound 

he gave himself with his sword, 

while mounted on horseback. He 

left no issue to succeed him, and 

the throne was again usurped for 

six months by the Magi of Persia ; 6 

and one who greatly resembled the 

deceased prince (Smerdis), and of 

the same name, declared himself 

king, but in the same year is slain, 

and Darius Hystaspis ascends the 

throne. 
Darius Hystaspis, after a long and 

prosperous reign of thirty-sixyears, 36 36 3578 481 

dies, and is succeeded by A erxes 

the Great, the fourth and richest 

King of Persia after Cyrus, and 

which we read of in Dan. xi. 2. 
Xerxes, having inherited or acquired 
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riches, immense beyond conception, 36 3578 481 
stirred up all his subjects and allies 
to invade Greece. For this expe- 
dition he collected the largest army 
that is read of in history, consisting 
of more than five milhons of men, 
besides the Carthaginians and 
others, whom he excited to war 
against the Grecians in other quar- 
ters. But, though this tremen- 
dous invasion exceedingly wasted 
Greece, yet it was resisted, by a 
very small number of the inhabi- 
tants, with the most determined 
valour and the most decided suc- 
cess. The Persian troops were 
shamefully routed and dispersed; 
incredible numbers perished, and 
Xerxes returned home in disgrace 
and almost unattended. But, 
having been restored to his king- 
dom and safety, he forgot his dan- . 
gers, his heavy losses, and his de- 
feats, and gave himself up to riot 
and debauchery. His indolence 
offended his subjects, and Arta- 
banus, the captain of his guards, 
conspired against him, and mur- 
dered him in his bed in the twenty- 21 21 3599 460 
first year of his reign, and his son, 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, succeeds 
him. 
Artaxerxes the Eirst, or Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, destroyed Artabanus 
for the murder of his father Xerxes. 
And in the seventh year of the 
reign of this prince, 453 b. c, Ezra 
the priest, a learned scribe, ob- 
tained a commission from him 
(Ezra, vii. 1, 8, 11,) to go as go- 
vernor to Jerusalem, to reform 

G 3 
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and settle the state of the nation. 21 8589 460 

From this decree, the date of 

Daniel' 8 seyentj- weeks is supposed 

to begin. (Dan. ix. 24.) A little 

difficulty occurs here, because there 

are four edicts recorded in Scrip- 
ture which may seem applicable 

for the dating of these seventy 

weeks, and which cause various 

opinions 
The same difficulty and diSerence of 

opinion occurs with the true a. d. 

the birth of Christ, and " His age 

at His death." 
I do not dwell upon those points now 

but briefly, but will, with G-od's 

help, explain myself more folly in 

the latter part of this work. In 

the which I intend to bring irre- 

sistible proofs from the "Word of 

God, the Holy Scriptures, and 

which no one can dispute ; and to 

which we must have recourse, in 

order to obtain correct informa- 
tion, however learned man may be. 

"With that help therefore, and the 

assistance of history, I am enabled 

to lay before the reader, and shew 

that the " seventy weeks of years," 

that is, 490 years, began as I have 

stated above, and ran out with the 

death of our Saviour, at the age of 

thirty-seven, which was a.I). 87. 

And that the true a. d. ^' did not 

begin," as is generally supposed, 

four years before the so called a. d., 

but that the true a. d., the birth of 

Christ, the first of the Christian 

Era, was in the year of our Lord 

A. n. 1, which was the fortieth and 

last year (the very end) of Herod 
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tiie Great, in the year of the world 21 3599 46P 

4059 B. c. 
This Artaxenes, who is famed for 

protecting the Jews, and restoring 

them to their own country, dies, 

after a reign of thirty seven years, 37 37 3636 423 

and Darius Nothus succeeds him 

to the throne of Persia after some 

bloody contests. 
The period of time that elapsed' be- 
tween the death of Artaxerxes 

Longimanus to the beginning of 

the reign of Darius JN'othus, is nine 

months. Shewn thus : Xerxes the 

Second succeeded his father Artax- 
erxes Longimanus, and was assas- 
sinated in the second month of his 2 

reign, by his brother Sogdianus. 
Sogdianus, who murdered his elder 

brother King Xerxes, that he might 

make himself master of the Per- 
sian throne. His possession of 

the crown was of short duration, 

namely seven months. His brother 7 

Ochus, who reigned under the name 

of Darius Nothus, conspired against 

him, and suffocated him in a tower 

fuU of warm ashes. 
Darius Nothus, after the death of his 

two brothers, ascends the Persian 

throne. Shortly after he began to 

carry on many wars with success, 

under the conduct of his generals 

and his younger son Cyrus. He 

died after a reign of eighteen years, 18 18 3654 405 

and was succeeded by his eldest son 

Artaxerxes the Second, or Memnon, 

who asked him, on his death bed, 

what had been the guide of his 

conduct in the management of the 

empire, that he might imitate him. 
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" The dictates of justice and of re- 18 3054 m 
ligion," replied his expiring father. 

Artaxerxes the Second was sumamed 
Memnon on account of his exten- 
sive memory. His name was Ar- 
saces, which he changed into Artax- 
erxes when he ascended the throne. 
He married two of his own daugh- 
ters, called Atossa and Armestris, 
and named his eldest son Darius to 
be his successor. Darius, however, 
conspired against his father, and 
was put to death ; and Ochus, one 
of the younger sons, and called also 
Artaxerxes, made his wav to the 
throne by causing his elder bro- 
thers Ariosoes and Arsames to be 
assassinated. It is said that Artax- 
erxes died of a broken heart in con- 
sequence of his sons' unnatural be- 
haviour, in the ninety-fourth year 
of his age, after a reign of forty-six 
years 46046 3700 369 

Artaxerxes the Third, sumamed 
Ochus, succeeded his father Artax- 
erxes the Second, and established 
himself on the throne of Persia by 
murdering above eighty of his near- 
est relations. He ordered one of 
his officers to be put to death for 
conspiring against him, and reco- 
verea Egypt, which had revolted ; 
destroyed Sidon, and ravaged all 
Syria. He made war against the 
Cadusus (a race of people near the 
Caspian Sea), and greatly rewarded 
a private man caUed Codomanus 
for his uncommon valour. But his 
behaviour in Egypt, and his cruelty 
towards the inhabitants, offended his 
subjectSy and Bagoas (an Egyptian 
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eunuch in the court of this prince, 46 3700 359 

and such was his power that nothing 

could be done without his consent) 

at last obliged his physician to 

poison him in the twenty-first year 21 21 3721 338 

of his reign, and afterwards gave 

his flesh to be devoured by cats, 

and made handles for swords with 

his bones, because he had killed 

the god Apis. He is succeeded by 

Arogus his son. 
Arogus, Arses or Arsames, is placed 

on the throne by Bagoas, but 

whom he afterwards poisons, in 

the second year of his reign, and 2 2 3723 336 

is succeeded by Darius Codoma- 

nus. 
Darius the Third, sumamed Codo- 

manus, whom the eunuch Bagoas 

raised to the throne, though not 

allied to the royal family, but in 

the hopes that he would do accord- 
ing to his will ; but he prepared to 

poison him when he found he would 

not, but despised his advice and 

aimed at independence. Darius 

soon after discovered his treachery, 

and made him drink of that poison 

which he had prepared for him. 

Darius was one of the most hand- 
some men in the Persian empire ; 

at the same time the most brave 

and generous of the Persian kings. 
Alexander the Great defeated him 

several times, and at last subverted 

the Persian monarchy after it had 

been established, according to some, 

206, 208 and 228 years ; but, ac- 
cording to this, 203 years and three 

months. Darius was killed by his 
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own generals after a short reign of 3723 336 

six years 606 3729 380 

The Medo-Persian Empire stood ac- 
cording to this . 203 8 

Thus were the prophecies of Daniel fulfilled^ who had 
foretold the rise and enlargement of the second kingdom 
on earth, the Medo-Persian monarchy, under the emblem 
of a bear (Dan. vii. 5), and seen as declining under thQ 
symbol of a ram. (Dan. viii. 3, 4.) The kingdom of 
Media and Persia, at its rise, was shewn to Daniel at its 
birth under the form of a savage bear, which should arise 
and devour (destroy) much flesh, which may signify the 
conquests of the Medes and Persians, and the cruelty of 
the Persian kings. The bear aptly described the nature 
of this monarchy; but the "ram with two horns" was, in 
those coimtries, its known emblem. The original word 
for " a ram," and that for Elam or Persia, have a great 
affinity. It was usual for the kings of Persift to weai* a 
diadem of gold made like " a ram's head ;" and it is said 
that " rams' heads with horns," one higher and the other 
lower, are still to be seen on the pilmrs of PfersepoHs. 
The two horns of this ram, one higher than the other, 
cannot mean Darius or Cyrus, or any two princes, for tiie 
"ram" had two horns when attacked by the goat 
(Dan. viii. 5, 6, 7), or the Macedonians, the third kingdom 
on earth ; but signify the united power and strength of 
the Medes and Persians forming one monarchy. 

The Medes were the most ancient of the two nations, 
and had been the most eminent ; but the Persians were 
the most powerful and renowned, so that "the higher 
came up mst." This ram, though comparatively less 
courageous than a bear, was seen "by the prophet, pushing 
or butting with its horns, westward, northward and 
southward, so that none (no nation) dare face him, but 
did according to his will, and became very great. This 
would signify the conquests of the Persian kmgs, extend- 
ing westward, northward and southward. Its destruction 
is shewn to Daniel under the form of " an he-goat." For 



BIBLE CHBOKOLOOT. 39 

whilst the prophet beheld with amazement the fory and 
success of the ''ram" he saw ''an he-goat come from 
the west" (Dan. yiii. 5) to oppose him ; this was after 
wards interpreted to mean the kingdom of G-reece, or 
Macedonia (as the " ram with two horns" was for the 
kingdom of the Modes and Persians ; Dan. viii. 20, 21.) 
And the notable horn that was between his eyes simplifies 
the first king, or Alexander the Ghreat. A goat was the 
known emblem of this kingdom ; and the Macedonians 
had been long called the goat's people ; for " Caranus, 
tiieir first king (814 b.g.) going with a great multitude 
of Ghreeks to seek new habitations in Macedonia, was 
oommanded by the oracle to take the goats for his guides 
to empire : anil afterwards, seeing an herd of goats fleeing 
firom a yiolent storm, he followed them to Edessa, and 
there fixed the seat of his empire, made the goats his 
ensigns, and called the city JSgesa, or the GK)at's town, 
and the people jEgeadffi, or the Goat's people." — Bp, 
Newton. 

SLaying completed the history of the Medo-Persian 
empire by tracing it through to its fall, we will continue 
our chronology with the destroyer Alexander the Great, 
substituting the Grecian or Macedonian empire for that 
which he had as it were trodden under foot, 330 b. o. 

Alexander the Great, the first king and founder of the 
Grecian or Macedonian empire, and, as we read (Daniel, 
xi. 2), a mighty king that shall stand up, that shall rule 
with great dominion, and do axxK)rding to his will. This 
empire is likewise denoted by the belly and thighs of 
brass, in Nebuchadnezzar's dream (Daniel, ii. 31 to 40) ; 
it is denoted again, in Daniel's first vision, by a leopard 
(Daniel, vii. 6), which had upon the back of it four 
wings of a fowl ; the beast had also four heads. Also 
as an he-goat in his second (which I haye previously 
explained; Daniel, viii. 5 to 8). The leopard with the 
four wings of a fowl upon his back maj mean Alexander's 
great strength, and the unusual rapidity of his conquests. 
Afber the death of Alexander, or as some affirm before, 
his kingdom was divided into four parts among his cap- 
tains (Dan. viii. 21, 22 ; xi. 4.), "Egypt, Syria, Macedo- 
nia^ and Thrace, with some parts of Asia Minor. These 
were the four heads of this third beast (the tiiird kingdom 
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upon earth) and under them dominion was given to it, 
till it was gradually reduced by the Eomans." — Scott. 

After Alexander had subdued Asia, and opened a way 
to India, with incredible rapidity, he gave himself up to 
intemperance, and having drunk to excess he feU sick and 
died, after he had obliged " aU the world to be quiet be- 
fore him." (1 Maccabees, i. 3.) Being sensible that his 
end was near, he sent for his court, and declared that he 
gave the empire to the most deserving. Some state, 
however, that he regulated the succession by a will. The 
author of the first book of Maccabees (i. 7) says he divided 
his kingdom among his generals while he was Hving, and 
it is certain that a partition was made of his dominions 
among the four principal officers of his army. 

AGE A.H. fi.C. 

Alexander was bom at Pella, 3704 a. m., 3729 330 

355 B. c. He died at Babylon, aged 
thirty-three years, after a" reign of 
twelve years ; five as king of Macedon, 
and seven as monarch of Asia — that is, 
seven years from the fall of the Persian 
Empire, or 323 b. o 7 3736 323 

The names of the four kings who reigned 
in those kingdoms into which the do- 
minions of Alexander were divided after 
his death,were Ptolemy Soter, in Egypt ; 
Cassander, in Macedonia ; Lysimachus, 
in Thrace ; and Seleucus, in Syria with 
all* the East. In them were Daniel's 
prophecies ftilfiUed concerning the di- 
vision of that empire. (Dan. viii. 8 ; 
xi. 4.) 

We will follow our chronology with the 
Ptolemies of Egypt. Ptolemy the Eirst, 
sumamed Lagus or Soter, and the re- 
founder of Egypt. He was educated 
in the court of the king of Macedonia ; 
he became one of the friends and asso- 
ciates of Alexander, and when that 
monarch invaded Asia he behaved with 
uncommon yalour, and it was to his pru- 
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dence and courage that Alexander was 3736 323 

indebted for the reduction of the rock 
Aomus. After the conqueror's death, 
in the general division of his empire 
Ptolemy obtained as his share the go- 
vernment of Egypt. He died in the 
eighty-fourth year of his age, after a 
reign of thirfy-nine years. He was 39 3776 284 
succeeded by his son Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus. 
Ptolemy the Second, or Ptolemy Philadel- 
phus, succeeded his father on the Egyp- 
tian throne, and was called Philadelphus 
by Antiphrasis because he killed two 
of his brothers. He shewed himself 
worthy in every respect to succeed his 
great father, and, conscious of the ad- 
vantages which arise from an alliance 
with powerful nations, he sfent ambas- 
sadors to Italy to solicit the friendship 
of the Eomans, whose name and mili- 
tary reputation had become uiiiversaDy 
known, for the victories which they had 
just obtained over Pyrrhus and the 
Tarentines. (Pyrrhus was king of 
Epirus. The Tarentines were the peo- 
ple of Tarentum, Tarentus, or Taras, a 
town of Calabria.) His ambassadors 
were received with marks of the great- 
est attention, and immediately after 
four Homan senators came to Alexan- 
dria, where they gained the admiration 
of the monarch and of his subjects, and, 
by reftising the crowns of gold and the 
nch presents which were offered to 
them, convinced the world of the dis- 
interestedness of their nation. But, 
though Ptolemy strengthened himself 
by afliances with foreign powers, the 
internal peace of his kingdom was 
disturbed by the revolt of Magas, his 
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brother, king of Cyrene. He died after 8775 .284 

a reign of thirty-seven years, in the 87 8812 247 

sixty-fourth year of his age. His cele- 
brated library at his death contained 

200,000 volumes of the best and choicest 

books, and it was afterwards increased 

to 700,000 volumes. And it is said 

that the Old Testament was translated 

into Greek during his reign, a transla- 
tion which has been called Septuagint, 

because translated by the labours of 

seventy different persons. 
Ptolemy the Third, or Ptolemy Evergetes, 

succeeded his father Philadelphus on 

the Egyptian throne. He early engaged 

in a war against Antiochus Theus, for 

his unkindneds to Berenice, the Efi^yp- 

tian king's sister, whom he had ma^e^d 

with the consent of Philadelphus. With 

the most rapid success he conquered 

Sjrria and CiHcia, and advanced as far 

as the Tigris, but a sedition at home 

stopped ms progress, and he returned 

to Egypt loaded with the spoils of con- 
quered nations. Among the immense 

nches which he brought, he had above 

2500 statues of the Egyptian gods, 

which Camhyses had carriei awar into 

Persia when he conquered Egypt. 

These were restored to the Temples, 

and the Egyptians called their sovereign 

Evergetes, in acknowledgment of ms 

attention, beneficence, and religious zeal 

(if such it can be called) for the idols 

of his country. He died after a reign 

of twenty-six years, and is succeeded 26 3838 221 

by his son Ptolemy Philopater. 
Ptolemy the Fourth succeeded his father 

Evergetes on the throne of Egypt, and 

received the surname of Philopater by 

Antiphrasis, because, according to some 
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histomns, he destroyed his father by 8888 221 

poiBon. He began ms reign with acts 
of the greatest cruelty, and he succes- 
siyely sacrificed to his avarice his own 
mother, his wife, and his brother. Phi- 
lopater was called to war against Antio- 
chus, king of Syria ; and, at the head of 
a powerful army, he soon invaded his 
enemy's territories, and might have 
added the kingdom of Syria to Egypt 
if he had made a prudent use of the 
victories which attended his arms. In 
his return he visited Jerusalem ; but 
the Jews prevented him forcibly from 
entering their Temple, for which inso- 
lence to his majesty the monarch deter* 
mined, if possible, to extirpate the whole 
nation. The way which he intended to 
put his cruel design into execution 
(but it failed) was this: — He ordered 
an immense number of Jews to be ex* 
posed in a plain, and trodden under the 
feet of elephants ; but, by a super- 
natural power, the generous animals 
turned their fury, not on those that had 
been devoted to death, but upon the 
very Egyptians themselves. This cir- 
cumstance so terrified Fhilopater, that 
he behaved with more than common 
kindness to a nation which he had so 
lately devoted to destruction. Philo- 
pater at last, weakened and enervated 
by intemperance and continual debauch- 
ery, diea in the thirty-seventh year of 
his age, and after a reign of seventeen 17 8855 204 
years, andis succeeded by his son Ptolemy 
Epiphanes. 
Ptolemy the Fifth succeeded his fkther 
Philopater as king of I^gypt, though 
only between four or five years of age. 
During the years of his minority he was 
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under the protection of Socibins, by 3855 204 

whose pruaent administration Antio- 
chus was dispossessed of the provinces 
of CoBlosyria and Palestine which he 
had conquered by war. After Ptolemy 
had reached his fourteenth year, ac- 
cording to the laws and customs of 
Egypt, the years of his minority had 
expired. He then received the surname 
of Epiphanes, or Blustrious, and was 
crowned at Alexandria with the greatest 
solemnity, and the faithful Aristomenes 
resigned into his hands an empire which 
he had governed with honour to him- 
self and with credit to his sovereign. 
Ptolemy was no sooner delivered from 
the shackles of a superior, than he be-- 
trayed the same vices which had cha- 
racterised his father; the counsels of 
Aristomenes wece despised, and the 
minister who for ten years had governed 
the kingdom with equity and modera- 
tion was sacrificed to the caprice of the 
sovereign, who abhorred hun for the 
salutary advice which his own vicious 
inclinations did not permit him to fol- 
low. In the midst of his extravagance, 
Epiphanes did not forget his alliance 
with the Eomans ; above all others he 
shewed himself eager to cultivate friend- 
ship with a nation from whom he could 
derive so many advantages, and during 
their war against Antiochus he offered 
to assist them with money against a 
monarch whose daughter Cleopatra he 
had married, but whom he hated on 
account of the seditions he raised in the 
very heart of Egypt. Ptolemy was 
poisoned by his ministers in the twenty- 24 3879 180 
fourth year of his reign whom he had 
threatened to rob of their possessions, 
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to carry on a war with Seieucus king of 8879 ISO 
Syria. 
Ptolemy the Sixth succeeded his father 
Epiphanes on the Egyptian throne, and 
received the surname of Philometor, on 
account of his hatred against his mother 
Cleopatra. He was in the sixth year of 
his age when he ascended the throne, 
and during his minority the kingdom 
was governed by his mother, and at her 
death, by an eunuch, who was one of his 
favourites. He made war against An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, king of Syria, to 
recover the provinces of Palestine and 
CoBlosyria, which were part of the Egyp- 
tian dominions, and after several suc- 
cesses he fell into the hands of his 
enemy, who detained him in confine- 
ment. During the captivity of Philo- 
metor, the Egyptians raised to the 
throne his younger brother Ptolemy 
Evergetes, or Physcon, also son of 
Epiphanes, but he was no sooner esta- 
blished in his power than Antiochus 
turned his arms against Egypt, drove out 
the usurper, and restored Philometor 
to all his rights and privileges as king 
of Egypt. This artful behaviour of 
Antiochus was soon discovered by Phi- 
lometor, and when he saw that Pelu- 
sium, the key of Egypt, had remained 
in the hands of his Syrian ally, he re- 
called his brother Physcon, and made 
him partner on the throne, and con- 
certed with him how to repel their 
common enemy. This union of interest 
in the two royal brothers incensed 
Antiochus ; he entered Egypt with a 
large army, but the Eomans checked 
his progress and obliged him to retire. 
No sooner were they delivered from 
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the impending war than Philometor and 3879 180 

Physcon, whom the fear of danger had 
united, began with mutual jealousy to 
oppose each other's views. Physcon 
was at last banished by the superior 
power of his brother, and as he could 
find no support in Egypt he imme- 
diately repaired to Bome. Philometor 
died after a reign of thirty-five years, 36 3914 145 
leaving Physcon master of Egypt and 
all the dependent provinces. 
The seventh Ptolemy, sumamed Physcon, 
ascended the throne of Egypt after the 
death of his brother Philometor, and as 
he had reigned for some time conjointly 
with him his succession was approved, 
though the wife and the son of the 
deceased monarch laid claim to the 
crown. Cleopatra was supported in her 
claims by the Jews, and it was at last 
agreed that Physcon should marry the 
queen, and that her son should succeed 
to the throne at his death. The nup- 
tials were accordingly celebrated, but 
on that very day the tyrant murdered 
Cleopatra's son in her arms. He 
ordered himself to be called Evergetes, 
but the Alexandrians reftised to do it, 
and stigmatised him with the appella- 
tion of Kakergetes, or evil doer, a sur- 
name which he deserved by his tyranny 
and oppression. A series of barbarities 
rendered him odious, but as no one 
attempted to rid Egypt of his tyranny, 
the Alexandrians abandoned their habi- 
tations and fled from a place which 
continually streamed with the blood of 
their fellow -creatures. He still con- 
tinued to exercise the greatest cruelty 
upon his subjects, but the wisdom and 
watchfulness of his ministers kept the 
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people in perfect quietness, till all 3914 145 

^Tpt reyolted when the king had 
basely murdered all the young men of 
Alexandria. He died hated by his 
subjects, and feared by his enemies, 
after a reign of twenty-nine years . . 29 3498 116 
The eighth Ptolemy, sumamed Lathyrus, 
succeeded his father Fhyscon as king of 
Egypt. No sooner had he ascended the 
tlm>ne, than Cleopatra, his mother, who 
reigned conjointly with him, expelled 
him to Cyprus, and placed the crown 
on the head of his brother Ptolemy 
Alexander, her favourite son. Being 
banished from Egypt, be became king 
of Cyprus; and, shortly after, he ap- 
peared at the head of a very large army 
to make war against Alexander Jan- 
neaBus, king of Judea, through whose 
assistance and intrigue he had been ex- 
pelled by Cleopatra. The Jewish king 
was conquered, and fifty thousand of his 
men were left on the field of battle. 
After Lathyrus had exercised the great- 
est cruelty upon the poor Jews, he made 
vain attempts to recover the kingdom 
of Egypt, and retired to Cyprus tiU the 
death of his brother (Alexander) re- 
stored him to his native dominions. 
Some of the cities of Egypt refused to 
own him as their king ; and Thebes, 
for its obstinacy, was closely besieged 
for three successive years, and from a 
strong and populous city it was reduced 
to ruins. Lathyrus died after a reign 
of thirty-Hx years from the death of 36 3979 80 
his father Physcon : eleven of which }\e 
spent with his mother Cleopatra on the 
Egyptian throne, eighteen in Cyprus, 
and seven after his mother's death. He 
was succeeded by his only daughter, 
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Cleopatra, whom Alexander, the son of 3979 80 

Ptolemy Alexander, by means of the 

dictator Sylla (a celebrated Eoman, a 

ruler of Borne), soon after married and 

murdered. 

Having given a brief account of the Egyptian kings 
called Ptolemies (in honour of the founder of their em- 
pire Ptolemy Soter) we will pass by the few remaining 
ones which cover a period of fifteen years, and begin with 
the birth of Herod the Great. Suffice it to say, that the 
kingdom of Egypt was left to the Eoman people by Alex- 
ander Ptolemy the Third, 65 b. c. 

The birth of Herod, surnamed the Great, 

took place eight years after the death 8 3987 72 

of the last named king of Egypt (Pto- 
lemy Lathurus) 72 b. o. He followed 

the interest of Brutus and Cassius, and 

afterwards that of Antony. He, fleeing 

to Bome, is there constituted king by 

the ruling party in the thirty-second 32 4i019 40 

year of his age, by the means of Antony. 

He rendered himself odious by his 

cruelty ; and, knowing that he was so 

much hated and that the day of his 

death would become a day of mirth and 

festivity, he ordered the most illustrious 

of his, subjects to be confined and mur- 
dered the very moment that he expired, 

so that every eye in the kingdom might 

seem to shed tears at his death. He 

died in the seventy-second year of his 

age, after a reign of forty years, in the 40 4059 

year of the world 4059. In the same 

year, 

Christ is bom at Bethlehem ; and Herod 

in vain attempts to murder the infant, 

Jesus, but cruelly massacres the male 

children near Bethlehem. He puts his 

son Antipater to death on an accusa- 
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tion of treason, and five days after 

dies himself in the most dreadM 

manner. — 8coU. 
From the birth of our Saviour, the 

Christian Era, to the present year, is ] 859 5918 
Now add seven years which remain for 

the duration of that power of the 

"little horn" of the fourth beast 

(Popery), and which, according to 

Daniel, vii. 6, was to continue for a 

" time, times, and the dividing of 

time,'* that is, 360 years, twice 360 

years, and half 360 years, which, 

when added together, make 1260 1866 5925 

years. According to the Eevelation 

of St. John, we find the same date, 

only in a diflferent formula, as 1260 

days — that is, prophetic days — and 

each day for one year are equal to 

1260 literal years. We find the same 

date again in another formula by the 

same Apostle, as forty-two months, 

OP 1260 literal years. I therefore 

date for the commencement of this 

Papal power from a. d. 606 ; and, if 

my ideas are right, the 1260 years 

added to that will bring us to the year 

of our Lord, a. d. 1866. Last, and 

greatest of all, add the seventy-five 

years which we find by Daniel inter- 
venes between the fall of Popery, a. d. 

1866, to that of its final destruction 

— the man of sin whom the Lord shall 

destroy with the brightness of His 

coming (2 Thess. ii. 3, 8) at the end 

of 1335 days — that is, years. (Dan. 

xii. 12, 13.) 75 6000 

Total number of years from Creation 6000 

Expire 1941 
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Note, — I have before me an account of the Creation 
by other learned and eminent men — men who, perhaps, 
have spent the greatest part of their time in studying 
these things (Chronology and Prophecy), and making 
known to others less gifted than themselves the mind 
and will of God and of the perilous times in which we 
live — men who wish for the safety of our souls, and 
warn us, in the words of the Apostle Peter, of that day 
which will come upon us as a thief in the night — entreat- 
ing us to take heed in time ere it be too late- — bidding us 
prepare ourselves while in this life for that which is to 
come — in short, not men who will tell us that it is pre- 
sumptuous in studying these things, but men who will 
tell us what the Apostle tells us (2 Peter, i. 19), " That 
we do well to take heed of the Prophets, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place until the day dawn, and the 
day star arise in your hearts." We find the same com- 
forting words (at least the same meaning) written by the 
Apostle John, Eev. i. 3. — " Blessed is he that readeth, 
and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things that are written therein, for the time is at 
hand." Here, then, is a sufficient proof that, instead of 
it being wrong, there is pronounced a blessing upon all 
who do, providing they do it out of a pure and good motive, 
the glory of Grod. The following, then, are l£e ideas and 
calculations of these pious and good men. Clinton, 
Creation began 4138 b. c. ; the 6000 years of Creation 
must therefore expire, according to that, a. d. 1862. Cal- 
met, 4000 b. c. ; expire, a. d. 2000. Hale, 5411 B. o. ; if 
this be true, they must have expired A. n. 1589. Arch- 
bishop Usher, 40Q4 B.C.; expire, a. d. 1996. Scott, 4004 
B. c. ; expire, A. D. 1996. According to Dr. Cumming's 
calculation. Creation began 4134 b. c, and expires a. d. 
1866 ; and, according to this chronology, 4059 B.C.; expire, 
A. D. 1941. 

Before concluding this interesting and instructing 
study, — (I say instructing, because it ought to enlighten 
our minds, arouse us from that stupor into which we have 
fallen, make us think less of the world and of the things 
that are in the world, and judge more solidly of the 
future : but if the study of those things does not in- 
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crease our faith, raise our hopes and humble our hearts, 
it is our own fault ; and if we do not derive that benefit 
from them which they were intended to give, we have no 
one to blame but ourselves : Woe be to us if we will not 
listen to His commands and do them : Woe be to us if 
we still insist on despising His warnings, — warnings they 
are of the deepest kind and all for our good, sent to us 
by His chosen servants the prophets), — I thought it would 
be advisable to lay before the reader a chronological table 
from Creation to the present time, in as simple and plain 
a form as possible, well knowing how inconvenient it is, 
and how much it is attended with loss of time to the 
inquirer in search of any particular date, to turn back 
page after page to discover it, especially through so long 
a period as 6000 years. 

Cheonological Table feom Ceeation. 









AQE 


A.M. B.C. 


Creation 


• 


Gen. i. 




1 4059 


Adam 1 


ived 130 years 


1 — V. 3 


130 


130 3929 


Seth 


105 


6 


105 


235 3924 


Enos 


90 


— 9 


90 


325 3734 


Cainan 


70 


12 


70 


395 3364 


Mahalaleel 


65 


— 15 


65 


460 8559 


•Tared 


162 


18 


162 


622 3437 


Enoch 


65 


— 21 


65 


687 3372 


Methuselah 


187 


— 25 


187 


874 3185 


Lamech 


182 


-- 28 


182 


1056 3003 


Noah 


600 


vii. 6 


600 


1656 2403 


Flood on the 


Earth 1 year 


viii. 13 


1 


1657 2402 


Shem, after I 


i'lood 2 


xi. 10 


2 


1659 2400 


Arphaxad 
Salah 


35 


— 12 


35 


1694 2365 


30 


— 14 


30 1724 2335 


Eber 


34 


xi. 16 


34 


1758 2301 


Peleg 


30 


— 18 


30 1788 2271 


Reu 


32 


— 20 


32 


1820 2239 


Serug 


30 


— 22 


30 1850 2209 


Nahor 


29 


24 


29 1879 2180 


Terah 


70 


— 26 


70 1949 2110 


Abraham 


75 


xii. 4, 14 


75 2024 2035 


Exode, &c. 


430 


Exod. xii. 40, 41 


430 2454 1605 


Wilderness st 


.ate 40 


Joshua, V. 6 


40 2494 1565 






D 2 
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Joshua, Elders ) _ 

and Anarchy J 
Chushan-rishathaim 8 

Othniel . 40 

Eglon . 18 

Ehud . 80 

Jabin . 20 

Barak 40 

Midian . 7 

Gideon . 40 

Abimelech . 3 

Tola . 23 

Jair . 22 

Philistines . 18 

Jephthah . 6 

Ibzam . 7 

Elon . 10 

Abdon . 8 
Philistines and 

Sampson 
Eli . 



} 



40 



(see p. 8) 

Judges, iii. 8 

— 9, 11 

— )2, 14 

— 15, 30 
iv. 1, 2, 3 

iy. 4, 14, 23 
vi.l 
Tiii 28 
ix. 6, 22, 53, 54 
X. 1,2 
■—8,5 
X. 6, 7, 8 
xii 7 

— 8,9 

— 11 

— 13, 14 

xiii. 1 ; XY. 20 



AGE 

20 

8 
40 
18 
80 
20 
40 

7 
40 

3 
23 
22 
18 

6 

7 
10 

8 



A.M. 

2514 

2522 
2562 
2580 
2660 
2680 
2720 
2727 
2767 
2770 
2793 
2815 
2833 
2839 
2846 
2856 
2864 



B.C. 

1545 

1537 
1497 
1479 
1399 
1379 
1339 
1332 
1292 
1289 
1266 
1244 
1226 
1220 
1218 
1203 
1195 



40 2904 1155 



40 1 Sam. iy. 10, 11, 18 
Ark at Kirjath-jearim for 20 jears, 1 Sam. yii. 

40 . Acts xiii. 21 

40 2 Sam. y. 4, 5 

40 1 Kings xi. 42, 43 
17 . xiv. 21,31 

3 . XY. 1, 2, 8 

41 . — 9, 10, 24 
25 xxii. 41, 42, 50 

6 . see page 19 

1 2 Kings, yiii. 24, 26 
6 xi. 1, 2, 3, 20 

402Chron.xxiv.l,25,27 
29 2 Kings, xiv. 1, 2 
52 . XV. 1, 2 

16 2 Chron. XX vii. 1,8,9 
16 . xxviii. 1, 27 
29 . . xxix. 1 

55 . xxxiii. 1, 20 

2 . 33,21,24,25 
31 . xxxiy. 1 



First King Sam 

David 

Solomon 

Rehoboam 

Abijah 

Asa 

Jehoshaphat 

Jehoram 

Ahaziah 

Athaliah 

Joash 

Amaziah 

Azariah 

Jotham 

Ahaz 

Hezekiah 

Manasseh 

Amon 

Josiah . 

Jehoiakim 



4 . see page 25 

Babylonish Captivity, 70 years, see pp. 26, 27 
The end of the Captivity, and the first of 
Cyrus began here 



40 

12,20 

40 

40 

40 

17 

3 

41 

25 

6 

1 

6 

40 

29 

52 

16 

16 

29 

55 

2 

31 

4 

70 



2944 
2964 
3004 
3044 
3084 
3101 
3104 
3145 
3170 
3176 
3177 
3183 
3223 
3252 
3304 
3320 
3336 
3365 
3420 
3422 
3453 
3457 
3527 



1115 
1095 
1055 
1015 
975 
958 
955 
914 
889 
883 
882 
876 
836 
807 
755 
739 
723 
694 
639 
637 
606 
602 
532 
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Kings of Persia. 



Began to Reigned, 
(reign, B.C. t. k. 



Died 

Cyrus ... 532 7 525 

Gambjses . . . 525 7 5 518 

Smerdis . . . 518 7 517 

Hystaspes . . . 517 36 481 

Xerxes the Great . 481 21 460 

Artaxerxes Longimanus 460 37 423 

Xerxes II. . . 423 2 423 

Sogdianus . . . 423 7 423 

Darius Nothus . . 423 18 405 

Artaxerxes II., or Memnon 405 46 359 

Artaxerxes III., or Ochus 359 210 338 

Arses, Arsames or Arogus 338 2 336 

Darius Godomannus . 336 6 330 

Alexander the Great of Asia 330 7 323 

Kings op Egypt. 
Ptolemy I., surnamed La- 

g«s ... 
II., or Ptolemy 

Philadelphus . . 284 37 247 

■ III., or Evergetes 247 26 221 

IV., or Philopater 221 17 204 

V. . . 204 24 180 

VI. . . 180 35 145 

VII. . . 145 29 116 

VIII. . . 116 36 80 

Herod the Great, born 

8 years after the death 

of the 8th Ptolemy, 

72 B.c 

Herod made king, aged 

32 years 



AGE A.M. B.C. 

7 3534 525 
7 3541 518 
1 3542 517 

36 3578 481 
21 3599 460 

37 3636 423 



18 3654 405 

46 3700 359 

21 3721 338 

2 3723 336 

6 3729 330 

7 3736 323 



323 39 284 39 3775 284 



87 3812 247 
26 3838 221 
17 3855 204 
24 3879 180 

35 3914 145 
29 3943 116 

36 3979 80 



Herod the Great 



40 40 



8 3987 72 

32 4019 40 
40 4059 



We find in this period, 4059 b.c, by chronology and history, 
that three of the four universal kingdoms spoken of by Daniel 
have all disappeared ; and that the fourth, the one we live 
under, the age we occupy in the revolution of time, will have 
its end likewise. The first was the Babylonian or Golden 
Empire ; the second, the Persian or Silver Empire ; the third, 
the Brass or Grseco- Macedonian Empire. We will therefore 
proceed with our chronology by breaking in with DanieFs fourth 
and last kingdom upon earth — the Iron or Roman Monarchy. 
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CssAsa ANB Empxrobe op Rome— (To Ihe Latin Conqtiesi). 
Julius CiBEar, 61 b.c, reigned 17 

jears ; died 44 b.c. Anthon; 

reigned in the East IS years; 

died 29 b.c. At which time 

AugQEtus, the '2nd Ctesur, be- 

camesoienin^terof theRoman "^ugi^.' ,—.,. 

Jilinpire. He di^d in the 44lh a.d. ad. a.m. 

year of tis reign . . 16 4074 

Tiberius Ca;aar . . . IS 22 37 4096 

Caligula . . . 37 4 41 4100 

Claudius . . 41 13 fi4 4113 

Nero . . S4 15 69 4128 
Galba . . . , _ _ 

Otho and Vitellius . . 69 1 70 4129 

Vespasian . 70 9 79 4138 

TilUB . . . 79 2 81 4140 

Domitian . . 81 IS 96 4I5S 

Nerva . . 96 2 98 41S7 

Trajan . . . . 98 19 117 4176 

Adrian . . . 117 21 138 4197 

Antoninus Pius . . .138 23 161 4220 

Marcus AureltUB . 161 19 180 4239 

Commodua . . .180 12 192 4251 

Fertfaiax , . . 192 1 193 .4352 

Julisnua ... ) 

Sept. Severus . , .193 18 211 4270 

Caracalla . . .211 6 217 4276 

Opiliua Macrinua . . 217 1 218 4277 

Eliu^'aliabs . . 218 4 222 4281 

Alexander Severus . . 222 13 235 4294 

Maximin . 23S 3 236 4297 

Gordianlll. . . 238 6 244 4303 

Philip . . . 244 S 249 4308 

Secius . .249 2 -Z11 4310 

GalluE . . 2S1 2 2S3 4312 

Emelian ... — — 

Valerian . . . 2S3 7 260 4319 

GallienuB . . . 260 8 268 4327 

Claudius II. . . 268 2 270 4329 

Aur>;lian . . . 270 5 375 4334 

Tacitus . . . 275 1 276 433S 

Probua . . . . 276 6 282 4341 

Carus . . . 282 1 283 4342 

CaTJnuj . . . .\283 i 354 4343 
Numenan . . ./ EMlgned. 

Diocletian . . .284 21 305 4364 
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Began to 


Reigned 


Died. 






reign. 


years. 








A;D. 




A.D. 


A.M. 


Constantius 


. 305 


u 


306 


4365 


Constantine 


. 306 


31 


337 


4396 


Constantinus 


. 337 


3 


340 


4399 


Constans 


. 340 


13 


353 


4412 


Constantus 


. 353 


8 


361 


4420 


Julian I. 


. 361 


2 


363 


4422 


Jorian 


. 363 


1 


364 


4423 


Valentian I. 


. 364 


11 


375 


4434 


Valentian II. ^ . 


. 375 


3 


378 


4437 


Gratian . 


. 378 


5 


383 


4442 


Theodosius 


. 383 


12 


395 


4454 


Honorius 


. 395 


28 


423 


4482 


John the Usurper 


. 423 


2 


425 


4484 


Valentian III. . 


. 425 


30 


455 


4514 


Maximus 


. 455 


i 


455 


4514 


Ayitus . 


. 455 


6 


461 


4520 


Recimer reigned under the name 








of Severus 


. 461 


11 


472 


4531 


Julius Nepos and Glyserius . 472 


3 


475 


4534 


Orestes . 


. 475 


1 


476 


4535 


Augustulus 


. 476 


i 


476 


4535 


Adoacer King of Heruli 


. 476 


17 


493 


4552 


Theodosia 


. 493 


33 


526 


4585 


One year after the death of Theo- 








disia began Justinian 


. ^^~ 




527 


4586 


Justinian L 


. 527 


38 


565 


4624 


Justinian II. 


. 565 


13 


578 


4637 


Tiberius IT. 


. 578 


4 


582 


4641 


Maurice 


. 582 


20 


602 


4661 


Phocus . 


. 602 


8 


610 


4669 


Heraclius 


. 610 


32 


642 


4701 


Constantine III. 


. 642 


i 


642 


4701 


Constans II. 


. 642 


26 


668 


4727 


Constantine Pogonatus 


. 668 


17 


685 


4744 


Justinian TI. 


. 685 


26 


711 


4770 


Philipicus 


. 711 


2 


713 


4772 


Anasticius 


. 713 


3 


716 


4775 


Theodosius II i. 


. 716 


2 


718 


4777 


Leo TTI. the Isaurian 


. 718 


23 


741 


4800 


Constantine V. . 


. 741 


34 


775 


4834 


Leo rV. . 


. 775 


5 


780 


4839 


Constantine Yl., Irene . 


. 780 


12 


792 


4851 


Irene 


. 792 


10 


802 


4861 


Nicephorus I. 


. 802 


9 


811 


4870 


Stauricius 


. 811 


i 


811 


4870 
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Began to 


Reifned 


[ Died. 






Tdgn. 


yMin. 








A.O 




A.D. 


A M. 


Michiel I. 


. 811 


2 


813 


4872 


Leo V. . 


. 813 


7 


820 


4879 


Michiel II., the Stammerer 


. 820 


9 


829 


4888 


Theophilus 


. 829 


13 


842 


4901 


Michiel III. 


. 842 


25 


867 


4926 


Basil I., the Macedonian 


. 867 


19 


886 


4945 


Leo VI., the Philosopher 
Alexander, Constantme VI. 


. 886 


25 


911 


4970 


. 911 


8 


919 


4978 


Romanus I., Lecapanus 


.1 








Christopher Stephen, Constan- V919 
tineVlL . . .J 


26 


945 


5004 


Constantino VIII. 


. 945 


U 


959 


5018 


Romanus II., Junior 


. 959 


4 


963 


5022 


Nicephorus II., Phocas . 


. 963 


6 


969 


5028 


John Zimisces, Basil II., Con- 








stantino IX. . 


. 969 


7 


976 


5035 


Basil II., Constantino IX. 


. 976 


49 


1025 


5084 


Constantine IX. 


. 1025 


3 


1028 


5087 


Romanus III., Argyrus . 


. 1028 


6 


1034 


5093 


Michiel IV. 


. 1034 


7 


1041 


5100 


Michiel V. 


. 1041 


1 


1042 


5101 


Toe and Theodora 
Constantine X., Monomachus 


}l042 


12 


1054 


5113 

■ 


Theodora 


. 1054 


2 


1056 


5115 


Michiel VI. 


. 1056 


1 


1057 


5116 


Isaac I., Commenas 


. 1057 


2 


1059 


5118 


Constantine XI. 


. 1059 


8 


1067 


5126 


Eudocia 
Romanus III. 


|l067 


4 


1071 


5130 


Michiel VII., Constantine XT! 


. 1071 


7 


1078 


513/ 


Nicephorus III. 


. 1078 


3 


1081 


5140 


Alexius I. 


. 1081 


37 


1118 


5177 


John, or Calo- Joanna . 


. 1118 


25 


1143 


5202 


Manuel . 


. 1143 


37 


1180 


523^ 


Alexius II. 


. 1180 


3 


1183 


5242 


Adronicus I. . 


. 1183 


2 


1185 


5244 


Isaac II. 


. 1185 


19 


1204 


5263 



Isaac was dethroned by his own vices and the ambition of 
his brother, and their discord introduced the Latins to the 
conquest of Constantinople. 



BIBLE CHRONOLOGY. 57 



Kncos AND Queens of England from the Conquest to the 

Yeas 1837. 







Began to 

reign. 

A.D. 


Relgi 


led 


Died. 




The Normans. 


Y. 1 


M. 


AD. 


A M. 


William the Conqueror 


. 1066 


20 10 


1087 


5146 


William Rufus 


• 


. 1087 


12 10 


1100 


5159 


Henry I. 


• 


. 1100 


35 


3 


1135 


5194 


Stephen 


• 


. 1135 


18 10 


1154 


5213 


Plantagenet Line, 












Henry XL . 


• 


. 1154 


34 


8 


1189 


5248 


Richard I. . 


• 


. 1189 


9 


9 


1199 


5258 


John 


• 


. 1199 


17 


6 


1216 


5275 


Henry III. . 


• 


. 1216 


56 





1272 


5331 


Edward I. . 


• 


. 1272 


34 


7 


1307 


5366 


Edward 11. . 


• 


. 1307 


19 


6 


1327 


5386 


Edward III. 


• 


. 1327 


50 


4 


1377 


5436 


Richard II. 


• 


. 1377 


22 


3 


1399 


5458 


The House 


of Lancaster. 










Henry IV. . 


• 


. 1399 


13 


5 


1413 


5472 


Henry V. • 


• 


. 1413 


9 


5 


1422 


5481 


Henry VI. . 
The House 


• 


. 1422 


38 


6 


1461 


5520 


of Yorh. 












Edward IV. 


• 


. 1461 


22 


1 


1483 


5542 


Edward V. . 


• 


. 1483 





2 


1483 


5542 


Richard III. 


• 


. 1483 


2 


2 


1485 


5544 


The Tudor Line. 












Henry VII. 




. 1485 


23 


8 


1509 


5568 


Henry VIII. 




. 1509 


37 


9 


1547 


5606 


Edward VI. 




. 1547 


6 


5 


1553 


5612 


Mary 




. 1553 


5 


4 


1558 


5617 


Elizabeth . 




. 1558 


44 


4 


.1603 


5662 


The Stuart Line 












James I. 


• 


. 1603 


22 





1625 


5684 


Charles I. . 


• 


. 1625 


23 10 


1649 


5708 


Charles II. . 


• 


. 1649 


36 





1685 


5744 


James II. 


• 


. 1685 


4 





1689 


5748 


William ITT. 


• 


. 1689 


13 





1702 


5761 


Anne 


• 


. 1702 


12 


4 


1714 


5773 


The House 


of Brunsunch. 










Gleorge I. . 


. 


. 1714 


12 10 


1727 


5786 


Greorge II. . 


• 


. 1727 


33 


4 


1760 


5819 


George III. . 


. 


. 1760 


59 


3 


1820 


5879 


George IV. . 


. 


. 1820 


10 


5 


1830 


5889 


William IV. 


. 


. 1830 


7 





1837 


5896 


Victoria 


• 


. 1837 
1)3 


- 


— 


— 


— 
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Age, Ej^ire. 
years. 
A.D. A.D. A.M. 

From the accession of Victoria 1837 — — 5896 

to the Throne, a.d. 1837, to 

the downfall of Popery at the 

end of 1260 days, that is years, 

are 29 years . . . — 29 1866 5925 

From the decay of Popery to its 

final destruction at the end of 

1335 days, that is years, are 

75 years . . . — . 75 1941 6000 

Total number of years from 

Creation . . . — — — 6000 

The 6000 years, according to 

this, expire . . . — — 1941 — 



CONCLUSION. 

If it be true, as I believe it to be, that this dispen- 
sation ends with the six thousand years of Creation, and 
that that period "we are fast approaching, — and when the 
kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of the 
Lord, — what and where are our thoughts at the present 
moment ? Understand me rightly. I do not assert with 
that authority as though I were a prophet, or as though 
I was more gifted and favoured than others in the know- 
ledge of those things — the end of time; or that the end of 
all things will take place at the expiration of six thousand 
years as a thing certain, real and true, but as a thing pro- 
bable. But it matters not whether our blessed Loi^ and 
Saviour, the Friend of sinners, makes His second and last 
appearance upon earth in one, ten, fifty, or one hundred 
years hence ; we ought to be ready at all times for our 
change— " death." The voice sounding through the 
march of time is, " Prepare to meet thy God !" The great 
command and order of the day is, " Be ye therefore ready, 
lest in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man 
Cometh." Are we prepared ? If we should be snatched 
and taken — for we cannot tell what a day may bring forth, 
nay even an hour — either to the judgment seat, or if the 
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judge come to us, — I ask you, with brotherly love, how 
stand you in reference to the future, death, judgment, 
eternity ? Do you ever think of these things, or are you 
following that multitude who doat upon this world, as 
though it were never to end, and despise the next as 
though it were never to have a beginning ? What ! never 
think of death ! Are your hearts so overshadowed with 
that dark cloud of wickedness that you have no room left 
for the light of the glorious Q-ospel to enter in to enlighten 
them ? It is appointed unto all men once to die ; but 
after this the judgment. (Heb. ix. 27.) 

The best way, therefore, of preparing for our last 
moment is, to spend all the others well, and ever to 
be in expectation of that. 



THE END OP PAET FIEST. 



PAET 11. 





tefo 



ON 



The dates of daniel. 



" We have also a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto 
ye do well to take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your 
hearts." (2 Pet. i. 19.) 

" Despise not thou therefore prophesy ings." (1 Thess. v. 20.) 

*' For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, 
and all may be comforted. Wherefore, brethren, covet to 
prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues." (1 Cor. xiv. 
31, 39.) 
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PREFATORY REMARKS. 



It was not the intention of the writer, when he 
first entered upon his task of Bible Chronology, ever 
to have touched upon the prophetic periods ; but find- 
tiu^ the prophetic dates answering in such a striking 
rauiner with the Chronology, — finding he could get 
no rest day or night, — he felt bound to make those 
thoughts known for the sake of mankind, " Whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear/^ It is 
not written for the learned, but for the unlearned ; 
and although it does not contain much fresh informa- 
tion, yet if the little it does contain, taken into 
consideration with the whole, should be the means 
of bringing only one strayed sheep to the fold of 
Christ, what joy in the presence of the angels of 
God ! '' There is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner that repenteth/^ I know it 
is said that those who study Unfulfilled Prophecy are 
prying into futurity, and are called meddlers. My 
dear friends, take no heed of those that say so. We 
are not meddlers ; we are not prying into futurity. 
If the Holy Spirit of God thought fit to direct 
Daniel with the other inspire^ penmen to write, for 
what was it ? For our good. Then are we not ungrate- 
ful, unprofitable servants if we do not read that which 
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He has caused to be written, and strive to understand 
it ? *' Surely the Lord God will do nothing,, but He 
revealeth his secrets unto his servants the prophets/^ 
(Amos. iii. 7.) Can any thing be more plain than 
that ? Again, it is said that the study of Unfulfilled 
Prophecy is not necessary to salvation, and that it is 
better to keep to those things without which we 
cannot be saved. My dear reader, it does not become 
us to dictate to Divine Wisdom. ^^ All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness : that the man of God may ^ 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.^ 
(2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.) Are not the prophecies found 
in that " Book^^ whose author is God, the object of 
which is salvation ? — In that '^Book'^ which con- 
tains " the truth'' without an error ? The prophetic 
chart, then, is not, what some would like to have it 
called, ^^unprofitable,'' but "profitable." Study it 
then; and, in these our studies, we shall not only 
gather glimpses of the bright, the blessed future, but — 
blessed be God for the preservation of the Bible 
through so many ages ! — we can find directions to 
guide us through the troubled, the restless present. 

May God add His blessing, and give strength to 
the author's weakness ; and, if written according to 
His will, may this little book have a far and wide 
circulation : and, while we receive the good, may all 
power and praise be ascribed to one God and Father 
of us all, for Christ's sake. Amen. 
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CHAPTER I 



THB STUDY OF PBOPHECT, OE WHAT WE ABE TO UK- 
DSBSTAKD 7B0M THE MEBSENGEBS OE QtOD, 



That such coldness and indifference of feeling should 
be felt towards the study of Prophecy, such different 
opinions, and objections to calculate the prophetic periods, 
is not at all to be wondered at, but just what we are to 
expect in the latter days ; for the prophecies themselves 
express it. How many there are who, when any new 
work upon prophecy is issued from the press, exclaim, 
" Here are the prophets again ; I suppose the world is 
to be destroyed now according to their ideas. Another 
will say, " Such a one has fixed the time for the end of 
the world. And others will say, " Ah ! the world would 
have been destroyed long ago if man's talking would do 
it' ; but how are they to know that ? — no one can teU ; 
they know no more about that than we ; they are pro- 
phecy mad !" This is not right— it is not just ; we are 
no prophets — we are not mad, but humble students of 
His most Holy Word. No one does fix the time for 
the end of this dispensation. I do not deny that there 
have been, and may be, those who may be partly deceived 
in their calculations and ideas as regards the end of time, 
but for us wholly to be deceived I never can believe. Is 
it because others have been deceived in these things that 
we, who are more enlightened, are to say, Never ! No ; 
take heed lest when the world cries peace and safety, 
then Cometh sudden destruction. Then why should those 
false alarms, as they are called, give offence ? why should 
they harden us in unbelief P Surely it is much better 
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that there should be fifty, nay a hundred, false alarms, 
than for that day to come upon us unawares. And when 
we know these things must be ; — when man writes, as I 
trust he does, " not for gain," but " from a pure and good 
motive," believing faithfully that which he states, nay 
more, consistent with the Word of God ; — I say with all 
this I cannot see why they ought to be despised or their 
works condemned. "We can look in the sacred page of 
prophecy ; — we may carefully and prayerfully study and 
meekly make known that study — our humble opinion 
where we dare not boldly assert. And when we do so it 
is cruel to have all kinds of remarks thrown out against 
us, especially when we are striving to make all acquainted 
with that which so many despise and few believe — I 
mean comparatively speaking. The time we occupy re- 
flects on every page the scenes sketched by Daniel at 
least 550 years B.C., iip wards of 2400 years to the pre- 
sent time. We find God has constantly given signs and 
warnings in His Word of every great and startling event ; 
nay more — He has given precise dates and explained the 
exact measure for the round of time. Now ifrom what God 
has previously done in great and sudden events which 
have passed from prophecy into history, is it, I ask, folly, 
is it rashness, can it be called daring assumption, when 
I state He has not left us in total darkness, or withheld 
from us signs and warnings in reference to those yet 
more stupendous ones which are predicted so soon, very 
soon, to come to pass ? In order to shew that the pro- 
phecies were meant, at least some of them, to be under- 
stood before they were fulfilled, we will make an analysis, 
by way of introduction to this and the following chapters, 
of some of the events which have occurred in the revo^ 
lution of time of His past providential government, and 
see how exactly they have been fulfilled, from the surest 
and most safe guide we have, and at the same time from 
the most ancient of all histories, " The Bible." We will 
first look at the Deluge — the case of Noah (G^en. vi. 1, 3) : 
" WTien men began to multiply upon the face of the 
earth, and daughters were born unto them, it came to 
pass that the sons, of God saw the daughters of men that 
they were fiur ; and they took them wives of all they 
chose. And the Lord said. My spirit shall not always 
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strive with man, for that he also is flesh : yet his days 
shall be an hundred and twenty years." In the nudst 
of that great and wide-spreading wickedness which was 
then prevailing in the world, we find one object for imita- 
tion, one heart which was right with Grod — Noah the son 
of Lamech (Glen. v. 28, 29), *' he found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord." " And Noah was a just man and perfect in 
his generations." (Gren. vi, 8, 9). The worship and fear 
of G-od was only found in the limits of his family. And 
that family consisted of eight persons : himself, his wife, 
his three sons and their wives (Gren. vii. 7 ; 1 Peter, iii. 
20) ; and they were destined to be saved from that ter- 
rible destruction which the Lord was about to bring 
upon the earth. But the fatal blow was not struck 
without due warning of the Lord's purpose to His har- 
dened and rebellious creatures. We find, 120 years be- 
fore it happened, that Grod did reveal His mind to Noah 
of the commg of the flood ; and during all that time did 
God's long-suffering wait, while the patriarch in vain 
preached righteousness to an obstinate and rebellious 
generation. (1 Peter, iii. 19, 20 ; 2 Peter, ii. 4, 9). He 
preached that righteousness of which he himself was 
an inheritor, as the Epistle to the Hebrews tells us 
(Heb. xi. 7), " the righteousness that is by faith." When 
Noah was thus inspired and directed by the Most High 
G-od to prepare an ark, he did not hesitate to obey, 
although it must have taken up a considerable time ; 
and the sum of money for such a building must have 
been enormous. But this is not all. How was he looked 
upon by the people of his generation ? They no doubt 
mocked and ridiculed him and called him a madman ; 
but even that he did not mind, for it did not deter him 
in his undertaking. He did not care for the good will 
of sinful man so long as he won the favours and had the 
smiles of his God upon him. He believed in God, he 
obeyed in faith. (Heb. xi. 7). He knew that it was in- 
tended to be a s^e refuge for him and his. At length 
the time drew near for the fatal stroke to be given ; — for 
G-od to put His threat into execution : seven days (Gen. 
vii. 4) before the fountains of the great deep were broken 
up did God order him and hia family to enter into the 
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ark (Gen. vii. 1, 8, 11), and there to await the final re- 
sult with confidence in God. 

But what was the fate of those, I ask, who would " not 
believe the Word of God ?" — who would " not believe 
His warnings made known to them through His faithful 
servant Noah?" The fate of those is related in our 
Saviour's own words : — " They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood c&xne and 
destroyed them all.*' (Luke xvii. 27). Soon, very soon, 
for a few short moments, but how soon I cannot say, 
will the same scene be witnessed again as we have just 
seen, and our dooms finally fixed for ever. But the Most 
High God who thought fit to make known to Noah His 
intentions of the coming of the flood, and which event 
he (Noah) made known to the people of his generation, 
to the intent, if possible, that they might believe, repent 
and be saved, — that same All-Ending, that All-Forgiving 
King, the King of Glory, has again thought fit, for the 
good of mankind, to make known His mind and will to 
the Prophets of the destruction of the kingdoms of this 
world, and the setting up of that kingdom which shall 
have no end ; and to the Apostles of the purifying of this 
earth and the destruction of all things therein by a de- 
luge of fire. Those events, blessed be God, through them, 
have been made known to us, but for what ?— In order 
that we might be convinced of the reality when they are 
ftdfilled ? No ! — That will not be required then, for the 
harvest of this world will then have been reaped, and our 
dooms for ever fixed ; but for the purpose that we might 
know and understand them before they do take place : 
to believe them, to repent and to seek after Him who is 
" mighty and able to save," and thereby to find accept- 
ance at the Throne of Grace. 

But how are these warnings of the Apostles and Pro- 
phets heeded ? And how are those looked upon by the 
worldly who are meekly striving, by God's hem, to warn 
others of the truth of that danger which lies before them ? 
They are derided and called insane, although they are 
directed to the only means whereby they can be saved ; to 
Him which saith, " I that speak am mighty to save," And- 
the warnings of the Prophets and Apostles, at least to a 
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great extent, are, I may say, " despised.'* Thus the earth 
again is filled with all kinds of sin and wickedness ; the 
imaginations of man's heart still continues evil from his 
youth, as in the time before the Deluge. Q-od, therefore, 
cannot nor will not always strive with man, but will most 
assuredly put His threat into execution, and that, too, in 
a time when it is least expected ; " For as it was in the 
days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of 
man." (Luke, xvii. 26.) But though destruction will 
come upon the earth again in God's due time, in that 
awful Q&j of which we are all ignorant, at least to the 
very day or hour, that is, the very instant, yet it will 
not come, we are told, in the same manner. " For the 
•world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished; 
but the heavens and the earth which are now, by the 
same word, are kept in store reserved, with fire against 
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. But 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat ; the earth 
also, and the works that are therein shall be burned up." 
(2 Peter, iii. 6, 7, 10.) That a flood of water like the 
first shall no more destroy the earth was the solemn 
covenant of God to Noah, and the token of that covenant 
to all future generations was " the rainbow." " For 
behold, I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a 
token of a covenant between me and the earth." (Gen. ix. 
13.) Was not this prophecy of the Deluge meant to be 
understood before it was fulfilled ? It was, and also the 
exact measure of the time. 

We will now pass over this to another prophecy : the 
calling of Abraham ; — the commencement of the wander- 
ings of the children of Israel in Egjrpt ; — the Exodus, or 
the Egyptian bondage. The All- wise God made known 
to Abraham the duration of the Captivity in Egypt 430 
years before (he was, at his father's death, which took 
place at this time, in his seventy-fifth year) ; nay, more, it 
was published by Moses their deliverer, and so exactly was 
this prophecy fulfilled that, in the language of the sacred 
historian, " It came to pass at the end of the four hundred 
and thirty years, even the self-same day it came to pass, 
that all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land 
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of Egypt." (Exodus, xii. 41.) This prophecy is the exact 
measure of time ; for from the calling of Abraham, in his 
seventy-fifth year, to the bringing of them out of Egypt 
by the hand of Moses in his eightieth year (Exodus, vii. 
7), there elapsed exactly the time specified in the text, 
four hundred and thirty years. (See Chronological 
Tables.) 

We will now turn our attention once more to another 
prophecy : the Babylonish captivity, the case of Jeremiah. 
This messenger of God (for what are the Prophets but 
messengers of God ?) was sent to us and to previous genera- 
tions with messages of love. To previous generations they 
were sent to warn them of events which were intended 
to be known, and that, too, before they were ftdfilled ; and 
to us of events which are yet to come, in order that we 
might take heed, repent and return to the Lord. This 
messenger then is told that seventy years shall be the 
duration of the Captivity in Babylon : but for what ? 
that he might make it known to the people ; for it never 
was, or wiU be, His good will to fall upon us without due 
warning. He therefore told Jeremiah that the year, the 
time, was now come for his race to be taken captives, 
because they had forsaken the " Strength of Israel," and 
would not repent. " Therefore, thus saith the Lord of 
hosts. Because ye have not heard my words, Behold, I 
will send and take all the families of the north, saith the 
Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my ser- 
Tant, and will bring them against this land, and against 
the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations 
round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make 
them an astonishment and an hissing, and perpetual 
desolations. Moreover, I will take from them the voice 
of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bride- 
groom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the mil- 
stones, and the light of the candle ; and this whole land 
shall be a desolation, and an astonishment ; and these 
nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years." 
(Jer. XXV. 8, 12.) 

But those judgments were not brought upon the Jews 
without due warning ; for we find that for twenty-three 
years did Jeremiah and other prophets preach to these 
nations, but without any success. If you will turn again 
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to the same book (Jer. xxv. 1, 7), fipom whence the judg- 
ments were denounced, we shall there find how inces- 
santly and how very earnest their preaching was. " The 
word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of 
Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
lon ; the which Jeremiah, the prophet, spake unto all the 
people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
saying. From the thirteenth year of Josiah, the son of 
Ainon, king of Judah, even unto this day, that is the 
three and twentieth year, the word of the Lord hath come 
unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and 
speaking : but ye have not hearkened. And the Lord 
hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising 
early and sending them ; but ye have not hearkened, nor 
inclined your ear to hear. They said, Turn ye again now 
every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your 
doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord hath given 
unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever : and go 
not after other gods to serve them, and to worship them, 
and provoke me not to anger with the works of your hands, 
and I will do you no hurt. Yet ye have not hearkened 
unto me, saith the Lord ; that ye might provoke me to 
anger with the works of your hands, to your own hurt.*' 
(Jer. xxv. 1, 8.) 

Again we read (Jeremiah xxvi. 1 — 8 and 12, 13 ; there 
can be no doubt that this chapter ought to have 
preceded the 25th), " In the beginning of the reign of 
Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah, king of Judah, came this 
word from the Lord, saying. Thus saith the Lord, Stand 
in the court of the Lord's house, and speak unto all the 
cities of Judah, which came to worship in the Lord's 
house, all the words that I command thee to speak unto 
them ; diminish not a word. If so be they will hearken, and 
turn every man from his evil way, that I may repent me 
of the evil which I purpose to do imto them, because of 
the evil of their doings. And thou shalt say unto them. 
Thus saith the Lord, If ye will not hearken to me to 
walk in my law, which I have set before you, to hearken 
to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I sent 
unto you, both rising up early and sending them, (but ye 
have not hearkened) ; then wiU I make this house like 
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Shiloh, and will make this city a curse to all the natiom 
of the earth. So the priests, and the prophets (false pro- 
phets), and all the people, heard Jeremiah speaking these 
words in the house of the Lord." Then (verses 12, 13), 
" Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes, and to all the 
people, saying. The Lord sent nie to prophesy against 
this house, and against this city, all the words that ye 
have heard. Therefore now amend your ways and your 
doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your Q-od ; and the 
Lord will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced 
against you.'* 

Thus we see the loving-kindness of the Lord ; how 
anxious and willing He is to forgive if we will but repent, 
and turn from our wicked ways : yes. He is more ready 
to hear than we are to pray, ^ut it is not enough* 
for a man to secNand feel convinced of his sins ; but we 
must strive to make others see and be convinced of theirs, 
bidding them to seek the Saviour while it is day in order 
to obtain pardon of the past, strength for the future, and, 
at that day when death shall be swallowed up in " vic- 
tory," to find admittance into the kingdom of Grod. It is 
not enough for one's self to be convinced of the nearness 
of "The End," or the meaning of G-od's messengers; 
but we must do all in our power to convince others of the 
same, beseeching them, in the name of that God whom 
we are striving to serve, whose cause we are striving to 
vindicate, to think less of the paltry grandeurs of this 
world and more of that which is rapidly approaching; 
exhorting them to seek refuge in that ark which alone 
is able to carry us safely through the universal deluge of 
woe which must shortly fall upon this earth, although by 
doing so it has and does give great offence. But why 
should it ? Look how earnest and diligent was Jeremian 
with the other prophets in their ministry for the welfare 
of their fellow travellers. They believed the Word of God, 
and they were anxious for the safety of their brethren 
that they should believe it too. They assured them that 
although the Most High God had denounced His judg- 
ments against them, yet, if they would but repent and 
return to the Lord, He would repent of the evil that He 
had purposed to do unto them, and would not do it, and 
that nothing should harm them. But no, they would not 
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be moved ; they would not acknowledge their sine ; they 
would not befieve the Word of God made known to 
them through His servants the Prophets ; but had they 
done so God, the Governor of the world, would never 
have allowed Nebuchadnezzar to have taken their city. 
Thus they saw their folly in not taking warning m 
time. Now just in the same way will a great many of us 
see ours. jAias ! how many there are who will not take 
warning, who will not heed the Word of God made 
known to us through His fathful servants, and who will 
not seek the Saviour in time. What, then, can such 
expect ? They can expect no other but that they will, 
like those in the days of Jeremiah, see their mistake to 
their sorrow when "too late." 

Isaiah, 240 years or more before the release of " the 
kings of the East," which was the destruction of the 
Babylonian Empire, specified the name of the prince 
(Cyrus) who, at the expiration of the above period 
(seventy years), should proclaim liberty and be the de- 
liverer of the poor captive Jews — God's beloved people. 
And so true was this that all history responds to it for 
its accuracy. In Ezra, i. 1, 2, we read : " Now in the 
first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the 
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the 
Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and 
put it also in writing, saying. Thus saith Cyrus king of 
Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth ; and he hath charged me to build 
hiTn an house at Jerusalem which is in Judah." — (Read 
the whole of chapter). 

Thus were the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah, con- 
cerning the desolations of Jerusalem as well as that of the 
utter destruction of the Babylonian or Golden Empire, ful- 
filled to the very letter. For from the very end of the third, 
or the beginning of the fourth year of the reign of Jeho- 
iakim (Dan. i. 1, 2 ; Jer. xxv. 1, 2), which was the com- 
mencement of the Captivity and the rise of the Golden 
Empire, to that of its final destruction and the return of 
the Jews in the first year of Cyrus, there elapsed exactly 
the seventy years spoken of by Jeremiah the Prophet, as 
the duration of the Babylonish bondage. (See Chrono- 
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logical Tables.) Daniel, too, we find, learned by books 
(Dan. ix. 2), that is, from the books of the Prophets,—* 
especially from the writings of Jeremiah, for several pro- 
phecies of his are called so many books (see Jer. xxv. 
13; XXX. 2), — that the desolations of Jerusalem would 
continue seventy years ; and imderstood that that period 
was drawing to a close, and its end near. Now it is very 
evident from this, that one Prophet studied the writings 
of those Prophets who were before him, in order to 
obtain perfect understanding of the times when their 
prophecies were to be fulfiUed. Now, if one inspired 
Prophet studied the writings of another inspired Pro- 
phet, how much more does it become us who are not 
inspired to study the writings, and to take warning of 
those who were. As Daniel understood by books that th^ 
end of the Captivity was at hand, so, likewise, do I believe 
that, as we draw nearer the end of this dispensation, 
we may understand from the same book, and that God 
will make more clear and plain to His faithful servants — 
those who are striving to know and to do His will — the 
years which remain that number the times of which 
angels are the spectators and we the responsible actors. 
"We cannot do better than read at our leisure the books 
of the Prophets ; in short the whole Book calls aloud for 
a careful and prayerful study. It will, by God's help, 
enlighten our minds and improve our understanding. Can 
any one afber reading the above prophecies have any doubt 
as regards their meaning ? Will any one in their right 
senses say they were not meant to be understood before 
fulfilled ? Then, if they were meant to be understood 
before fulfilled, why not the remaining ones, which are 
far more stupendous than any which have preceded them ? 
Are not all the prophecies written in the same book, by 
one and the self-same Spirit — "The Spirit of GodP 
Then, is it likely that part was meant to be understood 
before fulfilled and part not ? No : that I cannot believe. 
My belief is this : that as true as those which have been 
fulfilled were meant to be understood before they were 
fulfilled, so, likewise, are the remaining ones meant to be 
imderstood, and will be, by all true Christains, a short 
period before their fulfilment. — The wise, we are told, 
shall understand ; but the wicked shall not. (Dan. xii. 10). 



XTlinriTLFILLED P&OPHECT. 75 

Why then will you doubt ? Do not hesitate any longer. 
Will you stiU persist in your unbelief ? What further 
proof do you require ? Have we not fit objects of imita- 
tion to follow, as well as warnings to take for our safety 
from those we have just been describing? If you do 
not take advice there is but one reason, and that is, you 
will not ! What ! is your thirst so great after the things of 
life that you do not long or care to drink of those waters 
from which whosoever drinketh shall never thirst again ? 
Jesus said to the woman of Samaria, '' Whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again." (John, iv. 18.) 
This may be applied to worldly pleasures, for the more 
we enjoy them the more we want them. The possession 
of riches does but increase our thirst after them, for the 
more some have the more they want. But are such 
aware what they are about by so doing ? You are, my 
dear friends, sacrificing your souls for gain. And what 
is said of such ? — " What shall it profit a man if he were 
to gain the whole world and lose his own soul ? Or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?" (Mark, viii. 
86, 87.) Will fnoney recompense ? Again, G-od says to 
all that are covetous, " Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee : then whose shall those thmgs be that 
thou has provided ? So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich towards God." (Luke, xii. 20, 21.) 
Then do not be deceived, for it is real, certain and true. 
I address you for your good, because God has said it, and 
His word will last when time shall be no more. Let us 
then watch over ourselves, and abstain from those waters 
which will but increase our thirst. Let us keep our 
hearts with care, that they be not seduced by the vain 
joys of the world, which can only end in despair. 

Again, are you following those who say it is time 
enough to study unfulfilled prophecy when it is fulfilled ? 
If so, depend upon it the time is not far distant when 
you would give worlds, if you possessed them, to call back 
one quarter of an hour onlv of your past lives for repent- 
ance and to study God's Word ; but even that will be 
denied you then. Besides, if unfulfilled prophecy was 
not meant to be imderstood before fulfilled, can any one 
tell me why prophecies, with the prophetic periods, are 
written in the sacred volume ? Unfulnlled prophecy is a 
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dutiful and requisite study for all. And if we read un- 
fulfilled prophecy at all in the right light, we must see 
that it is meant for us to compare outward facts with 
that which is written within, which will enable us to 
come to a right conclusion as to what place we occupy in 
the round of time. And when the Apostle lays down 
marks of the last days, is it not our duty to read what 
Paul says those signs are ? And when we have done so, 
what then ? Shut the book, and mix with the worldly 
and think no more of them ? No, surely ; it is then a 
duty we owe to the Governor of the world for His great 
goodness to compare passing events with the revealed 
signs of the Prophets and the Apostles, and then to judge 
from their plainness whether we are arrived at the last 
days, or whether they are still beyond us. I do not 
pretend or expect, in the course of the following brief 
chapters, to find from the Word of God such irresistible 
proofs to lay before the reader of the nearness of the end 
of this age, that all shall conclude the end cannot be far 
off; but if I present some of the signs which precede the 
end, as sketched by an inspired pen, aild give you the 
dates from whence I draw my conclusions, I need not 
say that my opinion, humble as it is, may be right. I 
will leave you to judge whether it is so or not — that is, 
BO far as man may judge. 

Upwards of 500 years before the birth of the Redeemer, 
Daniel said, "After threescore and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself;" that is, in the 
midst of the seventieth week— that is, in the midst of the 
490th vear from the going forth of the commandment. 
(Dan. IX. 25 — 27.) " This prophecy made such a deep 
impression on the wide world, that not only the Baptist, 
Anna and Simeon, believers in the Word of Q-od, but, 
according to Tacitus and Virgil, the very heathen of the 
day, to a very wide extent, looked for an illustrious 
and sovereign personage to appear upon the earth." — 
Dt, Oumming. 

If signs and dates, then, preceded the Cross, surely 
signs and dates not less startling, but even greater, may 
be expected to precede His glory. Jesus indeed says, 
" But of that day and that hour knoweth no man ; no, 
not even the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
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but the Father." But may not this, as Dr. Camming 
well observes, refer to the generation and the time when 
that statement was made, and was then the literal fact ? 
Our blessed Eedeemer, in the very same chapter, presents 
us with signs by which we may know when the events 
predicted are just at hand. The day and hour — that is, 
the very instant — none of us are likely to know : that I 
cannot, I dare not, I will not be so presumptuous as to 
aaeert; but the year. Every age has had its contest 
for or against some particular form of truth, and the ad- 
versary is always characterised by ignorance and absur- 
dity. Now, understand me here aright ; do not go and 
say, Such a one states, with the authority of a prophet, 
that which he has no foundation for. If we have, and I 
believe we have, attained to the right meaning of St. 
Peter, when he says, " One day with the Lord is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day" (2 Pet. 
iii. 8) ; and again, " For a thousand years in thy sight 
are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in 
the night" (Ps. xc. 4) ; if, I say, we are to understand 
from this, that as the Creator was six days in creating 
all things, and rested on the seventh, so His works would 
last as many thousand years —6000, and then the end 
would come. The seventh day, on which He rested, 
would be the beginning of the seventh thousandth year 
from Creation — the Millennium, or the First Eesurrection; 
the thousand years that intervene between the end of the 
6000 years and the general Judgment Day — the Second 
Kesun^ection, at the expiration of seven thousand years. 
(See Eev. xx., whole of chapter ; Isa. Ixv. 17, 23.) If 
this is the correct meaning, that it was the good will of 
G-od to make known this event to Peter, in order that 
we might know how long His works would last, then I 
do not hesitate to say we may know, to the year, when 
those 6000 years expire. The ancient and modern opi- 
nion is, that the duration of this earth and all things 
therein would cover a period of 6000 years, and that 
number be divided into three different periods of time ; 
namely, 2000 years before the law, 2000 years under the 
law, and 2000 years under Messiah the Prince. It is 
true, we have no proof for the assertion that the 6000 
yeara are to be divided into three periods of 2000 years 
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for ea<jh period ; but we have proof for the statement of 
"three ages." 

Now I will call your attention here to a very striking 
thought which flashed across my mind recently, (and 
at the same time I wish you to remember that it is a 
thought, after a period of four years of prophetic study,) 
and see how far that thought coincides with the above, 
the Bible Chronology, and with the prophetic periods. It 
matters not to shew that the 6000 years ought to be 
divided into three equal parts, so long as we can shew 
when that period terminates. The first thing, therefore, 
we have to do is to ascertain, from the Word of Gk)d, how 
many years the first age covered, or, in other words, how 
many years elapsed from the Creation to the Flood, and 
then let that date be our starting point. We therefore 
find from this blessed book that the Creation to the Flood 
covered a period of 1656 years ; here, then, in this period 
we are minus 344 years. Then from the Flood to the 
birth of Christ there elapsed 2403 years ; here, then, we 
have for the second period 403 years more than we re- 
quire ; add then the 403 years that are over and above 
the second period, to the first period, namely 1656 years, 
it will give for the first period 2059 years, which is fifty- 
nine years more than are wanted for the first and second 
periods ; add then the fifty-nine years to the date of the 
year when, according to my views, Daniel* s last vision of 
1335 days terminates, which is a.d. 1941, which makes 
2000 years more for the third period. Here then we 
have the 6000 years for the three ages, and ending, ac- 
cording to this, A.D. 1941. 

If this is the right meaning — if it is the good will of 
the Governor of the world that we were to gather from 
the words of the Apostle His intentions ; if I have formed 
a right conclusion ; if my calculations are true and cor- 
rect. Oh what perilous times hang over our heads, as 
well as that of the Church ! We must hear of wars and 
rumours of war, restlessness and uneasiness must be felt 
on all sides, and we shall ask what is about to happen ; 
indeed men's hearts will fail them for fear of the uiings 
which are coming upon the earth. What wars and com- 
motions! What bloodshed must be caused among the 
nations of the earth, and Oh, what judgments from the 



UlTFULFILLED PBOPHECY. 79 

Father of love must fall upon sinful man between this 
year a.d. 1859 and a.d. 1866 ! 

But what of that year, ad. 1866 ? I look upon that 
year as a year of events unprecedented in the memory of 
man. I look in that year for the " stone cut out without 
hands" (Dan. viii. 34, 45) to smite the image of the Beast, 
which, if I may use the expression, stands at the present 
time upon its last legs, or, in other words, smiting the 
ten toes, or the ten papal kingdoms, into which the 
Boman empire was divided. The powers which answer to 
the toes or ten kingdoms of Nebuchadnezzar's visionary 
image (Dan. ii. 31, 46) are : Bavaria, Austria, Germany, 
Lombardy, Sardinia, France, Italy, Naples, Spain, and 
Portugal : and if we understand this prophecy aright, we 
may expect that these kingdoms wul, with Some, the 
seat of the Beast, be completely shattered within the 
next eight years. Or, in other words, the Beast, havinjg 
been so weakened through the loss of the power of its 
toes, from whence it received its strength, will never 
more recover from the shock, but will be thrown into 
that stupor and into that bed from which " the man of 
sin" shall never rise more, but will gradually get weaker 
and weaker until wholly destroyed with all the wicked at 
the brightness of Christ's coming. 

But should not my views be realized at the appointed 
time, do not, I beg of you, condemn me ; for, remember, 
I am no more than yourself, a guilty man. 1 do not 
pretend to the inspiration of the prophet, or that of the 
Evangelist ; but I hope I may say I am an humble stu- 
dent of the Word of God, striving to the best of my 
power to know and to do His will, and feeling anxious to 
make His mind known to others, as far as we can judge, 
in order that they may be partakers in those things 
which He has in store for those who love Him. I know, 
in the above statement of coming events, I greatly differ 
in my views from such talented and gifted men as Dr. 
Gumming ; for which I am sorry : but as these are my 
bosom thoughts I felt compelled to make them known. 
When I say I feel sorry to differ from Dr. Gumming, it 
is because I know the value of his works ; for it is, blessed 
be God for the gift of His Holy Spirit working in me 
and by me, through those works that I am brought to 
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see and believe that which I now do. and therefore 
ascribe to JFather, Son, and Holy Ghost, One God, all 
the praise. 

But why should differences of opinion dishearten or 
discourage us ? Why should there not be different opi- 
nions upon prophecy as well aa upon religious and all 
other suDJects ? For myself, I should rather prefer that 
there were ; for suppose we were all to build upon the 
same foundation, and that foundation not built upon 
"theEock.'' What then? We should all be in total 
darkness as regards the knowledge of those things ; but 
by one advancing a little, another a little, we are enabled 
to gather from the whole a great deal of light, because 
one may see one thing, and one another. 

I have no doubt some will differ from me in my views 
upon these things, and will say I have gone too far in my 
statements, and call me very presumptuous. But why, or 
how ? In what way ? And some will say, how dare I 
presume to have knowledge of these things, who am but 
a poor domestic ? My dear friends, it is not with the 
high, it is not with the rich of this world that the worship 
of the One true God is only to be found. No; the 
knowledge and love of God is to be found in the humble 
cottage of the poor as well as in the mansion of the rich, 
" for God is no respecter of persons ;" He loves all alike 
that keep His commandments, high or low, rich or poor, 
" for he that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me ; and he that loveth me shall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest 
myself to him." (John, xiv. 21.) God accepts the prayer 
of the humble poor, as He does that of the wealthiest 
prince in the land ; for He gives His Holy Spirit to all 
who ask : " If ye," saith Christ, " shall ask any thing in 
mv name, T will give it you." (John, xiv. 14.) And again, 
" Thus saith the Lord, the high and lofty One that in- 
habiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite 
and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and 
to revive the nearfc of the contrite ones." (Isa. Ivii. 15.) 
Thus the Lord is to be seen and felt in the cottage of the 
poor as well as in the palace of the Queen ; for " blessed 
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 
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(Matt. V. 3.) It is not with the most learned that the 
greatest knowledge of the spirit of prophecy is to be 
found. No : but with those who with care and by prayer 
make those things their chiefest and principal study, ask* 
ing for grace to strengthen us, the gift of tne Holy Spirit 
to enable us to understand that which we read, resting 
assured that whatsoever we ask in prayer, believing, we 
shall obtain. It is with such that the true spirit of pro- 
phecy is to be found, and is by St. Paul declared to be 
commendable (1 Cor. xiv. 1) : " For ye may all prophesy" 
(verse 31), and " covet to prophesy" (strive to understand 
prophecy) (verse 39). Study it, then, you that are rich, 
you that are poor — you that are high, you that are low — 
you that are learned, and you that are unlearned ; and if 
your ideas should not be realized, that study will in time 
bring you to the knowledge and love of G-od : " For 
whatsoever was written aforetime was written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope.** (Eom. xv. 4.) " Search 
the scriptures," which will make us wise, and "wise unto 
salvation." (2 Tim. iii. 15—17.) 

I cannot conceive, after so many strong encouragements 
contained in the Word of G-od, how such a vast number, 
with their right senses, can be so hardened in unbelief as 
ever to come to the conclusion that unfulfilled prophecy 
does not concern us, and that it is a loss of time in 
studying it. No one at all acquainted with the Scriptures, 
and with "the signs of the times," can fail to see that 
the day in which we live is the time when man ought to 
look upon unfulfilled prophecy as a part of his daily 
calling, because it concerns his future state, either of 
happiness or woe. The Bible, however, predicts exactly 
the state of things which we now witness upon the sub- 
ject ; it has also warned us in view of it, and pointed out 
to us our only safety. " Behold," says our blessed Lord, 
" I have told you before." (Matt. xxiv. 25.) " Be mind- 
ful of the words which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of 
the Lord and Saviour ; knowing this first, that there shall 
come in the last days scofiers, walking after their own 
lusts, and saying, "Where is th0 promise of his coming?*^ 
&c. (2 Pet. iii. 2, 4.) 

Ji3 
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To the unbelievers there is no apology to make : but 
have we not reason to rejoic6 when we know that there 
have been so many converted to Christ through the 
special means of that gifted and talented man, Dr. Gum- 
ming? To those, then, who look upon Dr. Oumming 
with an air of contempt, I say, Point out his mistakes, 
and give us a more Scriptural explanation of the prophe- 
cies. If any man can do this, I will not only abandon 
what I am now defending, but will labour to scatter a 
better explanation to the utmost of my ability. But to 
tell us that we have no business to meddle with the 
prophecies, or to tell us they are not meant to be under- 
stood before fulfilled, will not do, for "lasting is the 
Word of G-od," but not of man. I am not ashamed to 
confess that I have become a disciple and strong advocate 
of the greater part of Dr. Cumming's views; but not 
from judgment formed beforehand without examination, 
but from a sincere conviction of the truth, in opposition 
to aU my worldly interests. 

We do not wish to be deceived ourselves, neither would 
we deceive others if we were aware of it. Have we not 
the fullest authority, from the plain statements and direc- 
tions of the w^ord of God, to give a little of our time to 
the attention of unfulfilled prophecy ? And have we not 
the strongest proofs to believe from prophecy, history 
and " the signs of the times,'* that we have arrived at 
that period of time when those things were to be under- 
stood ? Students of prophecy are increasing ; and it is 
a very remarkable fact, that there have been more works 
written upon the prophecies during these last hundred 
years, than were ever written before, and all (at least 
those which I have seen and read) agree that these 
things must shortly come upon the earth. How pleasing 
it is to the young student of prophecy to find (I mean 
those who have just began to study the prophecies), as 
well as for all Christians to know — Christians at heart — 
that there have been, and stiU are, a few among the 
fJEiithless many who do study these things, and give every 
encouragement to others to follow in their steps : — 
not that we require that, because we have the greatest of 
encouragement from the word of Q-od ; but still, it does 
animate one to receive advice upon " the truth," and to 
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have help fipom Christian travellers. Peter has given us a 
thorough explanation of the meaning of prophecy, and 
he, with Christ and the other Apostles, directs us to the 
prophets for " light." (See Luke, xvi. 29, 31 ; Eom. xvi. 
25, 26; Eev. i. 3, 10; i. 5, 7 ; Jude, xiv. 15—18.) 
Daniel is the only prophet who has supplied us with the 
time for the sufferings of Christ, and that prediction has 
been fulfilled. Now, if that event has oeen fulfilled, 
ought we then to shut our eyes to his unfulfilled pre- 
dictions of coming events, and of the Saviour who is to 
come to reign ? To Daniel, therefore, with the other 
prophets, Isaiah and Jeremiah, &c., we are directed for 
guidance. (2 Peter, iii. 1, 2 ; Luke, i. 70.) Our blessed 
Lord, just before his ascension, said unto his disciples, 
" All things must be fulfilled which were written in the 
law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, 
concerning me. Then opened he their understanding 
that they might understand the scriptures." (Luke, xxiv. 
44, 45.) " The Prophet Isaiah seems to have been 
favoured with an entire view of the gospel state from 
the very birth of the Messias to that glorious period 
when " the kingdoms of the world shall become the king- 
doms of the Lord, and of his Christ." — Lowth, His 
prophecies concerning the Messias are often quoted in 
the New Testament. (Compare Isaiah, vii. 14, with Matt, 
i. 23, Luke, i. 35 ; then Isaiah, xl. 3, with Matt. iii. 1, 3 ; 
Mark, i. 2, 5 ; Luke, iii. 2, 6 ; John, i. 23.) 

Again : the Prophet Jeremiah (whose name signifies 
"The exaltation of Jehovah") entered upon his prophe- 
tical office about seventy years after the death of Isaiah, 
during which time the reign of Manasseh and Amon 
intervened (2 Kings, xxi. 2 ; Chron. xxxii.), and the first 
years of Josiah. The book of Jeremiah consists chiefly 
of abstracts from the several messages with which he was 
sent by G-od to the people ; these are remarkable for 
being replete with plain and faithful reproofs, tender and 
afiectionate expostulations, and awful denunciations of 
impending judgments. Jeremiah, having seen the utter 
desolation of Jerusalem and Judah, was carried into 
Egypt by the remnant of the Jews, who rebelliously fled 
thither; and there he continued to prophecy till they 
were at length so enraged by his reproofs that they stoned 
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him to death, as is credibly attested by several ancient 
writers. A large proportion of his predictions were ac- 
complished duriDg his lifetime, although several of his 
predictions have not yet been fulfilled. When proud 
Babylon was at the height of her prosperity, he lore- 
told, not only that the Modes and Persians should prevail 
against her, but also that she should sink to rise no more 
(li. 63, 64), which has received a most remarkable accom- 
plishment. (See Scott's Commentary on Jeremiah, p. 61.) 
As ancient Babylon has been totally destroyed, so like- 
wise will modern Babylon (Eome), the New Testament 
Babylon, receive her accomplishment by sinking to rise 
no more ; as is expressly aflSrmed by St. John in Rev. 
xiv. . 8 : " And there followed another angel, saying, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she 
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication." Then Eev. xviii. 2 ; xxi. 21 : " And a mighty 
angel took up a stone like a great milstone, and cast it 
into the sea, saying. Thus with violence shall that great 
city Babylon be thrown down, arid shall be found no 
more at all." 

We will now return to the account presented to us by 
Scott of the Prophet Jeremiah. " He predicted the dis- 
persion of the Jews, and their preservation as a distinct 
people in their dispersion, which has been fulfilled to this 
day (xxx. 10, II ; xlvi. 27, 28) ; the calling of the Gen- 
tiles (iv. 1, 2, 16, 19, 21) ; the destruction of idolatry 
(x. 11) ; and the person and kingdom of Christ, with the 
intorduction of a new dispensation, and exceeding and 
permanent prosperity to the cause of religion ; with clear 
declarations concerning the conversion of the Jews to 
Christ, and their restoration to their own land. Jere- 
miah's reputation as a Prophet was very high among the 
Jews in the time of our Saviour; for when the people 
were divided in opinion who Jesus was, some supposed 
him to be Elijah, and others Jeremiah. His prophecies 
are repeatedly quoted in the New Testament as * the 
oracles of G-od,' and thus receive the most unreserved 
sanction of the Apostles and Evangelists. (Compare 
Jer. xxxi. 15 vdth Matt. ii. 17 ; Jer. xviii. 6, 16, with 
Matt. X. 29 ; Jer. ix. 23, 24, with 1 Cor. 1, 29, 31 ; Jer. 
xxxi. 31, 34, with Heb. viii. 8, 13 ; x. 15, 17.) These 



UNFULriLLED PBOPHECY. 85 

last refereuces are peculiarly important, for in one of 
them Q-od Himself is mentioned as speaking the words 
referred to, and in the other it is said, * whereof the Holy 
G-host is a witness to iis.* This is decisive as to the 
judgment of the inspired Apostles, and is peculiarly suited 
to put one and all of us upon our guard against those 
professed friends of the Scriptures, who speak of these 
books (the books of the Prophets) as venerable, authentic, 
of great value and high authority, but hesitate to vindi- 
cate them as divinely inspired," — Scott. 

Again, Ezekiel was a prophet of the priestly order, 
carried away into Babylon with several other Jews in the 
fifth year of Jehoiachim's captivity, and in the thirtieth 
year of his age." (See Eze. i. 1, 2.) Some of the prophecies 
contained in the book of Ezekiel have been most sur- 
prisingly fulfilled, especially those concerning Tyre and 
Egypt (see chap. xxvi. and xxxii.), and are being fulfilled 
in these our days, and establish a full proof that Ezekiel, 
and all the other Prophets, " spake as they were moved 
by the Holy G-host." " Eapin calls his style 4e terrible,' 
as having something in it that strikes the reader with an 
holy dread and astonishment." — Lowth. Many of his 
predictions have not yet been fulfilled : the restoration of 
Israel, for instance (see xi. 17 ; xx, 41 ; xxviii. 25, 26 ; 
xxxiv. 13 ; xxxvi. 24 ; xxxvii. 21; xxxviii. 8 ; xxxix. 27, 29) ; 
the victory of the Church over all her enemies, which, on 
careful examination, will be found to coincide with many 
parts of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Daniel's prophecies, and 
with the Eevelation of St. John ; all harmonising with 
other coming events, which most of the Prophets foretold 
should come to pass in the latter days. The whole of the 
prophecies ought to fill the mind with the solemn thought 
of the purity, the justice and mercy of G-od to us, His 
hardened and rebellious creatures. Let us strive more 
diligently, and trust in His mercy ; let us dread and hate 
sin, and direct our thoughts beyond the things of this 
world to Christ and His coming kingdom. * 

I will now call yoiu* attention once more, and that 
shall be the last time, to the Prophet Daniel. He was of 
the Koyal family of Judah, and carried away captive into 
Babylon in early life, supposed to be about the age of 
twenty. Josephus calls him one of the greatest of the 
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PropheU, and nAys that he did not onlr foretd fbtme 
thingii, which was common to him with other Prophets, 
but also prefixed a time for their coming to pass. Our 
Sariour's authority is decisive in this matter, tor He calls 
him Daniel the rrophet: nay more, our blessed Lord 
calls the attention of His disciples to his predictions, even 
the most difficult of them. (Compare Dan. viii. 13, ix. 27, 
xi. 31, xii. 11, with Matt. xxiv. 15, Mark, xiii. 14.) If 
we seriously consider the important subject of his pro- 
phecies — the time of Christ's coming ana sufferings, and 
tho glory which would follow ; the account he gives of 
the nso and fall of the four kingdoms unto the end of the 
world— ho may be justly reckoned among the first of the 
Prophets. Daniel and St. John had both the honour of 
being greatly beloved bv God and Christ; for Daniel is 
sty led " a man greatly beloved," and St. John " the dis- 
ciple whom Jesus loved." (Compare Dan. ix. 23, x. 11, 
19, with John, xiii. 23, xxi. 20, 24.) Now mark the 
striking coincidences between the prophecies of Daniel 
and those of St. John : that St. John, in his Bevelations, 
doth more distinctly and in plain terms unfold (reveal, 
make known) those events which Daniel foretels in 
general terms. For instance, Daniel is ordered to seal 
the vision until the time of the end (xii. 4) ; while St. 
John, on tho other hand, is ordered '' not to seal the 
sayings of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at 
hand" (Rev. xxu. 7 — 10) : evidently meaning, that since 
tho davs of Daniel greater light must have been shed 
uj)on the epoch of prophetic chronology. Now, in verses 
10, 11, 12, 1 believe Jesus to be, without the least doubt, 
tho spi^aker, and ctmfirming the Divine authority of this 
Book, and that it is a proper revelation of His wilL So, 
when all the events predicted are fulfilled, it will appear 
that God*s dispensations contained nothing more, nom 
the beginning to the end, from the first to the last^ than 
what we are told by His messengers, the Prophets. In 
short, to the present time, Crod has spoken, and does 
speak to us throu£^h them. 

In support of this, I will bring before your notice the 
account presented to us by the Prophet Ho9e% and 
affirmed by St. John. ** I have also spoken by the pio- 
phetB, and I have multiplied visions, and used simiHtudea^ 
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by the ministry of the prophets, And by a prophet the 
Lord brought Israel out ot Egypt, and by a prophet was 
he preserved." (Hosea, xii, 9, 10 ; xiii, 10, 13.) Then, 
St. John : " But in the days of the voice of the seventh 
angel" (see Eev. xvi. 17), " when he shall begin to sound, 
the mystery of Gtod shall be finished, as he hath declared 
to his servants the prophets." (Eev. x. 7.) To their 
words we do well to take heed, as unto " a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn." (2 Pet. i. 
18 — 21.) "The recollection of the transfiguration of 
Christ gave great confidence, personally, to the Apostles, 
which was indeed specially intended, and his testimony 
concerning it might be a great confirmation of the faith 
of the Christians ; yet they had also * a more sure word 
of prophecy.* The appearance and voice on the mount 
were transient, and only three persons witnessed the 
interesting scene, one of whom nad long before been 
martyred. (Acts, xii. 1, 4.) Whatever assurance it might 
bring to the individuals concerned, it was not so well 
suited fully to satisfy the minds of men in general as the 
prophecies of Scripture were. To this, therefore, all who 
read the Epistles would * do well' to give peculiar atten- 
tion ; for it was to be considered ' as a light shining in a 
dark place,' not only in respect of the total ignorance of 
the Gfentiles, and the comparative darkness of the Mosaic 
economy, but as the earth has been at all times a dark 
place, except where the Word of God has difi*used light 
into it by leading men to Christ, the Light of the world. 
(Isa. viii. 20 ; Ix. 1, 3 ; Matt. xii. 17 ; Luke, i. 76, 79 ; 
John, i. 4, 9; 1 Peter, ii. 9, 10.)" — Scott. Christians 
therefore ought to take particular notice of the prophe - 
cies of Scripture, believe them, and pay every attention 
to the words the Prophets wrote. 

From the meaning of the prophecy of Daniel itself the 
vision was to be sealed until the time of the end. " But 
thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, 
even to the time of the end : for many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased." (Dan. xii. 4.) 
This signifies that no one would understand these things 
until near or about the end, although many would go 
from place to place, and from friend to friend, to ascer- 
tain the meanmg, but should not find it, as we are dis- 
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tinctly told by the Prophet Amos. " Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a famine in 
the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, 
but of hearing the words of the Lord : and they shall 
wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the 
east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the 
Lord, and shall not find it.'* (Amos, viii. 11, 12.) That 
the vision was to remain obscure, and as " a sealed book,*' 
" as words shut up,'* both from the learned and unlearned, 
and even from believers in general. " And the vision of 
all is become unto you as the words of a book that is 
sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, 
Bead this, I pray thee ; and he saith, I cannot, for it is 
sealed: and the book is delivered to him that is not 
learned, saying, Eead this, I pray thee ; and he saith, I 
am not learned." flsa. xxix. 11, 12.) Thus we find from 
the prophecies themselves that the coming events could 
not, and were not meant to be understood in former 
time, but for after generations — " in the latter days," as 
we learn from the Itevelation of St. John. " And blessed 
are they that read, and believe the sayings of the propliecy 
of this book." (Eev. i. 5 ; xxii. 7.) Christ hath prevailed 
to open the book and to loose the seven seals (He v. v. 
1, 6), which enables us to look into the book which was 
closed, until which time no one could understand that 
which is written therein — the purposes of G-od which are 
about to be fulfilled. He therefore told St. John, " Seal 
not the sayings of the prophecy of this book" (the book 
means the whole of God's Word — the Bible), " for the 
time is at hand." (Eev. xxii. 10.) This would signify- 
that the time was fast approaching, and therefore He 
spoke of it as at hand, when the predicted wonders which 
were to accompany " the end'* were to be understood. 

The nearer, then, we approach the end, the more we 
shall see, believe, and understand. But although Christ 
had loosed the seals, and laid all open to the bodily eye, 
yet no one, even among believers themselves, could see 
these things with the eye of faith until God*s appointed 
time. Have we not reason to believe, from all we see 
and hear around us, that the time has arrived for every 
word of this amazing prophecy of Daniel to be under- 
stood, and that too before it is fulfilled P The meaning 
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' of the words " many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased,** may signify science, &c., and educa- 
tion in general ; but I think it relates more especially to 
the Gospel being carried to all parts of the earth by the 
Missionary, and the speed with which it is carried, by 
means of railways and steamboats ; or, in the words of 
Dr. Gumming, " knowledge shall be darted.'* 

If all that I have stated, and am about to state, of these 
things should prove that the end is near, that the coming 
of the Son of Man is at hand, I feel it my duty to warn 
all those who speak profanely of the prophecies, and 
despise them, that they do it not to men but unto God. 
Can any man point out a single prophecy which has not 
been fulfilled, except the events which accompany the 
end, or follow after the coming of Christ ? Does not all 
this tell us that the time of the end is come, and is even 
at our doors ? Do not the signs of the times which were 
to precede His coming tell us that they have given" their 
note of warning, to convince us that the end of all things 
is at hand ? Some, I have no doubt, will laugh at my 
ideas, and make all kinds of remarks against me. But 
why should I mind that ? although it is hard to bear. I 
know in whom I believe. "Why then should I fear the 
jeers of man if I am striving to be, what we all ought to 
oe, a follower of God, and not of the world ? "We must 
expect to meet with all kinds of reproach ; but, says 
our Saviour, great is your reward. "Blessed are they 
that are persecuted for righteousness' sake : for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake. Eejoice, and be 
exceeding glad ; for great is your reward in heaven : for 
80 persecuted they the prophets which were before you." 
(Matt. V. 10—12.) "If the world hate you, ye know 
that it hated me before it hated you." (John, xv. 18.) " In 
the world ye shall have tribulation : but be of good cheer, 
I have overcome the world." (John, xvi. 32.) Let us, 
my dear companion in tribulal^on, be faithful to our God ; 
let us strive to gain the smiles of God upon us ; let us 
look forward to Christ for help and strength, and then, 
in the hour of need, though all men forsake us, even our 
own friends, will the Lord be our strength and portion 
for ever. 
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There are those, I believe, who look on the prophecies 
so strongly expressed by St. Peter as absurd, and will 
tell us that the study of prophecy is unprofitable, loss of 
time, loss of talent, profane. What ! unprofitable ? How 
so ? quite the reverse. It is true it does not fiU the 
pocket, but it ought to make us rich in faith, which is 
far better than universal empire : for what can riches 
avail us in the hour of death ? What, loss of time and 
profane to study Grod's Word ? Is not God's Word to be 
read ; and, if read, why not to be understood ? Why 
are books printed if not to be read, so that by reading 
we may understand them ? Tour own senses wiU teach 
you this ; then away with the idea " cannot be under- 
stood." Perhaps such cavillers would like to destroy 
parts of God's Word, and add to others : if there are 
such, and I dare say there are, let us hear from that 
Word the conclusion of the whole. " Por I testify unto 
every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of 
this book : If any man shall add unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this 
book : and if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, 
and from the things that are written in this book." 
(Eev. xxii. 18, 19.) Surely, then, such cannot be aware 
what they are doing, when they speak so vilely and pro- 
fenely as to say, it is profane to study unfulfilled prophecy. 
I therefore feel it my duty to inform such, that they are 
speaking blasphemy against the Most High God. May 
God grant that such may see their error ere it be too 
late ! May Christ, who is our light, open their eyes, that 
they may go forth and tell others what He has done for 
them — that He has opened the eyes of the blind. Well 
may Dr. Ciunming cry out and say, alas ! for such un- 
Protestant preachers who profess so much knowledge, 
and yet have the good sense, as they call it, to skip the 
book of Daniel and that of the Eevelations. But why 
is all this ? My belief is this — the Church of Bome and 
her doings are too strongly branded for them ; and, 
therefore, they do not like to hear it (I mean in those 
books.) 

The wisdom of worldly minded men must be great 
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indeed, for our Lord assures us that it is greater than 
that of the children of light, and fatal to those who 
follow it. And what does the Apostle St. James say of 
this kind of wisdom P That it is earthly, animal (or sensual) 
and devilish. (Jam. iii. 15.) Earthly, because its care is 
all for possessing the things of the earth ; animal or 
sensual, Decause it seeks only to gratify the carnal appe- 
tites ; and devilish, because to the artfulness it joins also 
the malice. Such, then, think to impose upon others ; 
but in the event they deceive only themselves. Despise 
not thou, therefore, prophecyings (1 Thess. v. 20), out 
believe and seek after Q-od, and great is your reward. 
" For he that receiveth a prophet in the name of a pro- 
phet, shall receive a prophet's reward: and he that 
receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous 
man, shall receive a righteous man's reward." (Matt. x. 
41.) Let no man deceive you ; study the Bible— study 
prophecy. Do not say it cannot be understood — that it 
is so difficult you cannot bother your head about it ; for 
you have no time. What 1 are your thoughts so much 
taken up with the cares of this life, that you cannot 
spare a httle of your time daily to hold communion with 
God ? Do not, I beseech you, think or say so. I will 
give you a few words of encouragement. I remember 
some few years back, when there was so much talk about 
the end being near, I made the following remarks, the 
same as thousands do now — Who can tell that ; that is 
not for man to know ; the angels are not to know, neither 
the Son, but the Father. But when I made those remarks 
I was like a good many more, unacquainted with the 
Bible. But now, blessed be Grod for the good thoughts 
He has inspired me with, 1 am brought to see these 
things differently, very differently, now to what I did then ; 
and, instead of saying they are " not to be known," I 
say to all they " are to be known," and are fast fulfQling. 
I am not ashamed to own to the reader (though I say it 
with shame on my own part) that I have learned more 
these last four years, through studying prophecy, than I 
ever knew in my previous life of thirty years or more : 
still " not from man's teaching," but " what the Word of 
God has taught me." The same is offered you, and open 
to all — all may learn the same if they will seek after it. 
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" Seek and ye shall find," &c. Study it then, for who 
can tell but that you may not feel these things as 
I do (which perhaps you may already) and see them in 
that light for which they are intended. Take advice 
from the humble. Do not despise my warnings. Look 
onward and forward to the end. Prepare to meet that 
debt which both you and I, and all mankind, have to pay. 
Prepare to meet G-od. Time is short. Our life here is 
but a span. Life hereafter is for ever. David once cried 
out and said, " Behold, thou hast made my days as an 
handbreadth ; and mine age is as nothing before thee : 
verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. 
Surely every man walketh in a vain show : surely they 
are disquieted in vain : he heapeth up riches, and knoweth 
not who shall gather them." (Psalm xxxix. 5, 6.) Often 
when 1 have spoken to friends about the end being near, 
they have said, I do not know any thing about those 
things ; I know when I am dead there is an end of the 
world with me. It is true, reader, we must then bid an 
eternal farewell to the things of this life, for our eyes 
shall never behold them more. But, my dear friends, 
all is not over when the doctor has paid his last visit — 
the body put in the coffin and borne to its last resting 
place— the grave : and when " ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust," have been pronounced upon that lifeless lump of 
clay, even then I say all is not over. The soul has taiken 
its flight and still lives — but where ? 

Tou see around you thousands who think of nothing 
but what they shall eat, what they shall drink, and what 
they shall put on. How is it, my dear friends, there is 
so much striving to decorate that lifeless lump of clay, 
the body, without a single thought, perhaps, for the 
clothing of the soul ? Do you not know that the fashion 
of this world passeth away, and that soon, very soon, you 
must close your eyes for ever upon the paltry grandeurs 
of this world, and that the place that knows you now will 
know you no more for ever ? Are you aware what you 
are doing ? You are gathering fuel to destroy and to 
bum your own bodies. You may think this harsh lan- 
guage, but still it is true : I tell you for your good ; I 
do not do it for the sake of throwing out unkind remarks. 
You may study the health of your body, but you have a 
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higher and more noble duty to perform than that — you 
have to study the health of your soul. Why, then, do 
we not hunger and thirst after righteousness ? That 
body which takes up so much time to feed and decorate 
dies, and becomes food for the worms ; but that which is 
thought so little of never dies. "We think the man sick 
who has lost his appetite, and so it is with our souls : 
they are in an evil state as long as they are without that 
spiritual food which cometh from G-od : that food is 
truth and righteousness. Examine then yourself: rest 
not satisfied until you know how it is with you and your 
God. 

I do not know into whose hands this little work may 
fall ; but, should it fall into the hands of those in my 
own station of life, perhaps they may say that they have 
not time to study prophecy ; they have their living to 
seek, &c. : so have I. They may tell me the times are 
hard ; so they are, and I know it : but I wish you to 
remember time is short, and soon you must meet your 
God. The life that we now live in the flesh is not all ; 
there is a life to come. Are you preparing for that life ? 
Soon, very soon, all our wealth will be worth nothing ; 
all our notes become ashes ; and all our gold become 
dross. Happy would it be for the rich if they were to 
think of these things more and the world less, and the 
uncertainty of life, and of all they possess : but, alas ! 
"Their inward thought is, that their houses shall con- 
tinue for ever, and their dwelling places to all genera- 
tions ; they call their lands after their own names. 
Nevertheless, man, being in honour, abideth not : he is 
like the beasts that perish. This their way is their 
folly ; yet their posterity approve their sayings. Like 
sheep, they are laid in the grave ; death shall feed on 
them ; and the upright shall have dominion over them in 
the morning ; and their beauty shall consume in the 
grave from their dwelling." (Psalm xlix. 11, — 14.) 

This may seem harsh and unkind language, and may 
cause great offence ; but why should it ? Is it not the 
truth, and too true ? Have we not far greater reason to 
expect that God is angry and feels offended with us, 
through our forgetfulness and lukewarmness towards 
Him, than man ought to be with his fellow creature for 



94 THE COMIITG CBISIS. 

telling Him that which is for his good ? Do you think 
we do not hurt, grieve and vex G-od, through our neglect 
towards BLim, more than man does man with his writings F 
Did not Jesus weep over Jerusalem ? Pardon, then, my 
boldness, and do not feel offended. I do not do it for 
the sake of finding fault, but out of charity. Do we not 
live in times when men's thoughts are more engaged in 
the affairs of this life than of that which is to come ? 
Do we not live in an age when men's thoughts are more 
engaged in their farms, in banks, in railways, docks, 
shops, business and speculations of all kinds — in a time 
when a great lustre is thrown upon the things below, 
while a dark cloud hangs over the things which are above ? 
But stay, reader, what is to happen in the midst of all 
this bustle and excitement P The trumpet will sound ; 
the sea, that great grave of nations, shall give up its 
dead; the graves in every churchyard shsdl be torn 
asunder, and the souls of those who have died in Christ 
shall be reunited to their bodies, and shall be caught 
up in the. air with those who are living (Christians), 
and so shall we be for ever with the Lord, ^es, 
we shall meet all those who have gone before us — 
those whom we have loved on earth. Husband will meet 
the wife ; the wife the husband ; father, mother, brother, 
sister, son and daughter, if they have lived and died in 
the Lord. Bright prospect ! glorious hope I blessed 
thought ! for the children of God. The ^oice that will 
then be heard is, " Behold the bridegroom ; go ye out to 
meet him." (Matt. xxv. 6.) Are you ready ; and, if not, 
why will you not prepare yourself at once while there is 
time ? Delay not : you may not witness the rise of to- 
morrow's sun. 

But some may ask, will there not be a warning before 
this event ? I answer, I believe not any ; " Por as the 
lightning cometh out of the east, and shmeth even unto 
the west, so also shall the coming of the Son of man be." 
Now you know there is no warning .for the lightning ; 
neither can I think there will be any before Christ's 
second Advent. There is quite sufficient warning if we 
will heed it ; there are the voices of the " signs of the 
times." My dear friends, are these things not as I 
have been describing ? I cannot tell which course you 
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are pursuing; but you are eitber swimming with the 
stream of life or against it. 

Pause here a little ; open your Bibles, and find whether 
I have touched upon your own case or not. To those 
of my own station in life I have a few words of friendly 
advice. K riches increase, set not your heart upon them. 
Perhaps you may ask, Why ? Because that is laying the 
"foundation of all evil. " Money is the root of all evil." 
Strive, then, not after riches. Seek the pearl of great 
price,— Seek to find the "stone'* that is to become a 
great mountain, — Seek Christ. Tou may say " Tes, that 
is all very well, it's very good, but still I must live." It 
is true, you must live ; and you must at the same time 
remember that you must die. I have no sympathy vdth 
those who prophecy peace, and speak smooth things, and 
keep hack from man the awful fact — ^the solemn and 
truthful thought tbat by following the world they will 
lose their own souls — that the time is not far distant 
when the empires of this world will be no more, and 
when t}^ Lord Jesus shall he revealed from heaven vdth 
his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not G-od, and that obey not the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Thess. i. 8, 9.) Tes, the 
day of the Lord vdll come, as a thief in the night, when 
the earth, and all that it contains, will be burnt up. 
(2 Peter, iii. 10.) 

Seeing, then, these things shall be, what manner of 
persons ought we to be, in all holy conversation and god- 
liness, to appear before the Son of Man ? (v. 11). Then 
why prophesy smooth things ? Realize then that day as 
at nand, and judge from your own way of living how it 
would be with you and your Judge. Charity shall I call 
it, for men to cry peace and safety, in the midst of which 
Cometh sudden destruction ? Charity shall I call it, to 
see thousands of my fellow travellers in the road to de- 
struction, and not say stop — not tell them they are going 
headlong to ruin ? Is this the Christian fnendship you 
like ? If so, you are under a false delusion. Such is not 
real Christian friendship ; they are not your friends ; and 
I am sure they are not the friends of Christ. But I will 
tell you what charity is, and who are yourfidends. Theirs 
is real charity, and they are your friends, who will warn you 
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of the danger that lies before you, at the same time di- 
recting you to those means which will enable you to 
escape it. In a word, real Christian friendship, and your 
best friends, are found in those who do not seek to please 
men, but God. 

lleader, before you go any further, open your Bible 
and judge from the following passages whether I am your 
friend or whether I am your foe. The passages I wish 
to call your attention to are as follows: — Gal. i. 10; 
2 Cor. V. 12 ; xii. 19 ; 1 Thess. ii. 4 ; James, iv. 4. I 
own in some of my views I may be wrong ; in this I 
know I am not, but perfectly right. Christian reader — 
for it is such that I hope I am addressing — read and 
study your Bible ; get acquainted with its contents ; 
treasure them up ; seek God in prayer, and if any ask 
why, — if husband or wife, son or daughter, relative or 
friend, tell them you do it for the health of your soul ; 
tell them you do it because God bids you, and that it is 
the only course to pursue, — the only sure and certain 
means whereby man can be saved. Eollow the advice of 
the humble. Think of my words. Take the aSvice of 
such a man as Dr. Cumming. What though the world 
does laugh and jeer him ; what though the world should 
laugh and jeer the writer — yes, and at you likewise ; why 
fear ? Jesus says, " Woe unto you that laugh now, for 
ye shall mourn and weep hereafter. Woe inito you that 
are rich now, for ye have received your consolation." 
(Luke vi. 24, 25.) I say, take his advice. He does not 
seek to please men, but God. The words, " does not 
seek to please men," to some at first sight may seem 
strange, and it may be asked why ? Because he knows 
too well the value of the soul ; he knows that men's souls 
are precious ; he knows that preaching the smooth the- 
ology which so many in our days like, would not be lead- 
ing men into that path which leads " to eternal life," but 
into that path whicii leads " to eternal death." He there- 
fore strives to warn men of the danger that attends their 
folly, so that they may seek forgiveness in this life, in 
order that they may gain admittance into the coming 
kingdom ; bidding them think more, and prepare for 
that day which wlQ bum as an oven, and when the whole 
world will be in flames ; directing them to seek refuge in 
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tte Lord our righteousness. Let us then seek the De- 
liverer; let us put our whole trust in Him, and then, 
come what will, come thunder, come lightning, come 
battle, come the sword, come famine, come pestilence, 
yea, come death itself, we need not fear, for nothing can 
harm us ; because we are looking to the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, the Maker and 
Preserver of all things. 

Lastly, I beg and entreat of you once more, for the 
safety of your souls, strive to think less of this world and 
more of the world which is rapidly approaching. I say 
strive to do so — you do your part, and the Just One who 
has promised cannot lie : He will fulfil His word. "What 
is this life, after all ? It is vanitv and vexation of spirit. 
Then, are your prospects so briglit and joyous here that 
you cannot see far brighter and more glorious prospects 
m the life to come ? Are not all things changing ? Do 
you not experience the friendship of yesterday —to-day cold 
and lukewarm ? Do we not see and hear of sickness and 
death on all sides — in the mansion of the rich and the 
cottage of the poor ? A^at does all this teach us ? It 
teaches us a good lesson, if we will but learn it. It tells 
us this world is not our rest — this country not our home. 
Let us then seek and desire a better country, to which 
we are all strangers and pilgrims, that is a heavenly one. 
(Heb. xi. 16.) Better then, far better, is it to depart 
and to be with Christ. " Better is the day of death," 
saith Solomon, " than the day of birth. Man that is born 
of a woman hath but a short time to stay, but stocked 
with many miseries ; but happy are the dead which die in 
the Lord." 

Some may ask, why does the wise man say, " better is 
the day of death than the day of birth ? " Because, as 
soon as man is bom, he has three deadly enemies to as- 
sail him — the world, the flesh, and the devil. After death 
the Christian has no foe at all. Here man dies every 
hour ; in heaven he lives for ever. Here is sin ; there is 
righteousness. Here is time ; there is eternity. Here 
is hatred and malice ; there is love. Here is pam ; there 
is pleasure. Here we see vanity ; there we shall behold 
God, with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Seek those 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right 
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hand ol God, in glory everlasting, world without end. 
Amen. 

And what I say unto you, I say unto all— Watch ! 
And to the Church I say, Beware! Beware of the 
stealthy powers of the Church of Some. Prepare for the 
coming crisis. She shall fight, but the Church shall gain 
the victory, yet only by putting on the whole of the 
Christian armour presented to her by God. The descrij)- 
tion of that armour is spoken of by St. Paul (Eph. vi. 
10 to 19.) 

"What is the meaning of all this commotion with the 
nations of the earth, and all the excitement in the Church ? 
It is the beginning of sorrows ; the weakening of nations 
around the Eoman and Turkish empires ; it is because 
the downfall of Popery and Mahometanism is at hand, 
and all is preparing the way for the Kings of the East 
— the Jews. And what is that the sign of ? That the 
end is near, even at the doors. " Be ye therefore stead- 
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord." " The Lord reigneth, let the earth 
rejoice." " The Lord reigneth, let the nations tremble." 
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CHAPTER II. 



IHPOBTAKT SIGNS OF THE ElH) — THE DOWNPALL 07 
POPBET — THE DECAY OP THE TUBKISH EMPIBE — AND 
THE BESTOBATION OP THE JEWS. 



Daniel, vii. 23, 24, 25. 



In the second chapter of Daniel we have the account of 
the rise and fall of the four kingdoms upon earth, from 
the golden days of Nebuchadnezzar to that of the iron 
days of the Soman empire, and also that it would continue 
in one form or other till the end of time. In this chapter 
(Dan. vii.) the same events are represented to Daniel, 
only in a different form, viz. by the appearance of devour- 
ing wild beasts. The first like a Lion ; the second like a 
Bear ; the third a Leopard ; and the fourth Beast was 
dreadful and terrible, and exceedingly strong, with great 
iron teeth. 

The subject I wish to bring before vour notice in the 
first part of this chapter is, the downfall of Popery. But 
before we touch upon the prophecy itself let us hear from 
other inspired penmen its fate. "What saith the Scripture 
of Popery — its real character — its certain doom ? It is 
destructive to souls, and is described by St. Paul as " that 
wicked whom the Lord shall consume." The Church of 
Eome then is not like an erring sister, likely to be re- 
claimed by kind treatment, or like a church recently de- 
formed, vdth only h, few corruptions, where truth and 
reasoning might redeem her. Oh no ! for the Apostle 

p 2 
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goes on to pourtray her in these awful words. — " Even 
Him, whose coming is after the working of Satan, with 
all power and signs, and lying wonders, and with all 
deeeivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish ; 
because they received not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved." (2 Thess. ii. 9, 10.) But the fact does 
not rest upon the statement of one Apostle only, nor is 
the doomed church allowed to remain in any doubt, for 
St. John enlarges those predictions of St. Paul, and points 
to that church in language as strong as any in the Holy 
Scriptures. " I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured 
Beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads 
and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarlet colourj and decked with gold and precious 
stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of 
abominations and filthiness of her fornication ; and upon 
her head was a name written. Mystery, Babylon the 
Great, The Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the 
Earth. And I saw the woman drunken with the blood 
of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus : 
and when I saw her I wondered with great admiration." 
(Eev. xvii. 3, 4, 5, (5.) 

And in case there should be the least doubt left as to the 
power meant by this dreadful description, the angel adds : 
" The woman which thou sawest is that great city, which 
reigneth over the kings of the earth." (ver. 18.) This 
woman, as we have just read, has seven heads, and in 
Eev. xiii. 1, appears before the eyes of the Apostle in the 
form of a Beast rising up from the sea, that is out of the 
earth, with seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns 
ten crowns, &c. Then, in Kev. xvii. 9, the Apostle is 
informed that the sevenheads are seven mountains, where 
the Beast or woman sitfeth. Can this be any other than 
B/ome ? Now it is a very remarkable fact that historians 
style Bome the seven hilled city. How like the pro- 
phecy ! The ten horns are the ten kingdoms into which 
the Eoman empire was divided, and is, and will be : and 
the ten crowns may signify the reigning supremacy of 
each kingdom, but receiving their power from the Beast. 
We learn, from Eev. xviii. 8, that there is not the least 
hope given, for that power, whichever it may be (and 
of that there cannot be any doubt), by any improve- 
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ment or returning to the truth, as we find from these 
awful words. — " Therefore shall her plagues come in one 
day" (I think this means in one year), " death and 
mourning, and famine, and she shall be utterly burned 
with fire, for great is the Lord Grod who judgeth her." 

Dreadful indeed will that day be for those poor deluded 
souls, and sad indeed for us to know, if not prepared or 

Sreparing, that Popeiy and all adhering to it will be sud- 
emy destroyed by the power of the Almighty. " For 
then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the Spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy 
at the brightness of his coming." (1 Thess. ii. 8.) " And 
a mighty angel took up a stone like a great milstone, 
and cast it into the sea, saying, thus with violence shall 
that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be 
found no more at all." (Kev. xviii. 21.) I therefore feel 
it a duty to warn all Christians of their danger, begging 
of those especially who have joined the Church of Bome, 
those who are not of that doomed church, to renounce its 
errors and come away. I believe that church feels at the 
presenttime a restlessness within whichshe cannot describe; 
she feels her time for warfare is come, and therefore, if I 
understand the prophecy rightly, she will arise and make 
a move and gain ground, and that, too, principally amongst 
the rich, between this year, a.d. 1859 and a.d. 1866. — 
And all this for what ? To ripen her for judgments, so 
that she may be cast into the wine press of the wrath of 
God : for such it is written and such it must be. 

But some may ask, do I mean to say that wealth, riches 
and souls of men indicate her downfall ? I do mean to 
say so, and on Grod's Word I rest for that assertion. 
Bead the 18th chapter of Eevelations, especially verses 
12 and 13, mark her wealth, riches, and alas, '^ souls of 
men" for merchandise. It is therefore to those who are 
" not of that church," but have joined " that church," 
that the warning voice now sounding, and which will 
sound still louder the nearer we approach the end, is : — 
" Come out of her my people that ye be not partakers of 
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues." (Bev. 
xviii. 4.) 

Having seen the fate and description of that power 
described by the Apostles St. Paul and St. John, let us 
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look over some of the well known dates which allude to 
that power, and then turn to the prophecy itself, which 
bears upon our subject — the downfall of ropery, which 
will enable us, by God's help, to ascertain what period 
we occupy in the march of time. There is one great date 
in j)rophecy repeated in different formulas, but in all 
signifying one and the selfsame prophecy. We read of 
" time, times, and half a time ;*' that is 360 years, twice 
360 years and half of 360 years, making when added 
together 1260 years. A " time" in this prophecy signifies 
a prophetic year, and a prophetic year signifies as many 
literal years as there are days in a Jewish year — that is 
360. The Jews had 12 months to their year, of 30 days 
to each month ; therefore 12 multiplied by 30 gives 360 
days for one year. The prophetic periods must be 
reckoned according to the Jewisn mode of reckoning. 

We find the same date as the above in another formula, 
viz. 42 months, that is 1260 prophetic days, — that is 
1260 literal years. We find it again called 1260 days, 
that is prophetic days, — that is, 1260 literal years. Now 
these prophetic days signify each of them a year, and for 
this assertion we have distinct authority. In Genesis, 
V. 5, " And all the days that Adam lived, were so many 
years" (030), and so on, to the end of the chapter. 
Again, Genesis, vi. 3 — this text I wish the reader to bear 
in mind, for God himself is the speaker — " And the Lord 
said, My flesh shall not always strive with man, for that 
he also is flesh; yet his days" (mark the words " his days") 
" shall be so many years, — an hundred and twenty 
years." Again, in ]y umbers, xiv. 3, 4, " After the number 
of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, 
each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even 
forty years." Again, in Ezekiel, iv. 6, " Thou shalt bear 
the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days ; I have 
appointed thee each day for a year." Now compare 
2 Samuel, vii. 12, with Kings, ii. 11, 12. Then, as^ain, 
compare with 2 Chron. xxix. 1, 2 Kings, xviii. 13, 2 Kings, 
XX. 1, 7, Isaiah, xxxvi. 1, Isaiah, xxxviii. 1 , 1 Kings, xiv. 
20, 2 Chron. xxiv. 15. Lastly, Job, Ixii. 16, 17, " So Job 
died, being old, and full of days,— an hundred and forty 
years." These are only a few of the texts out of such a 
vast number as there are, which could be brought to bear 
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upon this point ; but I think they are sufficient to shew 
the meaning of the prophecy. 

This period of 1260 years, thus alluded to in Scripture, 
points to that power which we have been describing, or, 
as it may be called, Eomanism ; the apostacy which should 
overcast all the horizon of the West, as did that of Mar 
hornet (Eev. ix. 1, 2) in the East — ^properly speaking, 
Mahometanism, and which would last throughout a 
period, alluded to in one place as 1260 days; in another, 
forty-two months ; in another, '' time, tunes, and the 
dividing of time." Both those false religions must give 
way at the same time, as it will be seen hereafter, for they 
begui in the same year. 

We will now turn to the prophecy itself, which bears 
upon our subject — the downfall of ropery. In Daniel, 
vu. 26, " And he," the little horn (Popery), " shall speak 
great words against the Most High, and shall wear out 
the saints of the Most High ;" — or, as it may be read, 
make war — ''and think to change times and laws, and 
they shall be given into his' hands until a time, and 
times, and the dividing of time." Again (Eev. xi. 8), 
I will give power unto my two witnesses {i.e. the 
saints, all true Christians), and they shall prophesy 1260 
days, clothed in sackcloth, — that is, depressed. Again, 
the holy city (Jerusalem) to be trodden under foot for 
forty-two months, that is 1260 days, that is 1260 years 
(Rev. xL 2).* The Church was to be in the wilderness, 
and to be fed there, for 1260 days, that is, years (Eev. 
xii. 6 and 14i) ; and the Beast's power would continue 
forty-two months. This is one and the same apostacy 
fdluded to in Daniel, and which is said to last 1260 years. 
"This Beast, or power, would open his mouth in blas- 
phemies against G-od, — ^what blasphemous and enormous 
claims of 'His holiness,' 'infallibility,' 'sovereign of 
kings and kingdoms,' — ' Christ's Yice-gerent upon 
earth,' yea, — ' God upon earth' — have been spoken by 
this mouth 'of the Beast.'" — Scott. 

Has not the Church of Eome taken upon itself the 
authority of making times holy or unholy ? Has it not 
commanded men everywhere to abstain from meat, and 
cease from work, when God has required no such thing ? 
Has it not multiplied its holy days till scarcely four of 
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the six working days are left for labour, when God has 
ordered no such thing ? God says, six days shaU man 
work, but let God have the seventh ; that is to say, spend 
the seventh to the glory of God — keep it holy. 

This power then has pretended to change God's laws, 
that its own laws might be kept. Thus matters would 
be left in its hand for a "time, times, and half a time," 
that is for 1260 years. At the expiration of that period 
the dominion of the little horn will cease ; he will be judged, 
and his power never revive more to the end of the world. 
And has not enough of this extraordinary prophecy been 
already fulfilled to warrant our assurance that the re- 
mainder will be so also, as well as to demonstrate the 
divinity of the Scriptures ? Thus the second, as well as 
the first " prophecy of this book, relating to the four 
empires, reaches down below the end of the Eomaii 
empire, and to the universal empire of the Messiah. 
The great things said to be done by the little horn, and 
the continuance of his power to the time of the universal 
conversion of the nations, put it beyond all question, 
that it is not one particular person that is meant, but a 
very long succession. He is never called any other than 
* a little horn.' His greatness is chiefly placed in great 
words and looks, joined with singular penetration and 
cunning, which is of itself a presumption that the great 
things he was to accomplish would be owing to the power 
of others, voluntarily giving their power to him, after 
haviQg been seduced by him. The following small 
number of characters, to be gathered by plain and easy 
reasoning from a few passages in one Prophet (Daniel), 
make up a singular description, not applicable to any 
power that ever was, or will be, but one — a seducing 
power that was to arise, after the conversion, the down- 
fall, and division of the Boman empire, established in the 
western parts of that empire, when divided into so many 
(ten) sovereignties ; little, in comparison of these others 
as to secular authority ; but claiming and obtaining an 
universal spiritual authority over the body of the western 
kingdoms ; acquiring and maintaining this through policy 
and craft — procuring a voluntary surrender of power 
from really superior sovereigns, improving it so as to be 
a ringleader to these others in apostacy, persecution, and 
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various kinds of opposition to the truth, and continuing 
to exert such power for such ends, during a considerable 
number of ages." — Mdclaurin, 

Are we not justified, after comparing the prophecy 
with what we know of the doings of the Church of Rome, 
in saying that it is to that church that the Prophet 
Daniel, with the apostles, point? Can it be said that 
we, students of prophecy, state this too boldly ? If so, 
compare again with the Church of Eome Eev. xviii. 22, 23. 
Is there any other church but Eome that will answer 
the description there described by the angel to St. John ? 
Does not the church of Eome excel all other churches 
in singers and musicians ? Does she not still abound 
with candles, lamps, and torches, burning by day as well 
as by night ? No one, then, can be deceived as to the 
power meant ; for this account of St. John is so simple 
and plain, and goes direct to the heart of Eome, that no 
one can be mistaken. "Eome is still standing, and 
flourishing, and is honoured by many nations as the me- 
tropolis of the Christian world ; she still resounds with 
singers and musicians ; she still excels in arts, which 
serve to pomp and luxury ; she still abounds with candles, 
and lamps, and torches, burning even by day, as well as 
by night; and consequently this prophecy (v. 21) hath 
not been, but remains yet to be fulfilled." — Bp, Newton, 

Having identified the persecuting power denoted in the 
prophecy and seen its duration, let us not be weary in 
well doing, but search a little farther ; — "When did it be- 
gin ? It is no use to give its end, unless we first ascer- 
tain its beginning. Many different opinions there are, 
from whence to date this prophetic period (the 1260 days), 
but the most general date is, from the Code of Justinian, 
A.D. 531, and from which I diff'er. My belief is this, — 
they ought to be dated seventy-five years later, viz. a.d. 
606, for then the power of the Popes oegan, whether they 
used their authority or not ; and here is my reason for 
this idea : — We find, according to Daniel, that from the 
decay of Popery and Mahometanism to that of its final 
destruction there are seventy-five years. — Shewn thus : 
from Daniel's vision of 1260 years, or days, to that of his 
vision of 1335 days, there are exactly seventy-five days, 
that is, years. As seventy-five years then elapse between 

p3 
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• 

the disease of the Beast to that of his death, so do I be^ 
lieve there ought to be seventy-five years between the 
civil power of the Pope and that of the ecclesiastical au- 
thority of the Beast ; and lastly, seventy-five years ought 
to remain of the 6000 years of Creation, from the time 
that the 1260 days terminate. Are there then 75 years 
between ? There are. From the establishment of this 
power, A.n. 531, to the decree of Phocas constituting the 
Pope, " Head of all the Churches," without a competitor 
"Universal Bishop" of Christendom, A.n. 606, are seventy- 
five years. I then date the 1260 years from a. d. 606 ; 
if so, they carry us to the year ad. 1866, and from 
that year — its decay — to the expiration of the 6000 years 
of creation, and ending with the destruction of the 
" Man of Sin" — " the Son of Perdition," at the expira- 
tion of the 1386 days, and that, according to this, termi- 
nates A.D. 1941, are seventy-five years. Thus we find 
seventy-five years between each event. 

However plain or reasonable this may appear, I do not 
ask you to take it for granted ; — I should be florry, very 
sorry, to say to the reader — reader, you must believe 
this statement, for it is true ; — that I cannot, I will not, 
I dare not assert ; all that I have to say is this, — is it 
not very pointed, — is it not a striking feature ; is it not 
a remarkable coincidence ? At the same time I must re- 
mind the reader not to place too much confidence in 
these things, because unfulfilled prophecy is at all times 
very obscure ; — I mean for man to speak positively ; — 
we may form an opinion, but not with the authority 
of the Prophet, Apostle, or Evangelist, but with meek- 
ness. " From carefully comparing what different expo- 
sitors have stated concerning this * little horn,' and 
the time at which the predicted term of 1260 days be- 
gan, with the prophecies themselves, I am led to believe 
that * the little horn ' was in existence for a consider- 
able time before he was possessed either of ecclesiasti- 
cal or temporal dominion. That he sprang up soon after 
the empire was divided into ten kingdoms. (2 Thess. ii.« 
5, 7.) That though the Bishop of Eome even then, nay 
before, made arrogant claims ; yet " the little horn " 
was comparatively harmless, till by the decree of Phocas 
he was constituted Universal Bishop and Supreme 
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Head of the Church, a.d. 606. From the obscurity 
however of prophecy previous to its ftilfilinent, we are 
cautioned not confidently to assign the date of ^ture 
events: but, probably, at the end of 1260 days, — that 
is years from a.d. 606, the glorious events predicted 
will begin to receive a remarkable accomplishment." — 
Scott, Consequently I am led to believe that in the year 
A. D. 1866 we may look for the downfall of Popery and 
Mahometanism, but not only in the West, and in the 
East, its birth-place, but " universally." It is not Mys- 
tical Babylon only (Some), that will suffer in coming 
events ; no, for her doings are to be found in other 
kingdoms as well as at Kome ; — is not Babylon to be 
seen in our capital London ? Is not Bomanism encou- 
raged there to a frightful extent ? How is it that Po- 
pery and Eoman-Catholic chapels are so much counte- 
nanced by the heads of the Protestant church, and by 
Protestants professing Protestantism ? On whose side 
are such at heart ? Oh England ! Protestant England ! 
And to that church professing the One True God, I say 
do not be thrown on your guard; beware, awake from 
your slumbers : be not deceived, but arm yourself for 
the coming struggle. You have a duty to perform and 
that a great one, both in the church and with nations. 
Ere long you will have to meet again no ordinary foe, 
and that foe the Emperor of Bussia, &c., and that too 
for the safety of Palestine (a), in order that the robber, — 
if I may use the expression, — may not take possession 
of the nome of the sick man now on the eve of de** 
parture ; and by so doing England will be doing her 
duty — fulfilling her noble calling — that of assisting the 
Jews to return to their long lost home. Prepare then 
for the battle-field, and for Christian warfare. 

Stand firm; adhere to the truth; resist all the encroach- 
ments of the Church of Bome, as you hope for safety in 
the coming crisis, and from the impending judgments 
now hanging over our heads. The days of Infidelity and 
Popery are all numbered ; therefore " be faithful to God :" 
and then, though the Church of Bome may assail you, 
and nations dash at you, England need not fear the sub- 

(a) Russia will enter Palestine, but not until aflcr the Restoration 
of the Jews. 
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tlety of man nor the powers of Satan ; for evil shaU not 
gain the day, but truth and righteousness shall burst 
through every conflict and gain the victory : " For right- 
eousness exalteth a nation, but sin is the ruin of all 
people, the downfall of all nations." 

In my statements of coming events I wish the reader 
always to bear in mind that I do not prophesy, or pre- 
tend to foretel future events, but am only endeavouring 
to understand and tell forth that which is written in the 
pages of prophecy. And may it be blessed to the soul of 
the writer, the reader, and the hearer, for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 



DECAY OF THE TUBKISH EMPIHE— THE EESTOEATION 

OF THE JEWS. 

We will now turn our attention to another well known 
chronological date — the 2300 days of the Prophet Daniel, 
and which alludes to the Turkish empire and Mahomet- 
anism in the East, and in which 1260 out of the 1290 
days, as the duration of that delusion^ are included. 
(Dan. xii. 11.) The 1260 days out of the 1290 days are 
completed with the downfall of Popery at the expiration 
of the 2300 days, viz. a.d. 1866, and then shall the Sanc- 
tuary — the Holy Land — ^begin to be cleansed; that is, 
Jerusalem shall begin to be peopled by the Jews, and 
infidelity waste and die. And that may take up the 
remaining 30 years- of the 1290 spoken of in the pro- 
phecy before the whole body of the Jews, now scattered 
throughout the length and breadth of the land, are col- 
lected together and established in their own land. " By 
a census taken within the last few months (1857), the 
Jews in KuBsia amount to 2,200,000 ; Morocco contains 
300,000, and Tunis 150,000. In the one small town of 
Sana, the capital of Arabia Eelix, they assemble together 
in eighteen synagogues. Yemen counts 200,000 ; the 
Turkish empire 200,000, of which Constantinople alone 
contains 80,000. At Brody, where the Christians, who 
are 10,000 in number, have only three churches, the 
Jews, 20,000 in number, have 150 synagogues. Hungary 
has 300,000 ; Cracovic 22,000. In a word, it is imagined 
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that, were all the Jews assembled together, they would 
form a population of 7,000,000 ; so that, could you trans- 
port them into the land of their fathers this very year, 
they would form a nation more powerful and more nu- 
merous than the inhabitants of Holland and Belgium." — 
Frofessor Gaitssen, copied from The Book and its titory. 

Before I touch upon the prophetic period of 2300 days, 
let us briefly glance at the Mahometan delusion in the 
East, the rise of which is clearly predicted in Dan. viii. 
9, 12, 22, 25, under the emblem of the "little horn" of 
the he goat, or the third beast ; that is, the Macedonian 
empire. According to this prophecy, this horn was to 
sprmg forth from one of the kingdoms into which the 
d!ominions of Alexander were divided ; it also represented 
a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark 
sentences (this was Mahomet), who would stand up in 
the latter time of the Grrecian kingdom ; and this would 
occur when the transgressors were come to the full 
(ver. 23). In former times, expositors used to interpret 
this " little horn" to mean Antiochus Epiphanes ; but 
when he stood up the transgressors were not come to the 
full. Others, again, suppose this " little horn" to mean 
the empire of the Bomans, from the time they got footing 
in Greece and Macedonia, which formed one horn of the 
he goat. Now I look upon the latter time of the Grrecian 
kingdom to answer to the latter time of the fourth king- 
dom—the Eoman empire, and the transgressors to signify 
the Papists, and coming to their full, a. d. 606. (Some 
suppose the transgressors to mean the Jews.) 

A few remarks may here be made. From a careful 
examination of the prophecy, and from what I am led to 
believe from that analysis, it seems any thing but consis- 
tent with the Word of God to suppose the little horn of 
the he goat, or the third beast, that is, the Macedonian 
empire, the same as the little horn of the fourth beast, 
that is, the Boman empire, especially in a prophecy 
where the fourth beast is not once mentioned or even 
hinted at. I cannot suppose for one moment that the 
All-knowing God, the Father of mercies, who knew all 
things which would happen through the revolution of 
time, yes, thousands of years before they came to pass — 
nay, even before this world entered upon its course— 
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should make known to Daniel, in those amazing prophe- 
cies, such ofb repeated and such striking predictions of 
the Eomish delusion in the "West, and not give a single 
hint, as many suppose, of the Mahometan delusion in the 
East. I never can believe this, whether we understand it 
rightly or not. It certainly does appear to me that the 
Mahometan delusion, and Mahomet the originator of that 
apostacy, are as strongly marked in this prophecy (Dan. 
viii.) (the duration of which is foretold is chap. xii. 11, 
and reaches thirty years beyond the prophetic period 
spoken of in chap. viii. 14), as that of the Bomish is in 
cnap. vii. Why should it not ? Is it bold, can it be 
called wrong for saying so? It must be remembered 
that the Eastern delusion has been, and still is, mischie- 
vous, ruinous to the souls of men, and is pointed at and 
spoken of as such, and that separately, by the Apostle 
St. John. (Rev. ix.) " It appears to me unaccountable, 
on mature reflection, that there should be, in these con- 
cise yet most comprehensive prophecies of Daniel, so 
many repeated and particular predictions of the papal 
delusions in the "West, and not a hint of the Mahometan 
delusion in the East, the progress and effects of which 
have been most extensively mischievous, and are specially 
and separately noted as such by St. John. (Eev. ix.) It 
must be far more natural and reasonable to look for the 
little horn of the he goat in the regions which formed the 
Macedonian empire, as broken into four divisions, than 
in any part of the Eoman empire, even when extended 
to the same regions. It is plain that the rise of the papal 
ecclesiastical authority, by which * the saints of the Most 
High' were delivered into the hands of the Bishop of 
Bome, was by the edict of Phocas constituting him uni- 
versal. Bishop, A.D. 606 ; and the first davm of Mahomet's 
imposture occurred in the same year : and, in all proba- 
bility, the two delusions will be terminated precisely at 
the same time. In neither case, as it appears to me, is 
the temporal dominion exclusively, or even primarily, 
foretold ; but the religious delusion. It does not, then, 
remain to be inquired, either when the Pope became a 
temporal prince, or when Mahomet began his conquests. 
The little horn of the "West and that of the East seem to 
have entered on the work of spiritual delusion at the 
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same period, a.d. 606." — ScotL Mahomet, then, in that 
year, not only began to deceive man and himself, but lied 
unto God. He mdeed said there was but one God ; he 
aUowed that Jesus was an eminent prophet ; but declared 
that he himself was above Him, and that he came to 
supply His deficiencies, and to make void, by his supe- 
rior power. His Gospel. Thus, then, he " magnified (or 
praised) himself to the Prince of the host" (Dan. viii. 
11), " and stood up against the Prince of princes" (ver. 26), 
that is, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mahomet's success through an amazing extent of 
country, in which his religion is upheld to this day, 
makes good the words in the prophecy (ver. 12), " he 
cast down the truth to the ground," and that " he prac- 
tised and prospered" (ver. 24.) And all this was to take 
place in the latter time of the Grecian kingdom, (ver. 23.) 
And it is a well known fact, that the remains of the 
eastern empire (properly speaking the Grecian kingdom,) 
and the power of the Greek church, as distinguished from 
the Latin, were subverted by the Mahometans ; so that 
a mere skeleton of the latter has hitherto subsisted in 
the East. " Mahometanism soon spread from Mecca, in 
Arabia, into Syria, and occupied locally, as well as 
authoritatively, the ancient dominion of the he-goat, and 
does the same to this day, which the Popish delusion has 
never done at any time, or in any degree." — Scott. 

I therefore cannot see or understand how the character 
of "the little horn" in the prophecy alluded to (Dan. viii. 
23, 25,) can accord with the Komish Antichrist as expo- 
sitors have shewn in various ways ; but, allowing they do 
agree in a measure, can it be said they accord with the 
fiomish Antichrist exclusively ? I verily believe, the 
more any reasonable and sober-minded man studies the 
history of the rise and progress of Mahomet, the origi- 
nator of the Mahometan delusion, and his doings and 
sayings, the fuller will be his conviction that the two 
delusions are more like twin sisters ; far more alike than 
man, with only a cursory glance at first sight, could see 
or imagine. 

" The Christian churches began very early to degenerate 
from their primitive purity, and to apostatize in the 
manner predicted by St. Paul. The apostacy, however, 
was long confined to individuals, nor did 'the trans- 
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gressors come to the full' until it was publicly autho- 
rized and upheld by the spiritual head of the Catholic 
Church. But in the year a. d. 606, when the * saints 
were delivered into the hand' of the papal horn, the 
apostacy became an embodied system ; for immediately 
afterwards idolatry was openly and shamefully estab- 
lished by the sovereign pontiff. In this year then the 
1260 days commenced ; * the transgressors came to the 
full :' consequently, in this year, we must look for the 
rise of * the king' of a fierce countenance, and under- 
standing dark sentences. Accordingly the Mahometan 
apostacy commenced in the East in the self same year 
that the Pope was constituted bishop of bishops, and 
supreme head of the church in the West. Insomuch that 
Dr. Prideaux, struck with this wonderful chronological 
coincidence, could not refrain from exclaiming that Anti- 
christ seemed at that time to have set both his feet on 
Christendom together, the one in the East, the other in 
the "West." — Fdber, " The coincidence of the rise of 
Mahometanism, and the commencement of Popery pro- 
perly so called, is thus stated by Mr. Whitaker. ' Daniel 
states the rise of Mahomet as to take place when the 
transgressors are come to the full.' St. Paul says that 
* the delusion of the man of sin' shall be sent as a punish- 
ment, because men * believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness ;' where, surely, the same 
period (that in which the sins of the people call for judg- 
ment) is characterized for the rise of the two powers. 
Now, St. John assigns to each of them the same duration, 
and speaks of 'the time of their end' as the same; and, 
consequently, they must begin at the same time, in exact 
correspondence with each of the separate declarations of 
the two former writers. Such coincidences in prophecy, 
of which the holy penmen themselves do not seem aware, 
prove, like the same in history, that the writers drew 
originally from the same source, with this only difference, 
that in the former case their information must have more 
than a human origin, even the operation of that * self 
same spirit, who divideth to every man severally as he 
will.'"— ^5er. . 

The " dark sentences" in this prophecy of Daniel 
(chap. viii. 23) are thus translated by Gibbon, though 
unconscious that the Prophet had so written : — " The 
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Koran is full of endless, incoherent rhapsody and fable, 
sometimes crawling in the dust, at other times lost in the 
clouds." The Koran is a book of the Mahometan pre- 
cepts, a false revelation, forged by the powers of Satan ; 
or, in other words, Satan caused Mahomet, the false 
Prophet, to bring forth this false revelation — a mock 
Bible, and he called it " the Koran," or " that which 
ought to be read." In it Mahomet is said tp be the 
greatest and last of the Prophets that God would send. 
Not having seen the Koran myself, but having a little 
work presented to me by a faithful minister of the 
GK)sper, I copy from it the following as a specimen, to 
shew the difference between the Bible and the Koran, 
so that those may judge who may never have seen the 
latter. 



Bible. 
I was envious at the foolish, 
when I saw the prosperity of 
the wicked. Thus my heart 
was grieved. (Psalm Ixxiii. 
3, 21.) 

But when thou doest alms, 
let not thy left hand know 
what thy right hand doeth : 
that thine alms may be in 
secret ; and thy father, which 
seeth in secret, himself shall 
reward thee openly. (Matt. vi. 
3,4.) 

These both were cast alive 
into a lake of fire burning 
with brimstone. (Rev. xix. 
tiO,) 



KOBAK. 

Cast not thine eyes on the 
good things which we have 
bestowed on several of the 
unbelievers, so as to covet the 
same ; neither be thou grieved 
on their account. 

If ye make your alms to 
appear, it is well : but if ye 
conceal them, and give them 
unto the poor, this will be 
better for you, and will atone 
for your sins ; and Grod is well 
informed of that which ye do. 
(Chap. ii. 30.) 

Verily, those who disbelieve 
our signs, we will surely cast 
to be broiled in hell fire : so 
often as their skins shall be 
well burned, we will give them 
other skins in exchange, that 
they may taste the sharper 
torment: for God is mighty 
and wise. 



Having seen the picture of Daniel which represents 
the Mahometan delusion, let me shew you another por- 
trait of the same picture, by no less, but by an equally 
inspired penman, in the ninth chapter of the £«velations, 
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and upwards of 600 years after that sketched by the 
prophefc Daniel. Saint John says : — " And the fifth angel 
sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the 
earth : and to him was- given the key of the bottomless 
pit. And he opened the bottomless pit ; and there arose 
a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace ; 
and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the 
smoke of the pit." (Rev. ix. 1, 2.) In the first part of 
this chapter we have the originator or chief inventor of 
the Mahometan delusion, and which apostacy is likened 
unto smoke ; for as a continual smoke from a furnace, 
or from any other source, would darken and injure the 
bodily eye, so would the Mahometan delusion, (whose 
emblem here is " smoke"), darken and injure the souls of 
men : and is it not a truth, and sad to tell, when we say 
it has been found to be such to thousands and tens of 
thousands f Now, early in the seventh century, a. d. 
606, or soon after that date, the whole eastern *part of 
Christendom was darkened with that smoke. Secondly, 
we have the dominion of the Saracens for five months, 
that is, 150 years : and, lastly, that of the Turks, for an 
hotur, a day, a month, and a year, making, when added 
together, 391 years and fifteen days. I shall not, how- 
ever, dwell upon either the conquests of the Saracens or 
Turks, for that is not required, and, perhaps, would not 
interest the reader. 

This principal inventor, then, and liberator of that 
smoke — that dark cloud of wickedness which would over- 
cast all the horizon of the East and answers to the above 
delusion — is likened unto ** a fallen star." Now Bishop 
Newton, Mr. Elliott, Dr. Gumming, and the most learned 
on prophecy, admit that this refers to Mahomet ; for, as 
Dr. Gumming well observes, a firmamental star denotes 
a ruler, secular or ecclesiastical ; a fallen firmamental 
star, a ruler degraded, degenerate or deposed. Mahomet 
sprang from the tribe of Koreish and the family of 
Hashem, the most illustrious of the Arabs, the princes 
of Mecca, and the hereditary guardians of the Gaaba. 
He was born at Mecca, but was deprived of his father 
and mother in his early infancy, and therefore fell from 
rank and grandeur to the earth : he had royal birth, but 
now lost, and was reduced, in the providence of God, to 
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the lowest level. He was, then, a star once resplendent 
in the firmament ; but, in the meridian of rule and great- 
ness, he fell and sank, and became the menial servant of 
a humble widow at Mecca, for whom he transacted busi- 
ness in the fairs at Bostra and Damascus. Gibbon says, 
** In Mahomet's twenty-fifth year, he entered into the 
service of Cadijah, a rich and noble widow of Mecca, who 
soon rewarded his fidelity with the gift of her hand and 
fortune." Three miles from Mecca there was a cave 
(Hera), into which Mahomet, the false Prophet, was 
in the habit of retiring ; and, in the words of Gibbon, 
" Mahomet withdrew from the world and from the arms 
of Cadijah, the widow : in the cave of Hera, three miles 
fr*om Mecca, he consulted the spirit of fraud or enthusiasm, 
whose abode is not in the heavens, but in the mind of the 
prophet." From this pit, then, of which the cave is the 
Apocalyptic symbol, he emerged, professing to be the 
apostle of God and principal proclaimer of his will 
throughout the length and breadth of Eastern Europe. 
The chief persons in Mecca, the moment that he publicly 
assumed tne dignity of an apostle, denounced him as a 
pretender, and the orations of Mahomet in the Caaba 
were answered by the clamours of Abu Taleb : " Citizens 
and pilgrims, listen not to the tempter ; hearken not to 
his impious novelties !" He was expelled from the city ; 
and that expulsion of Mahomet from the city — the 
flight of the false prophet from Mecca to Medina — has 
fixed the memorable era of the Hegira, or the Mahometan 
chronology, from which they date their years, in the same 
manner as we date ours from the Christian era — the birth 
of Christ. 

" After an exile of nine years," says Gibbon, " the 
fugitive was enthroned the prince and prophet of his 
native country ; the injustice of Mecca transformed the 
citizen of Heira into the prince, the preacher and the 
leader of the armies of his' country" (the Arabian or 
Saracen armies). In his conquests, by a divine law, the 
soldiers who had obtained the victory or guarded the 
camp were to share in the spoil ; he telling them, at the 
same time, that the enjoyment of wealth was a feeble 
type of the joys of paradise prepared for the valiant 
martyrs of faith. This is one way by which he excited 
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his armies. " The sword," says Mahomet, " is the key 
of heaven and of hell : a drop of blood shed in the cause 
of Grod, a night spent in anns, is of more avail than two 
months fasting or prayer ; whosoever falls in battle, his 
sins are forgiven : at the day of judgment his wounds 
shall be resplendent as vermillion, and odoriferous as 
musk; and the loss of his limbs shall be supplied by 
the wings of angels and cherubim." Thus the fearless 
souls of the Arabs were fired with enthusiasm ; for the 
picture of the life to come was strongly painted on their 
minds, and therefore death become an object of hope and 
desire ; and, in the words of the Apostle St. John, " In 
those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it ; 
and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them." 

Hallam says : " The religion of Mahomet is essentially 
militdry." This we find to be perfectly true by the con- 
quests of the Saracens. In the passage I have read it is 
said a key was given to this fallen star. Mark the accu- 
racy of the apocalyptic symbol. In the false revelation 
of Mahomet, the Koran, it is said he received the key 
from God. The Koran says: "With the key did not 
G-od give him the title and power of a porter to open the 
gates of paradise?" Dr. Gumming says: "A form of 
renunciation of a Mahometan in the Greek Church is still 
preserved, in which these words occur — * I anathematise 
the teaching of Mahomet, who, they say, has the key of 
paradise.* And on the central stone of the arch of the 
court of justice of the Alhambra there is at this moment 
in alto-relievo a large key, as the great symbol of the 
Mahometan jurisdiction ; so much so that the key spoken 
of in this chapter as given to the fallen ruler, is to a 
Mahometan very much what the Cross is to a Christian. 
And thus Mahomet, having lost the key of the pagan 
Caaba, which his forefathers had, — that is, having lost 
princely authority and jurisdiction there, — emerged from 
the abyss, having held communion, as Gibbon says, with 
the spirit of fraud and fanaticism, imbued with a spirit of 
fiery propagandism, and let loose over the length and 
breadth of Asia that smoke which darkens mighty masses 
of the Eastern nations unto this day." 

Again, it is said in this prophecy that locusts came out 
of the smoke; and it was commanded them that they 
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should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green 
thing, neither any tree, but only those men which have 
not the seal of Gfod upon their foreheads. Now it is a 
very remarkable fact, and worthy of attention, that these 
are almost the very same words made use of by Abubeker, 
the successor of Mahomet, though unconscious that he 
was using the words of the Apostle St. John. The fol- 
lowing words were uttered when he was preparing to in- 
vade Syria, about A.n. 632 or 633 :— "*Eemember,' said 
the successor of the Prophet, * that you are always in the 
presence of G^od, on the verge of death, in the assurance 
of judgment, and the hope of paradise. Avoid injustice 
and oppression ; consult with your brethren, and study 
to preserve the love and confidence of your troops. When 
you fight the battles of the Lord, acquit yourselves like 
men without turning your backs ; but let not your vic- 
tory be stained with the blood of women or children : 
mark the words. Destroy no palm trees, nor burn any 
corn fields. Cut down no fruit trees, nor do any mischief 
to cattle, only such as you kill to eat. When you make 
any covenant or article, stand to it, and be as good as 
your word. As you go on, you will find some religious 
persons who live retired in monasteries, and propose to 
themselves to serve God that way : let them alone, and 
neither kill them nor destroy their monasteries. And 
you will find another sort of people, that belong to the 
synagogue of Satan, who have shaven crowns : be sure 
you cleave their skulls, and give them no quarter till 
they either turn Mahometans or pay tribute.' *' — Gibbon, 
How like the prophecy ! Can anything be more striking 
than for the star to represent Mahomet, and the smoke 
and locusts Mahometanism and the Saracens P 

Having, then, identified this power, we will now turn 
our attention to the prophetic period of Daniel, the 2300 
days — that is, years. Some difficulty is found in deter- 
mining the precise time from whence to date those 2300 
years, and the same difficulty occurs with the 1260 years 
repeatedly stated, both by Daniel and St. John, to be the 
time for the desolations of the Church. The most learned 
in prophecy date them, and maintain they ought to be 
dated, somewhere between the rise and fall of the Persian 
empire. Dr. Gumming maintains, and shews, that they 
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are to be dated from tbe meridian of the Persian empire, 
that is, from the splendid march of Xerxes the Great, 
480 B. 0. If so, I cannot understand how the meridian 
of the Persian empire will fall in the year 480 b. o. The 
Persian empire is supposed by some to have risen 538 B.C. 
— that date I own I cannot prove; I make the rise 532 B.C., 
— ^that it feU 330 b. o., and that it stood 208 years. Now 
the meridian of those two numbers would be 434 b. c, 
for the half of 208 is 104 : add then the 104 to the year 
330 B. 0., the time of its faU, in which all concur, which 
gives for the meridian 434 b. o. ; then add the remaining 
104 to the year 434 b. o., which gives for the rise of the 
Persian empire the year 638 b. o. 

This, remember, is only the writer's idea. I wiU there- 
fore give the passage in which this prophetic period is 
mentioned : " Then I heard one saint speaking, and an- 
other saint said unto that certain saint which spake. How 
long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, 
and the transgression of desolation, to give both the 
sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot ? And 
he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred 
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed:'* — in other 
words, then shall Palestine begin to be inhabited. (Dan. 
viii. 13, 14.) 

In order to understand this prophecy correctly, we 
must first ascertain what is meant by the words " sanc- 
tuary*' and " host." The word " sanctuary" is used by 
the inspired penman to denote the following : — The name 
of a particular part of the Temple (Heb. ix. 2) : the 
different apartments of the Temple (Jer. li. 51) : the 
Temple itself (1 Chron. xxii. 19 ; xxviii. 10) : places of 
worship generally, true or false (Amos, vii. 9 ; Eze. xxviii. 
18 ; Dan. viii. 11) : place of worship for the Israelites 
(Deut. xii. 5, 11 ; 2 tJhron. vii. 12 ; rsa. xlii. 2 ; Ixiii. 1 ; 
Ixxxiv.) : heaven is called the sanctuary (Psa. cii. 19) : 
the promised land (Ex. xv. 14, 19 ; Psa. Ixxviii. 64 ; IsA, 
Ixiii. 18) : the tabernacle of God in the heavenly state 
(Ezek. xxxvii. 26, 28.) These are the principal meanings 
for the word "sanctuary" in the Word of God. For 
which of these is the word to be understood in the pas- 
sage before us ? I think the one which points to the 
promised land; for it must be evident to all that the 
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sanctuary here spoken of must be capable of beinff 
" trodden under foot," and of beginning to be cleansed 
at the restoration of the Jews. 

St. John says : " And the sixth angel poured out his 
vial upon the great river Euphrates" (the Turkish em- 
pire), " and the water thereof was dried up, that the way 
of the kings of the east might be prepared." (Eev. xvi. 
12.) The water spoken of here signifies people, as will 
be seen from the following texts : Eev. xvii. 15 ; Jer. 
xlvi. 6, 7, 8, 24 ; xlvii. 2 ; 1 41, 42 ; li. 13, 42, 55 ; Isa. 
viii. 7, 8 ; lix. 19 ; Amos, viii. 8 ; ix. 5, 6 ; Dan. xi. 22 ; 
Eev. i. 16. 

We have now to ascertain who are meant by the 
" hosts" in this prophecy. I think they are the Jews. 
The word hosts is applied to earthly armies (especiaUy 
to those of the Israefites), and to the heavenly armies. 
The allusion to the Jewish armies will be seen in the 
following : — Exodus, xii. 41 ; xvi. 13 ; Num. i. 52 ; ii. 1, to 
the end of chap. v. 32 ; see also for armies, Jos. v. 14 ; 
Exodus, xiv. ; cJudges, iv. 7, 8 ; 1 Sam. xiv. 50 ; Ps. cviii. 
11 ; and to Heavenly armies, Gten, xxxii. 2 ; Ps. xlvi. 7 ; 
ciii. 21 ; cxlviii, 2 ; Luke ii. 13 ; These are only a few of 
the texts in the Word of God which allude to the 
** hosts," but these are quite sufficient to shew the mean- 
ing of the prophecy. I think I shall not be saying too 
much when I state that " hosts " signifies the Jews. 

Having then ascertained the meaning of the words 
sanctuary and host, this prophetic period of 2300 days 
alludes in every way to the desolations of Jerusalem and 
the scattering of the Jews. We read, " And they (the 
Jews) shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be 
led away captive into all nations ; and Jerusalem (mark 
the words) shall be trodden down of the Gentiles. 
Daniel calls Jerusalem the sanctuary — until the times of 
the Gentiles are fulfilled." (Luke xxi. 24). What is 
meant by the times of the Gentiles ? The well-known 
times of Daniel— the time, times, and half a time ; — that 
is 1260 years ; and during that time Jerusalem will, as 
it were, lie desolate — be trodden by all nations of the 
earth. Again St. Paul says, " That blindness in part is 
happened to Israel until the times of the Gentues be 
come in." (Eom. xi. 25.) Again, St. John says, " The 
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holy city is given to the Gentiles, and they shall tread 
it under foot forty and two months,'* that is 1260 years. 

From what I gather hy G-od's help from His most 
holy book, I am led to believe that this prophetic period 
df 2300 days is made part and parcel of Daniel's vision 
of 1260 years. But before I enter into an explanation 
I will just put one or two questions to the reader. 
First, are there not two powers which are a check — a 
drawback to the Jews, and which hinder their return to 
their long lost home ? There are. If so, which are 
they ; and ought they not to give way at the selfsame 
time ? I think they will, as will be shewn. They are 
the Turkish and Roman empires. Are there not two 
prophecies in the Word of God which point to those 
empires ? There are. The 1260 days, as the duration 
of the little horn of the fourth beast, is the Homan 
empire ; and the 2300 days point to the Turkish empire, 
or to the treading under foot of the sanctuary ; that is 
the holy city, or Palestine. These two powers then must 
begin to give way in the selfsame year, for it would not 
be of any use for one to be struck with a death fit, so 
long as the other survived ; neither can England allow a 
third robber to take possession of the home of the Jew. 

The assistance the Jews will receive in being con- 
veyed back by the ships of Tarshish (Britain), will bring 
about, perhaps, an European war. England will be the 
chief support and friend to the Jew ; a high and noble 
calling. She will have to face Eussia for the safely of 
Palestine — to protect the country of the Jew — ana to 
be the principal helper in assisting them to establish 
themselves in that land from whence they shall never 
more depart. On this territory then, after the restora- 
tion of the Jews, will the last great battle be fought, 
caUed by St. John the battle of Armageddon, On this 
spot too, I believe, Christ will establish his kingdom, — 
" the holy mountain," — which " the Lord had chosen for 
his habitation to dwell in for ever ; — the city of the 
Great King, when the Lord of Hosts shall reign in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem — King over all the earth. 
For the Lord hath chosen Zion ; he hath desired it for 
his habitation. This is my rest for ever. Here will I 
dwell, for I have desired it." (Psalm cxxxii. 13, 14). 
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" This is the hill which God desireth to dwell in ; yea, 
the Lord will dwell in it for ever." (Psalm Ixviii. 16 ; 
Eev. xxii. 3.) 

We have then the clearest proof, I repeat, that the 
sanctuary will begin to be cleansed at the expiration of 
the above prophetic periods, and finally cleansed at the 
coming of the Son of Man, and not till then. 

I will here say a few brief words upon this last great 
battle which will be fought upon earth, in the midst of 
which will be ushered in the fifth kingdom, the kingdom 
of Christ. This great battle, according to St. John, is 
to be fought in a place called, in the Hebrew tongue, 
Armageddon. (Eev. xvi. 16.) The same battle is spoken 
of by the Prophet Joel, and will be fought in the valley 
of Jehosaphat (Joel, iii. 3, 2, 12 ; read whole of chapter). 
According to Daniel and other Prophets, it wiU be fought 
in Palestine. (Dan. xi. 40, 45.) There is no doubt but 
that Daniel, Joel and St. John are alluding to one and 
the selfsame battle ; and it is found, by comparing other 
passages of Scripture, that it will be fought in Palestine, 
and after (not before) the restoration of the Jews. The 
principal leader will be the Czar of Russia («). (Compare 
the following : Eze. xxxviii. and xxxix. with Dan. xi. 41, 
46.) It will take place after the restoration (see Eze. 
xxxviii. 11, 15, 16 ; Joel, iii. 1, 2 ; Zach. xiv. 1, 2) ; and 
then will follow the destruction of those nations which 
have fought against G-od's beloved people " the Jews." 
(Zach. xii. 9 ; Zach. xiv. 12, 13, 14, 15). 

"We will now return to our subject, from which I 
have strayed. I have previously stated that this pro- 
phetic period of 2300 days is made part and parcel of 
the 1260 days ; consequently they must terminate in the 
same year. Date then the latter from a. d. 606 — they 
expire a. d. 1866. Now subtract the year a. d. 186*6 
from the prophetic period 2300 days, which will throw 
us back to the year 434 b. o. ; then subtract the year 
434 B. 0. irom the 2300 days, which gives us the year 
A. D. 1866, the same jrear in which the 1260 years ex- 
pire. Consequently in that year we may look for the 

(a) I believe Russia will make a move previous to the last battle, 
thinking to take possession of the home of the dying man, but will be 
checked in her progress by England. 

a 



122 THE COMIKG CBISIS. 

downfall of Popery ; the decay of Mahometanism ; the 
wasting away of the Turkish empire, and the return of 
the Jews. Daniel informs us that at the end of the 
time, times, and half a time (that is 1260 years, Dan. 
xii. 7), the restoration of the Jews will commence ; and 
that, from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, 
and the abomination which maketh desolate set up (the 
letting loose of that smoke — the Mahometan delusion, 
A. D. 606), there shall be 1290 days, i. e, years ; and then 
shall happen some event which he does not specify; — 
it may be the introduction of the Millennium, when " the 
earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea ;"— blessed is he that waiteth and 
Cometh to the 1335 years after the time, when the abomi- 
nation of desolations shall be set up, a. d. 606. 

It does not become us to place too much confidence 
in these dates, or the exactness of such calculations ; yet 
some of the points seem unquestionable. Perhaps it may 
be instructing to some to know that it is now above 
2400 years since Daniel had this vision, and therefore the 
end, the expiration of the 2300 days, cannot be far off. 
Bishop Newton speaks of the prophecies of Daniel in the 
following language : — " What an amazing prophecy is 
this, comprehending so many events, and extending 
through so many successive ages ; from the establish- 
ment of the Persian empire, above 530 years before 
Christ, to the general resurrection ! How much more 
noble and exalted the sense, more important and more 
worthy to be known by men and to be revealed by God, 
when taken in this extended view, and applied to this 
long and yet regular series of affairs by the most easy 
and natural construction, than when confined and limited 
to the times of Antiochus, to which vet it cannot be 
reconciled by the most strained and unnatural interpre- 
tation." 

In conclusion, I will remark briefly upon the coming 
crisis. If we are, as I believe we are, fast approaching 
some terrible crisis, nation must dash against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom ; for the rolling stream of 
strife is too urgent to be totally checked. I do not 
study prophecy to please my own imagination, but be- 
cause I find events written in God's Kevelation, in the 
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pages of prophecy, and which so many despise and few 
look into, but which alone are able to tell the humble 
inquirer all that is about to happen. Whether this war 
win continue or not I do not pretend to state positively ; 
but, at the same time, look upon it as the forerunner of 
some great event unprecedented in the history of man. I 
am rather inclined to believe that the two powers so lately 
at war — France and Austria — will, with other powers, 
really continue in a state of war, not incessantly, but 
making peace, to all appearance, at one time, war at 
another, for the next seven years. But, whether peace 
or war, I do feel this, that whatever bloodshed may be 
caused among the nations upon earth from this year a. d. 
1859 for the next seven years, it will be nothing, com- 
paratively speaking, to the events of a. d. 1866 ; for, 
what the sword and cannon do not complete, I believe 
judgments from G-od will. 

Should I be wrong in my statement of a seven years 
war with one nation or another, nevertheless I shall still 
believe the nations will be gathering strength for that 
which they cannot understand, and for that which they 
cannot avert. I look, in that year a. d. 1866, for the 
pouring out of the fifth vial upon the seat of the Beast, 
the Roman empire ; and for the sixth to be poured upon 
the river Euphrates, the Turkish empire, and the nations 
and people surrounding that quarter. (See Eev. xvi. 10, 
11, 12 ; xvii. 15.) The vials are, I believe, battles and 
judgments. 

I know I greatly differ in my views as regards the 
pouring out of the vials ; for the general opinion is we 
are now under the sixth and seventh. But, according to 
Scott, none, as far as he was aware, had been poured out 
up to A. D. 1815. How can it be possible that we are 
living under the seventh ? For, at the pouring out of 
the seventh, the voice heard from the throne is, " It is 
done !" (Eev. xvi, 17.) What is done ? The end is 
come, and the kingdoms of this world are become the 
Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever. (Eev. xi. 15 ; xxi. 1, 6, 7.) Now 
we know all things have not come to an end ; they con- 
tinue the same as they were from the beginning ; there- 
fore I cannot understand how we can be now under the 

G 2 
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seventh vial. The words " It is done" are equivalent to 
the words uttered on the Cross, " It is finished !" They 
sealed the sacrifice. When he utters from the throne 
" It is done!" time will then be no more ; the kingdoms 
of this world will then have become the Kingdoms of the 
Son of Man. When the crucifieS One said upon the 
cross " It is finished !" it meant that aU that rekted to 
Him was then fulfilled. And when Jesus says from the 
throne " It is done !" it signifies that all which relates to 
his glory will then and there be completed. "It is 
finished !" came from the lips of the Man of Sorrows. 
" It is done !" is uttered by Him who is Lord of lords, 
and King of kings, Christ, our Judge and Mighty 
Deliverer. My belief therefore is, that the seventh vial 
is not poured out until the 6000 years of Creation are 
expired, which answers to the beginning of the seventh 
thousandth year,, and which ushers in the Millennium, or 
the first resurrection. (Eev. xx. 1 ; vii. 5, 6 ; Dan. xii, 
1, 4, 2.) Then wiU be made good the words in the 
prophecy " It is done !" The mysteries of G-od will then 
be finished as declared to us by the Prophets. (Rev. x. 7.) 

In speaking of coming events, I believe that the 
greatest slaughter (excepting that at the battle of Ar» 
mageddon) will be witnessed in Italy and principally 
among the cavalry; but whether before or in the year 
A. D. 1866 I cannot say ; but I am rather inclined to the 
latter view. (See Rev. xiv. 20.) 

As there were 120 days, that is, years (G-en. vi. 3), 
granted to man by G-od before the Flood, so likewise do I 
believe there are the same number of years given before 
the final overthrow. Now it was on the 7th of March 
A. D. 1821, that a proclamation was placarded in Jassey 
that all the Greeks had on that day thrown off" the 
Turkish yoke. In the same year, and in the same month 
(23rd) the revolution in the Morea began, and on the 
6th of April Peter Mavromichalis, as commander-in-chief, 
proclaimed that the Morea had shaken off the yoke of 
Turkey, in order to restore the ancient character of their 
country. Date, then, those 120 years from the memor- 
able year a. d. 1821, when the Greeks rebelled against 
the Sultan, the Turkish emperor, and they will expire 
A. D. 1941. 
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And, as Noah was ordered into the ark seven days 
before the fountains of the great deep were broken up, 
so do I believe there are seven years warning, seven years 
commotion, before the downfiaJl of Popery, &c. l)ate, 
then, these seven years from this year, a. d. 1859, and 
they will expire a. d. 1866. So, likewise, do I believe 
there will be seven years warning — disturbances — ^before 
the last great battle of Armageddon. 

I have previously stated that the vials indicate battles, 
earthquakes, plagues, &c. ; my belief therefore is that the 
first vial was not poured out until a. n. 1820 or 1821. 
Now, can any one fail to learn what has been the result 
of the last thirty-eight years ? And what will be the 
result of the next seven years, if my views are right, with 
the nations of Europe, the Fapsd kingdoms ? Shall 1 
include London ? I fear it will sutfer some terrible 
scom*ge. Have not the nations upon earth, since a. d. 
1821, up to the present time, been in continual warfare ? 
No sooner was peace proclaimed with one nation than 
war breaks out with another. Look again at shipwrecks 
at sea, earthquakes, pestilences, in short, judgments of 
all kinds. But have not all these things their meaning P 
They have, and call aloud to us; they tell us we are 
advanced in that time which measures the days of jnan, 
and all flesh upon earth ; '' when nation must rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom ; when there should 
be seen signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the 
stars ; and upon the earth distress of nations, with per- 
plexity ; the sea and the waves roaring ; men's hearts fail- 
ing them for fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth : for the powers of heaven shal 
be shaken." (Luke, xxi. ; xxv. ; xxix. 25, 26.) 

Have not the greater part of these things been so ? 
If, then, the fall of dynasties and the crash of nations 
indicate the day far spent, the night at hand — ^if we are 
what we profess to be — Christians at heart, followers of 
God, striving to serve Him to the best of our abilities — 
why should we be sorrowful ? If all things — disturb- 
ances, hatred and malice, coldness of friends, unkindoess 
of relations — betoken the end near, why, I repeat again, 
should we be sad ? Are you so fond of aches and pains, 
sighs and farewells, sickness and sorrow, that you do not 
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long for that time when none of those things shall be 
known or felt for ever ? So fond of unkind treatment 
and quarrelling that you do not wish for that day to have 
all our wrongs righted ? No thought or hope in the 
blessed future ? No wish for that time when the family 
tie now broken shall be united ? You, who have mourned 
the loss of a husband, a wife, or father, or mother, or 
brother, or sister, or son, or daughter, do you not long 
for that joyful time when you shall meet again and recog- 
nize those dear faces —no more to be separated from them 
for ever ! For my part, I am looking forward to that 
joyful period when I trust I shall meet again, with joy 
unspeakable, the faces of my beloved parents, for whom 
I have shed many tears, and spent many a sorrowful 
hour — to that time when hospitals or infirmaries will no 
more be required, because there will be no sick ; graves 
MriU no more be dug or vaults be built, because death will 
not then be known ; for death will then be swallowed up 
in victory. But until then we who are soldiers of Christ 
can chensh the blessed thought that the day is not far 
distant, when they who are now separated from us by 
death — they that sleep in Jesus — will the Lord bring 
with Him. Therefore " blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord." 

Is not this a bright prospect to look forward to ? nay, 
more, a truth of great worth, because Grod has said it shall 
be so ? Here, it is true, once a week in the House of 
Q-od the poor and the rich meet together, and with 
common accent cry unto the Lord, the Maker of them all. 
Again, they meet in their last resting place — the grave. 
And once again, at the judgment seat of Christ, will the 
rich and the poor meet together. And they that have 
done good will meet again in the blessed future to which 
.the Christian is now looking forward — the house not 
made with hands eternal in the heavens. You, then, 
that are poor in this world's goods, but rich in fsiith — 
you who are parents — you who have to earn your daily 
bread by the sweat of the brow for the support of your 
family— have you not a home where you can go and rest 
your weary hmbs, and loving hearts anxiously waiting 
^ and ready to receive you when the hours of toil in your 
daily labour are over ? 
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Then, have we not likewise, if our religion be real, a 
foresight of happiness in the bright, the glorious future ? 
Is there not " a rest for the people of God ;" a home 
prepared from the foundation of the world, and a loving 
Father ready and waiting to receive us, and to adopt us 
" His" for ever, when the toils and the days of our 
pilgrimage through this life are ended ? What joy of 
earthly reunion will the sound of the last trumpet bring 
in that hour when the heavens shall give up our absent 
Lord to our embrace, no more to be parted from us for 
ever ! Oh ! my dear, dear friends, that I could but con- 
vince you how requisite it is for us to think oftener of 
those things, and for each one to ask himself. Have I 
chosen Christ ? Are my sins washed away through the 
blood of the Lamb, or am I still in my sins because un- 
believing ? What is my state before God ? Wliere 
shall I stand when the last crash shall come ; when the 
Son of Man shall be seen coming in the clouds of heaven ; 
the sky covered with that unearthly splendour ; and when 
all men shall, for a moment, wait with tottering limbs, 
— a suspensive and trembling pause, anxious, indeed, to 
know whether he shall stand at the right hand or at 
the left hand of the Judge ? Oh ! reader, let us cease 
from quarrelling ; let us not waste our time in finding 
fault with each other about the study of prophecy ; but 
rather let us redeem the time by seeking more after those 
things which will enable us to be found worthy to escape 
all the judgments coming on the earth, and fit subjects 
to inherit the coming kingdom. Would to God the 
world would strive as much after heavenly things as 
earthly ; how different, very different, would things then 
be to what they are now ! for all would be well — pride 
and envy would cease— hatred and malice would not be 
known or felt ; but happiness marked on every brow ; 
smiles seen in all faces ; love reign in every bosom ; joy 
in the presence of the angels of God, — " I say unto you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God." (Luke, 
xvi. 7, 10.) 
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CHAPTEB 111. 

THE SEVENTT WEEKS — DITEBEEKOB OF OPINION IN CAI- 
CULATING THE SEYENTX WEEKS, AND IN THE DATES OT 
THE BIBTH, AGE, AND DEATH OP CHBIST. 

" Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and 
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to 
make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for ini- 
quity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to 
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most 
Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the comm^mdment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem, unto the Messiah the Prince, shall be seven 
weeks, and threescore and two weeks : the street shall be 
built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. And 
afber threescore and two weeks shall the Messiah be cut 
off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that 
shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary ; and 
the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of 
the war desolations are determined. And he shall con- 
firm the covenant with many for one week : and in the 
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 
oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abomina- 
tions he shall make it desolate, even until the consum- 
mation, and that determined shall be poured upon the 
desolate." (Dan. ix. 24--27.) 

It has been, and still is, the opinion that a difference 
of four years exists between the true date and the birth 
of Christ; but my strong belief is, there are not four 
years between the birth of Christ and the so-called a. d., 
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but that the birth of our Saviour is the true a. d., and 
that was a. d. 1, as I will endeavour to shew hereafter. 
That such various opinions should occur in all the pro- 
phetic periods and upon prophecy is not to be wondered 
at, but this seals the prophecies as more true and sure. 
" Many shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, 
but shall not find it.*' (Amos, viii. 12.) That is to say 
many would seek to understand the prophecies before 
God's appointed time, but would not ascertain their 
meaning to the full until at or near the end. (Dan, 
xii. 4.) 

From hence we may learn the reason of the obscurity 
of several prophecies in Scripture, and we may observe 
that generally those prophecies are most obscure the 
time of whose completipn is farthest off. For this reason, 
the judgment of later writers is to be preferred before 
that of the ancients, (I mean in interpreting the prophe- 
cies relating to the latter days of the world,) because the 
modem writers are living nearer the times when th^. 
events are to be fulfilled, and have surer marks to guide 
them in their expositions. In support of this, Bishop 
Andrews says, " It is no wonder that what I have said 
concerning Home's being the seat of the Beast described 
by St. John, is not clearly asserted in the commenta- 
ries of the ancient fathers upon the Revelations ; that 
book of prophecy was then sealed ; and it is a certain 
rule that every prophecy is a riddle before its completion. 
So that though we grant those ancient worthies to have 
far exceeded us both in gifts and in holiness ; yet it is 
not to be wondered, if they had not such clear apprehen- 
sions concerning this matter, as we of latter times have, 
by the grace of God, attained, who see this prophecy 
every day fulfilled in our sight." 

In the passage I have just cited, those seventy weeks 
were to be dated from the going forth of the command- 
ment, &c. Now there are four edicts named in Scripture 
to which those words, " the going forth of the command- 
ment," Ac, may seem suitable. The first command is 
the edict issued by Cyrus (Ezra, i.) ; the second is by 
Darius (Ezra, vi.) ; the third is given by Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, in the seventh year of his reign (Ezra, vii. 
7), and a fourth was given to Nehemiah, in the twentieth^ 

a 3 
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year of Artaxerxes (Neh. i. ii.) If the reader will com- 
pare the seventh chapter of Ezra, where the commission 
is given to Ezra, with the second chapter of Nehemiah, 
where the commission is given to Nehemiah, he will at 
once perceive that the commission given to Ezra was a 
royal one, and a general one, and openly ; while that 
given to Nehemiah was a personal and private one, to a 
single individual, to go and carry on the work which Ezra 
had begun ; and afterwards we find the two working to- 
gether. Now we have good authority and the strongest 
of proof for passing over the two first edicts, for we find 
that Nehemiah was told, in the twentieth of Artaxerxes, 
(between eighty and ninety years after the latest of those 
edicts,) that the walls were broken down, the gates burnt 
with fire, and the place of his fathers' sepulchres lay 
waste. (Neh. ii. 3, 5, 13, 17.) Those seventy weeks, 
therefore, cannot be reckoned from either the edict of 
Cyrus, or that of Darius. 

Sir Isaac Newton justly observes, " that the dispersed 
Jews became a people and a city when they returned into 
a body politick ; and that was in the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, when Ezra, by the king's com- 
mission, erected magistrates all over the land, to govern 
the people according to the law of G-od and of the king. 
Under Ezra then they first became a polity, or city, by a 
government of their own." 

From carefully comparing the statements of other ex- 
positors with the prophecy itself, and then comparing the 
same with my own views, and with history, I am led to 
believe those seventy weeks ought to be dated from the 
seventh year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, which was in 
the year 453 b. c. (See Chronological Tables.) Those 
seventy weeks are divided into three parts, viz., seven 
weeks, that is forty-nine years ; threescore and two 
weeks, that is 434 years ; and one week, that is seven 
years — making in all seventy weeks, or 490 years. Dur- 
ing the first week, or forty-nine years, according to the 
best authority, the streets and the walls of the city would 
be rebuilt, against much opposition, and in troublous 
times, as the book of Ezra and Nehemiah testifies. Thus 
the first part of this prophecy is interpreted. 

But may it not be figurative, and signify the restoring 
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and settling the Jewish church and state ? " From the 
decree of Cyrus till the days of Artaxerxes Longimanus 
the affairs of the Jews continued in great disorder, both 
as to the state of the city and the regulation of their 
civil and religious concerns. From Ezra's commission, 
however, they began to assume a more promising aspect : 
and notwithstanding the troubles excited by various 
enemies, matters were at length brought into better 
order, both as to the Temple and its worship." — Scott, 
Dating, then, those forty-nine years from the seventh 
year of Artaxerxes 453 b. c, they ran out in 404 b. c. 
Now, by a very remarkable coincidence, Malachi, the last 
of the rrophets, appeared about this time (404 b. c.) 
and wrote his prophecy, and thereby completed the Old 
Testament Canon, or sealed up the vision of prophecy, 
after whom the Jews were to look for no other Prophet 
till Elias, the forerunner of Christ, should come. The 
cessation of prophecy then took place, exactly forty-nine 
years afler tne edict issued in the seventh year oi Arta- 
xerxes to restore and to rebuild Jerusalem. 

We have thus explained the first division of the seventy 
weeks, that is, the one week or forty-nine years out of 
the 490 years. There now remains sixty-two weeks, or 
434 years from the termination of the forty-nine years 
to the manifestation — the preaching of the Messiah the 
Prince. Dating, then, those sixty-two weeks or 434 
years from the expiration of the forty-nine years (404 B.C.), 
they terminate a. d. 30. Now we have got rid of two 
parts out of the three, viz. seven weeks or forty-nine 
years — sixty-two weeks, or 434 years — in all 483 years 
from the going forth of the commandment to the preaching 
of the Messiah. 

But what took place a. d. 30, and which was the com- 
mencement of the last week of the seventy ? 

The Son of Man entered upon His ministerial office to 
confirm the covenant, according to Daniel, with many, or 
the multitude, for " one week,*' that is seven years. Did 
He do it ? Let the following answer : In Luke, iii. 1, 2, 3, 
we read, " Jesus began his ministry about the age of 
thirty, and in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
CsBsar," and that was a. d. 30. 

Now I wish to have the reader's particular attention 
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for a few moments, in order that he may judge whether 
what I advance is consistent with Grod*s Word or not. 
Expositors in general (I may say all) divide this last week 
of seven years, and which is allotted to Christ's ministry, 
into two parts, viz. three and a half years for the preaching 
of the Messiah and the remaining three and a half for 
the Apostles. This I cannot understand or believe, but 
think it is an oversight. There are two objections to be 
made to that advance. First, instead of there being 
seventy weeks from the going forth of the commandment 
to the completing of the sacrifice, there are but sixty-nine 
and a half weeks, whereas the prophecy reads seventy. 
Secondly, the Messiah was to confirm the covenant w ith 
many, or with the multitude, for " one week*'— mark the 
words " one week" — not for the half part of a week, but 
for " one week ;" and in the midst of the week, that is, 
in the midst of the seventh year, he would be cut off. 
There is but one covenant, and that is predicted in 
Jeremiah, and affirmed by St. Paul (Jeremiah, xxxi. 31; 
Heb. xi. 15.) That covenant was the New Testament 
covenant, the Grospel covenant. My belief, therefore, is, 
that our blessed Lord entered upon His preaching, as we 
have just read, a. d. 30, and in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Tiberius. 

Now, we find from history that the fifteenth year of 
Tiberius falls in the year of our Lord a.d. 30, for he began 
to reign A. d. 15 ; consequently his fifteenth year would 
be A. D. 30. (See Chronological Tables.) Dating, then, 
this last week from a. d. 30, and which was allotted to 
the Messiah for His preaching to the multitude for " one 
week," or seven years, it would make the Crucified One 
thirty-seven at his death, and which was the expiration of 
the seventy weeks, or 490 years from the going forth of 
the commandment ; because, thirty- seven, the age of Our 
Saviour, being added to the year 453 b. c, makes up the 
seventy weeks, or 4i)0 years, from the edict to the death 
of Christ. 

We read (ver. 27) that He was to be cut off" in the midst 
of the week, the seventieth week, that is, in the midst 
of the seventh year : for the words are, " He shall confirm 
the covenant with many for * one week;' " but, if we are 
to take the general view, " He only preached, according 
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to ttat, three years and a half," how can the words in 
the prophecy according to that be fulfilled ? " He shall 
preach to the multitude for * one week/ " not for half a 
week ; but the words are, for " one \feek." We have then 
good authority for saying His ministry began a. n. 30 ; 
then one week or seven days being added to that, makes 
the age of the Messiah thirty-seven, and the period a. d. 37, 
when He was cut off, but not for Himself, and made 
reconciliation for iniquity. Then was the sacrifice com- 
plete ; then were those words fulfilled, " It is finished !*' 
May each one feel it to be so from his heart, and give 
all thanks and glory to God for this His " Grreat Ee- 
demption." 

" 'Tis finished!" was His latest voice; 

Those sacred accents o*er 
He bowed His head, gave up the ghost. 

And suffered pain no more. 
'*'Tis finished!" — the Messiah dies 

For sins, but not His own ; 
The great redemption is complete, 

And Satan*s power overthrown. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CONCLUSION — PRACTICAL BEMARKS CAUSED BT THE 

STUDY OF PBOPHECT. 

When I first entered upon my prophetic studies it was 
then my intention to have spoken more largely upon this 
delightful subject ; but, fin(£ing this deep study too much 
for my health, I am for the sake of my family compelled 
to bring it to a close, though much against my will. 
For my spirit is willing to continue it, but my flesh is 
weak. 

Joyful as has been my task for this last four or five 
years, yet equally painful would it be to the writer were 
he to know this uttle work would be the means of throw- 
ing any off" their guard — I mean that any might through 
it come to the conclusion, " there is time enough yet." 
It is not because I have given my opinion upon prophecy, 
and made calculations as re^ds the age of Creation, and 
as to when, according to those calculations, we may ex- 
pect the end, that we are to say, " there is time enough 
yet to think of that." My dear companion in tribulation, 
there is no time to idle away : we may all be deceived in 
our ideas for a wise purpose, and "the end" may be 
nearer than we are aware of. Where is the man who 
will dare to say, our Lord wiU not come before another 
week has passed ? Who can tell but that we may not 
be surprised with the sound of the trump this very night ! 
though I have been writing to warn you (whether you 
heed it or not) who can tell that time will be aUowed 
even for printing the book, so that you may receive that 
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warning ? " Be ye therefore ready, lest in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of Man cometh.*' (Matt. xxiv. 44 ; 
Luke, xii. 40.) These words are addressed to every one 
in particular— to myself— to you, and to aU. 

It is therefore under those circumstances that I wish 
to remind you once more of that day which cannot be fiir 
distant; — a day far more dreadful than any which has 
preceded it, when all the proud, and they that work 
wickedness, shall be burnt up : of that hour when all 
that are in their graves shall hear the voice of the Son 
of Gj-od, and shall come forth ; they that have done good, 
to the resurrection of life ; and they that have done evil, 
to the resurrection of shame and everlasting contempt. 
(Dan. xii. 4.) Oh, the dreadful end of the wicked! 
May each one see his folly in following the world, and 
seek forgiveness ere it be too late, so that he may 
escape the torments of the lost, and enter into the joys 
of heaven. In heaven we shall know and be known, love 
and be beloved, by that excellent company that we shall 
then and there meet and converse with. The Apostle 
has given us a description of the blessed company which 
inhabit the city of God, the heavenly Jerusalem ; he tells 
us, " that when we come to Mount Sion, the city of the 
living Grod, we shall there meet an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general assembly and church of the first 
bom, to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to 
Jesus the mediator of the new covenant." (Heb. xii. 
22, 23, 24.) And St. John says, " There we shall meet 
the hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes 
of the children of Israel, and a great multitude which no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, and where Grod shall wipe away all 
tears from our eyes." (Eev. vii.) There we shall meet 
" the noble army of Martyrs." There we shall meet Pro- 
phets and Apostles, whose warnings we are required par- 
ticularly to heed, and all the good and holy men who have 
trod this earth from its birth to the second coming of 
Christ. There we shall meet with many of our ac- 
quaintances and friends. There we shall meet again, and 
behold with joy unspeakable, our husbands, our wives, 
our children, our brethren, our sisters, our relations that 
have lived and died in the fear of the Lord, and for whom 



136 THE COMIKa CBISI8. 

we have shed iDany a tear. All those whom we have loved 
here will there be reunited to us ; or, rather, we reunited 
to them, never to be separated from each other more. 
In heaven they cease not, day or night, saying, " Holy, 
holy, holy. Lord Grod Almighty, which was, and is, and 
is to come." (Kev. iv. 8.) There they fall down and 
cast their crowns before the throne, saying, " Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power, 
for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they 
are and were created." (Eev. iv. 10, 11.) There is sung 
the praises of the Lamb, saying, " Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing; for 
thou hast redeemed us to Grod by thy blood out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ; and hast 
made us unto our Grod kings and priests : and we shall 
reign on the earth." (Eev. v. 9, 10, 12, xx., xxi. ; Isaiah, 
Ixv. 17 ; Ixvi. 22 ; 2 Peter, iii. 13.) There is sung the 
song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb, saying, " Great and marvellous are thy works. 
Lord God Almighty ; just and true are thy ways, thou 
King of Saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and 
glorify thy name, for thou only art holy ?" Must not this 
be a cheerful life to look forward to — to live with those 
who are always thus employed ? 

Here it may be asked, does the writer believe all he 
states ; or does he do it to appear more righteous than 
others, or for gain. My dear friends, I declare to you 
in the presence of God, that all which I have stated I 
believe. I do not do it to make myself appear wdse or 
pure ; for, " Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, 
and prudent in their own sight." (Isaiah, v. 21; Job,xi.l2; 
Prov. iii. 7 ; Bom. i. 22 ; xii. 16.) No one is pure (Prov. 
XX. 9) ; and, as it is written, " There is none right'COus, 
no not one." (Rom. iii. 10.) And again, the wise man 
says, ** There is not a just man upon earth that doeth 
good, and sinneth not." (Eecl. vii. 20.) To be perfectly 
pure in this world, I believe, is not possible to any one ; 
neither do I believe there will be a perfect Church till 
Christ comes to sway the sceptre from one end of the 
earth to the other — till He comes to reign. I have not 
written this for gain : I do not want to trade and tamper 
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with holy things to deceive my fellow creatures, by which 
I should not only be deceiving them, but myself; nay 
more, lie unto God, and that would be worse than all ; 
for it would be " eajrthly, of the devil." But I do it for 
the sake of my fellow creatures, to warn them of their 
danger, and of the perilous times in which we live, bidding 
them pi;epare to meet their Grod. 

I know, if I do not believe that which I have stated 
and act accordingly to the best of my abilities, that a day 
is rapidly approaching when man will no longer deceive 
man, but when the secrets of all hearts will be known, 
and when every line that I have written, every word that 
I have spoken, will rise up against me in the Day of 
Judgment, — when, instead of receiving a blessing, I shall 
receive a curse ; *' For he that knoweth his Master's will 
and doeth it not shall be beaten with many stripes" 
(Luke, xii. 47) ; and that, after preaching or dictating 
to others, I myself at the last shall be banished from the 
presence of God for ever. (1 Cor. ix. 27.) 

Lastly, I must mention one thing more ; and that is, 
the terrible and dismal change that takes place in the 
world at the last day. St. Peter says, " The heavens and 
the earth which are now are kept in store, reserved unto 
fire against the day of judgment." (2 Pet. iii. 7.) Then 
(ver. 10), " The day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat ; the earth also, and the works that are therein, shall 
be burnt up." What a dreadful addition, my dear friends, 
will this be to all we have seen before ! Will it not con- 
found and surprise us to see the whole world in flames, 
though only for a moment ! — the hills melting like wax — 
the earth trembling, and all in convulsions — loud peals 
of thunder, dreadful flashes of lightning, rending the 
rocks asunder — the powers of heaven shaken — the sun 
turned into darkness, the moon into blood, and the stars 
all thrown together in great disorder! There will be 
no place for the guilty to flee to, to hide themselves from 
their angry Judge ! Oh, let us then take warning in 
time ; let us, who look for such things and believe them, 
be more diligent, always watching, preparing ourselves 
for death, so that we may have for our end eternal Hfe. 
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Alas ! how many there are who perhaps never think of 
these things, or but very rarely. How is it, my dear 
friends ? — Forgive me if 1 anrtoo urgent. — Is it not that 
the greater part of mankind have their hearts so filled 
with the thoughts of this life that they have not one hour, 
according to their way of thinking, for the solemn thought 
of eternity. The morning is spent in business, op in going 
hither ana thither ; the evening is devoted to dinner ; and 
the night is given partly to sleep, and partly squandered 
in merrymaking or at the playhouse : and thus the day 
passes without perhaps so much as one single thought 
upon God, the soul, the Bible, the judgment-seat, eter- 
nity! They see death around them on all sides; they 
hear the funeral bell, they see the mournful procession : 
et they are not moved. They forget that one day the 
ell will toll for them, and that they will be the silent 
object of a similar procession. 

This is a sad story to tell : but are things not so ? 
May this feeble attempt, these few lines, sink deep into 
the hearts of the reader and hearer, for Christ's sake. 

I do not ask the reader to believe all I have stated in 
this little work, for some of my ideas may be erroneous, 
my calculations wrong ; but I do ask you to think less of 
the vain things of this life, and more frequently of that 
time when both you and I, and all mankind, shall stand 
before the Son of Man ; when you must answer for your- 
self, I for myself, and when it will not be asked, "What 
did others do ? but. What did you do ? What did I do ? 
— when the secrets of all hearts will be revealed, and 
when His true followers shall enter into that kingdom 
which He hath prepared for those that love Him. May 
you and I meet there in joy, and so be " numbered with 
His saints in glory everlasting!" Amen. 
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THE END. 
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